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INT RNAL CONTLIAT IN UGANDA:
I3 THRRD A YNCRTHFRN QUSSTION'?
By
s.7.G, Gingyera~Pinycwa

Makerere University

The nrevalence of internal conf{licts within human societies
has for a long time been recognised by social theorists a8 én
inevitable consequence ol the co-existence of large numbers of humen
beings in & sitvation thot is not only spetially limited in the
geographicel sense, but alzo in terms of the resources men require
for their sustenance and :31.1.:c*xziwr'ait.."| ‘These two linmitations, together
with the human and social diversity thet are to be found normaily in
a society, crerte a naturally fertile ground for intqrnalrconflicts.
This being the case, it is obvious that a paper 1ik§ this oné can
hardly do justice to the plethora of internal conflicts that'may
exist in any given society, most of which will, in any case, tend to
lend themselves to being handled through peacpful, constltutlonal or
other less sensational wethods of settlement, leaving normally only
a few to be tackled through the uge of such force and violence as
have “helped" Uganda to "win' for herself her wellknown notoriety as

< only the

a country beriddled with problems of internal conflicts. It is"thus,z
latter type whicl: will draw most of our attention in this paper.

Conflicts of this kind assune in joung or newly indeperdent
countries, like those of Africa, a degree of significance rarely
possible in the older states of the world, Ior,as Clifford Geertz
has argued,2 in states of thls Llnd polltlcs terds to be characterised
by intensive and qu1ous 1nter—group rivalrles, asoumlng sonetines
even an ”El;her Life or Desth' ihtensity, 88 groups based on party

affiliations or such other fourdations as tribo natlonalltv,

ethnlclty, resion, religion efc, struggle to fend for their
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particuler interests in the new political situation created by
independonce and by the departure of the colonial rulers who used to
serve as unpires while their regine lasted to keep the peace among
such groups as they had brought together into a single colony, In
the processg, rules of the political game, as prescribed, for exanple,
in the independence constitutions - rules which spell out, among

others, how and when to replace people in power or to extend their

tenure or to dish out the neagre resources available to the various
groups are prone to be violated; vith force.or violent conflict
remaining as the only neang available to remedy‘group griev*a.nces.3
In the case of Africa, onc does not need to look far and wide to
identify states whose recent politicai histories do conform to this
very classic staicment on internal conflict - Rwardgs, Burundi, Kenya,
Sudan, Niéeria, Simbabwe, Chad -.you nome it: all aré going tﬁrough
the expefienceC%ertzhad prophesied in 196% wﬁenﬁhe wrote hig artile
11
A Brief Survey of Ugenda's Violent Internal Conflicts:

Bo that as it may, it seems to be an inconirevertible fact that
Ugandans,'compared with fellow Africans iﬁlmanyhbther states on the
continent, have had marce than their due share of the affliction of
viclent intcrnal conflicts, Indeed, as we wveet at this seninar to
discuss the problem of internal conflict in Uganﬁa, a real and bloody
var is raging on in the North and North~Eaét of the country between
soldiers of the Nafionél Resistance Axt@‘amd the so-called “Rébels“,

o collecfive tern for several groups of érmed combatants eaéh with its
own acronym — UFDN/4, OBA, UPL, ctc.

Whatever the wax nay be all about, amnd deépite all the seérecy-
that tendé'to surround internai conflicts §f this kind, somé highly
disturbing consequénces of the fighting have been filtering through

to the rest of Uganda as well as to the rest of the world. Take,
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for example, the staggering "Kill Counts" as they come through our
news media, The essence of war ps some Sage has said way,indeed, be
violence, But when the violence is ageinst one's own people one cannot
‘help being shaken up by the staggering "Kill-Counts" that have been
reaching our ears, But even these are only a partial picture of
what may be hapnening to human life: in that apparently far away corner
of Ugonda, They do not, for example, include civilian.nonwoombatants
and their property, who in-a gituation like this aré[%éﬁegrass on which
two elephonts are fighting, With the human beings and their personal
property, a number of social and economic institutions and other -
infrastructures that cater for the general public also tend to go -
things like schools, hospitels, gimmeries ete,, are either closed or
destroyed outright in the course pf the fighting.4
This particular case of internal conilict has been presented

first in this brief survey of violent internal conflicts in Uganda only
because of its current topicality, Otherwise, it should have~given
pride of place to the older amd better known tragedy of the "Luwero
Triangle" which, until January of 1986, and for five full years,
darkened the politicnal horizon of this country, Like the above war,
and, indeed like nll "Guerilla vs Government" conflicts the world
over, it wns shrouded in secrecy, with neither the grerillas nor the
Govérnment being sufficiently generous with public information about

. . A 5 .Fprtunately,; . o
their encounters or progress, [ﬁ&th the coming into power of the
Nationel Resistance Movement/irmy, that veil of secrecy has now been

—relotively

rolled back, and there islplcnty that mony of us did not know, but

now know, nbout thet itragedy,

I have, nev.rtheless, hoped to get rysclf even better inforred
about it by studying closcly a report put together by a teanm of
Makerere Social Scienticsts which toured and studied the Luwero

