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Before marriage: support parents and 
siblings 
After marriage: support husband and 
children

Before marriage: be self-reliant and 
save to marry, After marriage: take 
responsibility for wife, children and 

support ageing parents

Focus on education 
and work with 

parents and siblings

Responsibilities

The Household

Roles

Household chores, 
pottering, collecting 

feed etc…

Outside 
workLearn from parents 

and siblings

Decision 

Making

Limited to 
domestic 
matters

Power to 
make 

important 
decisionsRarely recognised by 

adults and older siblings

The Gender Dynamics in Migrant Households
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get consulted
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Roles Relationships

Remitting to 
support parents 

and siblings

Decision Making

Parents make most 
decisions

Parents make most 
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Remitting to 
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wife

Husband makes 
most decisions

• Husband make 
most decisions

Migrant women negotiate 
power to a little extent and 
influence decisions in indirect 
ways

Migrant women feeling 
empowered due to being source 
of the financial and material 
resources

Misuse of remittances 
encourage migrant women to 
re-migrate, divorce and seeking 
justice through the courts

Women’s Agency

Key Messages

Who migrates more?

>

Does migration increase women’s power over 

spending remittances?

Increases women’s agency 
in terms of influencing 
spending of remittances

Migration

Does migration ensure autonomy?

Autonomy of migrant 
women is less than 
expected even though 
she is the breadwinner 

Migration

Does women’s migration affect gender inequalities?

Migration
Male privilege is deep seated and only change slowly. State 

intervention needed through gender responsive programme and laws

Before Migration After Migration

Decision made by parents or the 
husband - Little negotiation

Support her own and natal 
family

Feeling disempowered being 
dependent on the husband 
or parents as work is not 
considered

!!

Rarely remitting
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