Triongle imnediately after the foll of the Lutwa junta in Jonuary

1986 before writing this paver. Rut by the tine
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ol writing this, I had not ¥t monaged to secure that vitally
important document from the colleague who was supposed to make it
avoilanle, It would have,been for me, the nearest thing to first-hand
information on the havoc ard tribuletions that befell this other
corner of ﬁganda. Fortunately, my quest for furth-r informotion on
the war was destined not to be completely frustrated, For, in June

of last ycar, as a member of a Commission of Inquiry into the Local

Govi.rnment System appointed by the ‘Hon, Minister of Local Government,
I had the wonderful opportunity of tcuring virtually the whole of
Ugardo. with the exception of Acholi and Lango where the wor with the
R.bels was already moving tofhigher and hicher pitches of wviolence.
Thanks to that opportunity, I traversed almost the whole of the
"Prisngle” moving from Kampala throush Luwero Town to Nakaselke Towng
from Kampala through IMpigi,llityana,to Mubendey and, from its western
side, from Hoima through Kagadi to Mubende once worc, Uhile the human
skulls heaped along some roads within the Triangle told their ghastly
story, the either blown-down or roofless structures one saw nlong roads

once booming with prospcrity like, for example, the section from Busunju

to Kiboga, told in their own way the story of the sorry toll that the
war in the Triangle took of the inhabitonts and their propérty. The
deeply gullied roads ard the unduely oveigrown wild grass and bushes
along thewm also did in their owh woy tell:ﬁhesiory of what the war in
the Luwero Triangle must have meant.

Both the war in the "Luwero Triangleﬁ and the wor in the North
ard North-Zast of Uganda have becn éingled out herc only because they
are the most rccent, Otherwise, they aré‘ohly two atoriesin a long-
drawn-out sage of tragic violént amd destructive internal é;ﬁfiicts
that have bedevilled the politicol history of this country Since the

oo

. e S S
attainment of political indepemdence a quarter of a century ago.
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Thus, besides them, numerous othexr examples sre available for mention,
These would include: The Rwenzururu Movement (1961+); the seemingly
eternal conflicts in and revolving around Karamojas the whole question
kmown in our rccent history as the "Bugandsa Tuestion' with the wany
focots it hos presented for internal conflict, particularly between
1961 and 1906, fAmong these examples we must also include what some
analysts have cone to refer to gencrally as "institutionalised state
violence! something that hos impressed itself wmost firmly on our .
minds since the Amin yeors, In all of these instances and in several
others that we moy have overlooked, as well as in the two to which we
have referrred ingreator detail above, verious groups answering to
such diverse nembership critieria as tribe, nationality, region,
rc¢ligion, ideology, "defenders of national integrity" etc. hove hed

to come out lo use violence and forece in the pursuit of their claimsg
cauging a lot of killings ond ot'cr peinful domages. .

Onite obviously, the poople of Uganda still have a lot .to tell
to vach othor as to why this country has hod to go through so many
violent internal conflicts, Many have the answers, but harbour them
within their breasts., Yet they must now spealk so that fhey may under-
stand their predicement and be better able to overcome or to circumvent
them, 'This is why this sewinar on internal conflict is wel-
cone development on the hehalf of a people, like ours, who are either
.too shy, or too arrogant, to talk to each other about their probleus
even vhen there is so wuch suffering and so much gnashing of teeth in
anger about this suffering,

Now, it mizht be asked, if 211 the people of Ugands sitill have
a lot of exchange of ideas to do in order to understand their preci .
ment with regard to the problem of violent internal conflict, wny¥
pick on the "North” in particular? Is this not to re~affimm the

opinion, leld in some quarters in this country, nemely, that
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Torth rners have heen responsiblg for the lack of progress, as well ag,
for the damages‘aﬁd suffering\tgat this country has had to go through?7
For those whd are bothered by these guestions, let me offer the
following ossurances before we go any {arther, Iirst, it must be
realised that it always takes at least two individuals ox groups to
nave a conflict, Thus, any attitude on the part of any group in this
country bordering on the notion "I am holicr {than you' would clearly
not be & usciul attitude in the understanding of our inteurnal conflicts,
Secondly, and still by woy of a re-ossuronce to those who might be
bothered by the above guestions, here .is my vreliminory answer that
I interd to eleboretc upon in the rest of this paper: the issuwe as to
whether or not there is a Morthern Quegtion" is a wattor that is both
complex and delicate, neccusitating, in the former respect, very care-~
ful diagnosls of the problem and identification of remedies, and, in
the laticr zasc, considereble tact amd level~headodness in judgement.
On this note, let us now proceed;to examinc the issue as closely as we
can,

IIT

What do we exactly mean by the term "North" in the context of
Ugarnda, This is an apt question to get us started on our scaorch for
an answer or answers to the main question before us,

Before independcnce, the tcrm "North" carried a distinctly
politicel mezning, referring specifically to the Northern Province,
one of the four large units above *he district level, into which the
British orgenised the country they created at the turn of the
century ard named Uéanda. As such it referred collectively to the
districts of Xeramoja, Lengo, Acholi, West Nile and its sub-district

of liadi.
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Frior tc this Tritish orgzasnisation of the area as a political unit
the peoples of the ares had lived in differert tribes ox segments of
tribes of various cultures end political set-ups. Culiurally and
economically 21l had their own formz of activities that sustained them.
In fact in theix own way and like other meople on the globe these tribes

b}

. . . B s . . .
h=d their own eovliuzal ~wide, too, Trede, diplomatic relations and

varfare awonz ‘her il teke place varticularly between the reighbouring
Tango and fcholiy the icholil ana ilurg the Acholi and Medis; and The
Lugbara, I'nbu, Yendv or. the one hand, snd the /lur cn the other,

It is significant here %o meniion in relation to this period
prior to the ruventy of Brisish ralo to the rezion, thaot these exzchanies

1.

ang cormunicotion nte the South
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to cover a large portion of what is todey referred to as Jouthern
ysonda in contrediction to ilorihern Ugand~, jlenibiou must, in mortie
cular, be mede of the polivical relniionship that coxisted scross the

Mile betweert the Vingdom of Tunyorc—-iifara ond otlh:r “kisgly' housas

[}

in Yorthorn Usavda,”  Por wusi we forget “he nelitical ayslum and

ready houpitality thai the two rajor Southern "irgs, namely lwanga of

i

’

Bugrnda, ad lateleae ol Bunyore received in the fovta when ithey fled

frow their pursacrs the “ritish whe were bent on dispoiling their king-
. . . T . e, .

domg in ordex to crertc their own wpoliticrl regive. it iz, thus

difficult to avoid ihe conclusion thol there wes o time, rot in the

for digtont porl, waer e peonics of the Yorih and those or the Scuih

could look at each oiwr as irdividuols or grouus te be accented ox
rejocted on the stre gth of their own himarnity or fricudship vithourt

such cye bldok rs os lrter prejudices were to imtroduce during the

-

yeaxs of British rule, ot *hot point in time people must have hordly

thought of the YJorth!" or "Northorners' as consiituting any particuls

guestion in inter-group relstionsiiips within a ler ¢ portiorn of wi -

is now called Uganda in which contccts were possible,



Mt this generally hopny state of o0 fairs underwent considerable
cnrnses in The course of British rule, Thiis cuthor does not believe
too wuch i ascigniny nll Afxican blomes to the imperialists, Never-
t:eless the toxd facts of bistovy zosetimes make this unavoidoble and
e best thot orn be donce urder the circunstonce is 1o promise even-

hoandedness in wmeting out bleme in our troeatwent ~g to lhe cavses that

-

underlie ihe so-crllced Moorithorn Tvostion’, Marther, onothier paper
on the colonial roots of internal conflict
cheduled to be reed in the covrse of this sowi-ar will preswndbly go

into much grerter Jdetail than is possible hero.r1 Tt should there-
fore suffice for vs here to say thol the British wede atb leest three
contributions toward tro creotion of a "Nortoorn Quostion', Tirst,
throushthe oystiom of indirect rule which fney aduinistered in
discriminatory or diffcrent "dozos' to difforent parts of the country,
some parts of thoe courniry came to acquire wore privilege thon others,
Urder itthe Morth had quite cozily the leasl privileged position,
Sceordly, through their duvelopment amd labour policies, the Worth
become not only en undur—cxploited region, but o mere rescrvoir of

12
cheap and gencrally undesirakle lnbowr to the South, In sowme
cases, like that of Xaramoja in particular, and of Yest 1ile, and
adi, there was even what one could describe as outrisht under~

13

governnent, the inability of a goverwment to fulfil rolcs expecled
of it and to vespond effcetively to the demords inposed upon it by
its envirorment ornd people. In shoxt, in 21l those ways, Dritish
colonial policy, whether deliberatelvy or not, was buay, in the course
of the sixty yeors or so that it losted, in differcntioting the North
from the rest of the country,

snother comtribution toward differentisiion butween the North
and the South will Lave greater relevance in a subsecucnt sub-section.
Tut we wicht as well moke mention of it here while we are on the

.

‘hene of dilfferentintion, This ceme through the spate of scholarshiyp

w

ir the field of Socinl ‘nthropology thut swept throuzh the countxry,
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-perticulsxly after Vorld Var ITI. This development did, emong other
things, categorise the pecples of the country into various etpnic/
‘racial/linguistic groups, Terms like the Bantu,the Nilotics, the
Nilo-Hamites, the Sudanics, ard all that, began to crop up in school
clagsrooms, so that a child who was a '"llilotic' was now wmade to leoxrn
in bis'Primary 3 or 4 that he wass vhile another one in a similar class
who had not known that apart from %.ing a "Muntu" or “dsno" its equiva-
lent in the Nilotic Lwoo langunge wes similarly now made to lkmow that
“he was from the "Bontu" group. All this was, of course, not bad
education, Tor, as some pcople have said, the best study of man is
man bimsclfy bhence the desirability of wmaking a education to help
man to know the vorious forms ond positions he occupies in the cosmos.

Dut one nogative effcet did emerge out of all this kind of
cducational swaiwning in r .gard to the ethnic/linguistic/racial
categorics to which Ugandans belonged, Some people simply took it
too seriously, These categorics cventually came to ~ssume too much
aignificence, capeocially omong the educ-ted classes who are, for
better or for worse, the main "Vecior fectors” for the dissemination
of divisionism or sectarianism as it is couwmonly known in this country
loday. However, more ot that latcr on. For the time being we ne&d to
stress thet anothor important line of division betwecn the quth and
the South had been drown through the use of these categories, with the
South being generolly token to be predominently “Bantu” and the .orth
being ecqually gererally, taken to be predominantly "Milotic',

But ithe matter was not allowed to end there., On thqvbasis of
~political orgonisation, the social anthropologists had pumped,into
these categorics notions of cultural superiority and inferiority.
‘Those with large state orgonisations wer: culturelly superior end

A

those without them were cultur~lly infericr. Herc agrin the Zent

ard the Nilotics fell ap-rt frow each otuer, as the Bantu werc seic
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1o hove lsrge state orgrnisations while the Nilotics end others were
found wenting in this respect, Thus here wes yet 2nother important
line of differentiation between the North and the South.

Although these lines of differentiation 211 put the North in
a cleer disedventage ns an underprivileged back-vaxd of Uganda inha-
bited by pcbple vhose cultures, ot least politicelly, were generally
pr.sented by the sccial anthropologists as buing inferior, these
disadvantaged peoples did not articulate their deprivation ard
neglact in the form of a '"Northern Question" as might easily have
peen the case for a people so grotegquely neglected and undergoverned
as they were,

Tor this at least two developments may be said to have been
accountable, To be sure, at the beginning of the modern nntionalist
phase in Uganda i.e, in the early 1950's, Northerners felt quite un-
certain and suspicious about the prospect of an independent Cganda
which some of them assumed for granted would be dominated by the
Baganda. 3But then the two developmentSwe are referring to intervened
and the manner they were handled disarmed many Northerncrs of any
fears thet they way have had about their position in an independent
Ugarnda.,

The first Wasthe new and stridenly combative form thot the
Bugarnda Question assumed on the eve of independence with the founding
of the Kabakz Yekka (the Xing Only) or KY Party in 1961, and its
strong determination to maintain the "political status quo" in rela-
tion to the pomition: of the Kingdom of Bug~nda in an independent
Ugarda. The second one was the determination of two n-tionalist
leaders determined to0 uphold the "national" integrity of Ugonda,
rnamely, the late Benedicto Kiwonuke and Milton Chote, with their

respective parties the Democratic Party (DP ard the Ugonda Peoples!

Congress (UPC) firmly behind them.,.
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The first of these developments coupletely over-shadowed such
Jukewsrm restlessness on the part of the No;therqers as could have
become hot enough to constitute a'Forthern Question", Secondly,
vhatever the resultant of the triangular battle for national power
that now gripped the 7Y, DP and UPC, as long as it did not consist
of o complete or single-handed agcerdancy of the KY, eould not have
acerhoted Northern feors about Bugenda dominstion in the nation, thanks
to the fact that both Kiwanuia and Obote were regarded in the North as
genuine nationalists who could not be expected to disregard the
intercsts of the North,

In the event, Obote and his UPC won the courtship of -the KY and
hence of official Buganda, The country thus proceecded to independence
without much ado from the North cbout its position in an independent
Ugandan, In terms of the basic question hofore us, we may, thus,
submit that cven at this crucial stage there was still no significant

"Northern MOuestion to woxrry zbout,

v
Independence and Political Dominance of the North:
Not only did Obote ~nd his UPC/KY come to power at the Centre,

He hoeld on to it for eight solid years without any break-in between

the years for popular elections, Then another Northern man, Idi
' . power

Amin, overthrew himj; ond, asain held on to L for another eisht solid
yoars without oiy bresk-in between the years for popular elections.
When Amin finally had to make his exist from the centre three Bagenda
leaders - Yusufu Lule, Godfrey Bingisa, and Foaulo Muwanga had short
apells of power at the centre, only to give way agein to Obote whose
secord regime w-s agein not reolly too short as it covered o re2soir .

SE

long period of nearly five years from Decomber 1980 to July 1988,

Thug, between them, these two Northern leaders ruled Ugonda for nor
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than 20 out of the 25 years during which Ugonda has been independent,
And yet it nust be remembeored that Tito Okello and Bazilio Okellb, two
other Wortherners, also ceme in after hoving oxpelled Obole from powern
i July 1985 to round off this story of olmost uninterrupted Northern
rule, Zﬁfﬁﬁ0ut ony doubt,the first quorter century of independence has
been the gquarter century of Northern political dominanc€. But dominance
frolitical  anong groups

brings elong with it some unigue problems of sociallrehitions[about
which we should be clear if we arc to appreciate the place of the North
in intornal conflicts in Uganda al this particular juncturc.

Generally, in Africa as we know it todoy, to hove o president
from a given sector of a country alwoys results in otbher people
taking it for granted that that perticular sector is as a whole
dominant in the politiccl system, this even if the President
nokes an effort to spread out his appointments to highor offices of
state as well as development projects throughout the country, Noxr
iz it taken into aceount that the vast massces of the people from the
area from which such a president comes will gencerally neither oonme
near him nor sequire,during his btenure of office, anything extra to
improve their hard lot inlife which is quite often below the poverty
line, Should large nunmbers of the sccurity forces nlso happen to
- hail from the president's parficular gector of the country, then the
verdict as to the dominance of that scctor is deemcd to be verified
beyond ‘any reagonable doubt, Again, the lot of the ordinary masses
from the sector where such a president and his fellow tribosmen in
the armed forces come fron is not considcred to be importants the

deened to be

particular sector of the country ag a whole is[ﬁn political ascedancy
in the country. UNeither Obote, Amin, or any Forthcrn leader coming
after then nor the liorth.rn.rs,as a whole could escape from this

crude judgementj4
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How, political dominance, as thus conceived, has consequences
that are relevent to our onalysis here both for the so-called dominant
group a8 well as for those other sectors of society who consider them
to be donminonte. = Here, let us avail ourselves of the opportunity of

better
a comparative perspective offorded by lessons we have learned from thel
known YBuganda Question" which we referred to briefly sometime earlier

on in this paper, IN a large measure, that question had to do with

the politicrlly dominont position of Bugenda and how to secure it in

the nev indep.ndent Ugonda that was about to come into being, In this
particular case, two important consequences emerged, : The
firat wos the feeling of ""gpecialness" or "apartness" that tended to

be felt in and about Buganda, The Relationships Comuission of 1961, for
example, saw this quite clearly amd articulated it correctly when it
said that:

"The problem of Buganda overshadows all other
problens in Ugarda15
Thus, first

[gnd foremost, How was Buganda to relate to the rest of independent
Ugarda®™ DBut, there wag, as we have said another or secord consequences,
too,  For, while Rugonda felt this way, the reaction from outside
about its political dominonoe weas one of suspicion, fear, and even
hatred in some quarters, resulting in the ganging up by some other
poxrts of the country to.form e political party to face up to the
challenge ox "Mucotion of Buganda,

And yot Buganda's so-called political dominance was a carefully
circumscribed and restriced dominaﬁce that held sway only over Buganda
and over affairs touching closely on Buganda, It was never as exien-
sive inarea and scope os the political douinence that Obote and Anmin
with their scourity farces apoeared to cnjoy throughout the country
after independence. If the wuch more linmited politicsl dominance
Bugarda cnjoyed, could have the two serious consequences observ.d

above, what guarsntees were there that these consequonces would not

nanifest thenselves in the relotively long puriod of Northern dominan
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The answer is, there were no guarantees, In fact {he Torth
came to be singled out asba Speciél region enjoying an undué share
of the national cake particularly as represented by the nuwbers of wmen
and officers in the security forces, ven in fhe civil service and
the parastatal hodies, not withstarding Obote'é general disposition
o spread out his appointments acrosgs the nation, murmurs could be
heards €specially during hiS'Regime II. As for Aﬁin, although he set
of f initially with @broad-based cabinét of highly educated men, he
did not teke lowuz to disband and to replacg them mainly by Nubians/
Muslims and obber people - his méin criteria of sclection being that the

cordidate beeitlher a Nubian/Muslim or a West Niler., This, too, people

noted and murmured aboutl; amd although‘his arena. for recruitment of
fellow Nubians or Muslims extended over the whéie country, ard even
beyond sometimes, it went down in gome people's minds as over-patroni-
zation of the North,

As we have noted in the case of Buranda the second consequence
of "regional specialness" is the kind of reséntment which takes the
form of an urge to unity on the part of those who feel excludeds
The North did not escape bocoming the object of this kind of resent-
ment, Vhile this resentment started off unobtrusively around 1964
among Parliamentarians amd within the UPC, it gathered counsiderable
mouwentum, thanks to the unwitting contributions of hoth the Obote and
Amin Government in leeping it alive, People in mower- suffer from a
peculiar disadvantage in the context of internal conflict: through
the multifarious exccutive decisions they must:make, they run wuch
nore easily than people out of vower ‘the risk of alienating a 1otj‘
of people,

This is the risk that both Obote-and Amin fell into during
their long terure of power, “Po confine ourselves to the theme of
internel conflict, & number of their decisions impinged upon Buganda

and the Baganfa, or had to be executed within the g0ils of Buganda.
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In this way Lugands's resentment becare the »nivot around which the
move for some kind of unity agsinst the North came to revolve,

It wos in this kind of context that the "Noith', the region
from which these lcaders amd the soldisrs whe had gustained them in
powex came to loom out large especially in the ninds of sowe young
intellectusls from the South as a distinct problem or “Question" to
be reckoned with head~on, I can best elaborate this point by taking
the .reader now to the period after the exit of Idi Amin from power.
ha will be rocalled, the £211 of Idi Anmin wes followed by a spell of
freedon of the press and expression that eventually cven colminated
in the general clections to Parliament of 1980,

thile those elections hnve since been shrouded in controversy,
the campaign for then was conducted most vigorously and frankly on the
campus of Malkcrcre University, The leadexs of all the four contending
political poarties - The UPC, the DF, the UPMy and the CP ~ were
welcomed and riven o Vorun to address the University Comunity, alweye
with the University authorities, as a natter of courtesy and decorum,
playing the hogt to them, Anart from such highly formal occasions
nembers of the University community belovging to the various parties
took up the cudwcls on the behalf of théir respective parties in such
various informal foruis as the Senior Staff Club, the Senior Staff

Commion Roon oic, to argue and furthor the causus of théir parties in

A - aqpe E ~ . . ' - -
the cacpaign. Tt wPs on occosions like those that one frequently hesrd
a blunt and fronk essertiow vhich went more or less like this:

We are tired of Northorners - they have hed cnough of
a chonce to prove thomeclves, but have fziled,™

But even belore the canpalngmfor thesc elections this opinion had

suf“ici ntly congealed itself into an important body of opinion in

the ‘ninds of nony Ugandans,particularly those then in exile who

~

thought about the future of their country,



~,

The North and iis place in the countzy - or more precisely, in
the lchdersnip of the country, it would appéar from this, had becone
a uzior question Yo be resolved, a resolution to which neither the
general clectiions, free and fair, or rigged, ov the displacement of
Cooze by the two Ckello's - Tito and Bazilio, respoctively, held the
clue, Ovar the years since independence, the North had bocone
¢ only way out was o crack thatl problen, in oxicr to

for others
firnd e suitable plaoe[ﬁn the nztiontl political schenwe of things, If
this intcrpretation is correct, as 1 contend it ‘g, going to the bush
was inevitable, Tis consequence we now know, of course, Howevor, in
casc one requires spocificity, we nay sey thot, thanks to that worx,
whet had increasingly becowe a "Northern Question' during the 20 or
50 years of indcperidence, neuvcly, continued Northern political
dorinance was arrestcd, giving rise to a noew political situation,

How the Noxrth is fitting itself -into this new situation, is our next atep.

v

............ be,

We have alrcedy soen how the North wazm organised by the DBritish
into a single political unit, In apprecisting the continued potential
of the liorth a8 a source of probleas to the rest of Ugarnda ns well
ag for devieing suitoable policics towards thevNorth, there is the
need To understand the natvre of hhg‘trqnsformationlthat the troditional
vorth hags undergone as s politiéul cﬁtlty.

First, it is to be noted in this regaxd thﬁt the large unii that
the British se’ up 25 the Worthern Provincé,Was very badlj rattled and
snzken up by the abolition of the structurc that held it together
politienlly, remely, the post of the Provincial Corriisszioner which
was eifceted for oll the thrae provinces, outgide  Bugende, which
carried twene posts, While it iz true that othor provincial officers

a8 bore the reosnonaihilitv far aratoagainnal and technicnl Antiea in
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the province were loft in place, these could not bring the kind of
political coordination that the existeﬁce, status, and prestige of
the Provinvial Commission:@r had nade possible.1 '
Accondingly, while as we have shown cavlicr above both Obote and
Amin were able to cash politic2lly on the support of Worthern soldiors,
cuntrifugal forces were also at work anong these very same soldiers -
centrifugal forces that were cventually tc propel them to wreak as nuch
havoc on their own peoples of the North ss they did elsewhere., This
is‘the pattarn withiﬁ %hich the military cbup d'etat of Idi Anin in
1971 and the conseguent wanton massacres of Acholi ard Langl soldiers
nust be understood, In this regard, it has not been sufficiently
appreciated that even before extending his murderous wrath all over
the rest of the country, Amin had scen té it that even his own fellow,
Uest Nilers like Col, V. Ociwa, the fomer member of Parliement,
Mr. Viaxrtin Okello, the former Sceretary for .efence, Mr, Mexrtin
“ubanga, all of wion bcelonged to the Alur tribe were nassacred,
Bventually Anin's own time to go cane in 19793 and with that
what the historiecns describe as o "le-action” agoinst his houe ard
hig peovle in ost Nile was launched by the Acholi and Langi, his
follow Northorners whon he hod so ruthlessly nolested, but who now
had the betteor part of hin, he Tanzanian soldiers who overran his
horie town and arca of Arua ¢id alnost cverything humanely possible to
preserve the arca, perhaps for fear of buing described by the outside
world as ruthless revanchists., Jut the Acholi and Lengi fellow
Northerners had no qualiis on that score, Very extensive destruction
of life ard prop rity was therefore carried out, lesving wuch of Arus
the evye~sore it is tod~y in terms of destroyed sirvetured and wany
which nay rouain inconplete for veny years to come, beceuse thelr

owners were killed in this ruthless exercise of revengo,
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Finally, as is well kuown, these two brotherly tribes themeselves
fell apart in 1985, with their quarrel culminating in the overthrow of
the Chote IT regime in 1285, The hovoc and danage Qreaked by Acholi
apldiers upon Lifa and the surrounding areas beloneing to their erstwhile
ally ihe Langi, agein defy description amd will remain for long a watter
of yreat shenme,

411 in all, then, that is the new political piciure of the North
that ewerges, 'ith all the above background of violonf intérndl
conflicts within even the iorth itself it ié difficult to put forward
the orth aos a single political entity thdt, ag of now at least, is in
o~ position to present any serious "(ueution'" to the rest of Uganda.

In feet, just like the Itnly which Prince Clemenc wvon Hettcfnicﬁ the

arrogant Austrion Joreign iinister (1773—1859)‘d050ribed in‘the 19th
.described ag a wmere .

Century before its unification/“geogrophical expression’,  the North

as a political entity could todoy also beldéscribod with correciness

aﬁd vithout any contempt as a mere "geogfaphicnl oxpression'', lacking

any inturﬁal nolitical cohesion.

Be that as it may, we still must reckon with one point on thig
gub-theme before lenving it altogethur.v This ig the pcint that old
beliefe or ayths do die hord, and have.a temdency to hong arourd to
help some people to sustain thelr collective moralce or inturests, Tt
w2g, in foct, in this context thot my lote te~cher, Professor Hans J,
lforgenthau mode the following brilli-nt obstrvotion which T find apt
to quote ot soae length here to sustain the importsnt conclusion we
nave reached in this porticular section of the papor:

411 nations live by wythe, That ig, they paint o picture

of the n-gt thot satisfy their necds but does violence
to the historic record. 3ome myths are bencficinl, They
arc those thot gtrengthen o notion's confidence in having

been, ond being oble to do what the tosls of the moment demand
of it..,



- 19 ~

"Other myths ore pernmicious. They draw from a distorted
reality lessons for the understending of the past and the
charting of futute action which please collective ewmotions,
but lead judgement and netion astray. They are a special
curgse which the post casts upon the future, o curse with
which the dead threaten the living."17
The idea of the "North” of Uganda as o single monolithic political
cntity poscing o quection at the moment to the rest of Uganda'would, in
my view, be onc such myth, But, ﬁo go along with Morgenthau, it would
also be o dongorous nyth as for as the national integrity of this
countxy is concerned, suitable as it way be for serving the sectarian
intcrests of some people in this country,
Not only is the North o mere geogrophical expression as we write,
It is in temms of 1its boundories a unit that is very permeoble politi-
c21ly! Thet boing the cose, people who mean well whethor they be frou
the Bost, Bugondo or VWest, can penetrate it ersily ond do there such
good national work as gowing the secds of politicnl unity and harmony,
promotirng;, thercby, o specedy assinilation of the North in the rcst of
Ugando.,  The undcrstanding between the NRM/MRA under Nuse&eni and the
1 under Mosue Ali provides an exomple of this desirable penetration
of the North, Cimilarly, whether one likes it or not, the extension
of the reeruitn.nt ground of the NRA into Nebbi 2nd Arua districts
provides yer Mnother cxanple of the kind of "bona - fide" penetration we
are t~olking abou}. 8o ore the efforts to spread the NRM ideology as
ctibodied in The Ten Point Progronme ~nd the innovation the Govermment
interds to introduce in the crea of loecol goveormment, Apart from the
current war in the North and North-enst these “bona - fide'" ponetration
now being attermted mrinly in The “est Vile would be éossible in the
rost of the North, tog hence the necd ond urgency of cndine that war,
But just ~s "bonn - fide"” poople ore fréc to penetrote the Jori .
so arc thoge who ure not politicerlly well-mer~ning, These, too, C2n

penetrate the boundories of the North to de such evil things 28 sowlr
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tne seeds of disunity and discord, promoting in the process, the aliena-
tion of the Lortk from the rest of Uganda, This group is so important
in the context of this seminar, it deserves a word or two wore to itself,

Any successful reﬁolutionary change tends to bring to the fore in
position of leadcrship ideological zealots, not only fanatically committed
" to the ideclogy of *the wmovement that brought about the change, but also to
its discipline amd codc of behaviour, On its part, the National Resistance
Movement now in power had a good supply oflgzggle, particularly in the
forefront of its lcadershin - the commanders and cadres, &s they have heen
called, Indeed, 2 great part of their success in the "Luwero Triangle™
and elscwhere was the fruit of the contribution of men and wowen of this
type, Buf it would be remiss om our part if we did not here draw atten-
tion to some of the lapses {rom the original codc of commitment and
behaviour that are now beginning to be noticed by the messes, particu-
larly the masses in the North in the ranks of thesc pecople who were ene
time so careful about their bohafiour in the face of the public,

in this regerd, ‘

It isprportune on uy part that I write this preciscly on the day
vhen the President himself has been reported to cxpress concern about the
behaviour of soldicrs along theze lincs when he recently addressed a
neeting of The Defence Counoil.18 On wy part, the behaviours of
scldicrs, and other pcovle from outside the North, without good political
will that could sow thc seeds of disunity anmd discord, and, hence, promote
the alienation of the North from the fest of the country about vhich I
feel our naticnal leacerzhip and all well-mcaning citizens éhould be
apprised include, to citc but a‘few'examplos,thc following mannerisms
and traits:; the wanton and careless apﬁlication of insulting stéreotypes
that keep drunming into the ears of Northorﬁérs the highly qﬁestionablc
presumption that they are Yprimitive and backward” and that they are

"idiots" or "Banyanya" etc, IMM/IRA persomnel who have got addicted to
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‘these facile phraseologies are definitely not suitable apostles of
concilliation »nd fricndship ﬁo the Nerth, Fortunately, the NRIM/NRA
has a large tcam to choose from; it should, therefore, not be a problem
to replace these missionaries of aliemation with others who can serve as
missionarics of national concilliation end assimilation. Traditional
culturcs in Ugenda are diverse and in some instances very complex and
highly sophigticated in their own unique ways; and, cultures; being
such senaitive, aspects of group life, can any country really afford to
have them tinkered with lightly by any Tom, Dick, and Harry?l9

Apart from this concern about the asgsaulton the culturcs of the
people of the Morth, the other imporﬁant natter of concern that could
give rise to alionation on the partbof a region which, as we have
alrcady said time and tiwe again is politically very receptive to
positive and constructive influcnce from‘the rest of Uganda would be
the bebaviour and discipline of Govcernment soldicrs as they move among
civilions dwelling in largely rural comwunities, who by the very nature
of the cowmunity within which they live can be victiﬁised,violated,or
deprived of their posscssions with almost compete iInrmunity since the
agencies of the ntate which should act as "countervailing" forces are
eith. r not availeble or too far wway in the rural éetting. But following
on what the igs:me of the New Vision to which we have just made reference
above hag reported about the Presidentfs concern on indiscipline among
soldicrs, this particular issue seems to be in good and proper hards,
It is not mecegsaxry thercfore for us to dwell on it at length for now,

So much, then, for the ease and, in the overali, encouraging
prospects  with which the one-tine political solid Norfh, which for
morce than twenty ycoers had threatencd {o monopolise state power, cond.
hence, to proscnt to the rest of the nation a "Northern Question® <.

unending political dominance noy now be rolitic~1ly peneirated., =



if we lcave the story we hove been struggling with in this sub-gection

oy

t this point, it would fail to convey the fullness of the point we wish
to convey in this section, Ve must, thercfore, proceed now to fill in
that missing portion,

‘e nove saild thot considered from the political perspective, the
North is now noi a political wmonolith, if it evur wasy and is thercfore
now casily evailable for penciration by political forces and influences
from the rest of Ugondn, Howev.r, and this is the nissing link we now
wish to put in place, the penctration of pcoples, whether in the
narrower sensc of political penetration, or in the much wider sense of
cultural penetration, is never sound if it is only a one-way affair.
If it is only a one-way affair, it can give rise to unnecessary and scrious
conplicetions in intor-group relations, Thesce arc, [for cxsmple some

complications cobout which, in the global context, the African states and

the rest of the Third YYorld nations arc now complaining, namely, the
problem of dependency in its multinple forﬁs - political, cultural,
ccononmic ctc, TFenetration nust, tbefefore, always be a two-way affair,
guch thot the other group from "outside" can come ing while the group
ﬁinsidoﬁ can also have case of acccss into the "outside'" group.
Cﬁncretoly, vhat we niean here is that the peoples of the Worth
nust also have frec and unguestionable penétration into the rest of the
country, Yor them this is a more crucial point, because the South,
particularly the Kampa1a~Jinja aréa is a metropolitan area, enjgying
such facilities, amenities, and opportunities as have tonded to araw up-
country pcople, the world over, to such metropolitan complexes. The
educxtionaf, social, ard health inﬂtitutioné;of this arca, the euploy-
nent opportuniiies, and so on, av~ilsoble here ﬁust be available not

only to the people of the North but to all other Ugrndans outside this

aroa on the basis of egqual opportdhities and terms, One might>perhaps
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wish to bothcr to chip in the argument thot, after oll, we all laboured
ond sweated to create the focilities and opportunities for prosperity
now available there, But thet is not really the salient point, The
real salient point is that metropolitan areas are metropolitan areas,
and that unless we want to go the way of Apartheid South Africa, they
must be managed on the basis of a kind of open door pelicy-certainly
and without doubt, at least, for all citizens of the countries in which
they are situated,

In the course of preparing this paper, I had the opportunity of
discussing the topic with a number of Northern friends living in
Kempala, The point wc have just been discussing was one of the greatest
concern to them, DMany feawred thet there was a deliberate plot to dis~
lodge Northerners from positionsthey held Iin Government and parastatal
bodies, mercly becausc they were from the North, so that they could be
replaced by Southurnors.zo Others reprted that some irresponsible
people from the South had began to urge them to go back and develop
their placess in the North instezd of wasting time in the South which is
alrcaedy develoved, Still‘others reported having heard rumours of such
bizarrce plans as to "localisc" all education below the tertiary level,
auch that instead of coming to such prestigions and well established
gchools as Budo, Kicubi, Namagunga or (Gayaza, your child irrespoctive
of his or hur merit, would have to attend the so-called "“Third Yorld"
school21 ncar vour village in Pakwach in Nebbi District or in Nabilatuk
in Moroto DMistrict)

hisintegrativeapvroacios of this kind quite obviously heve little to do
with the modorn time in which we are not only now living, but into which
we would like to advance more vigorously 2rd more deeply, In terms of
the North with which we arc concerned, if policies of this type by <!
rcal bad chance come to provail thosce who rorlly desire to sce one &

grated Ugarda will hove missed what I must now call 'a heoven—sens
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opportunity for the Xorth to be fully essimilated into the rest of
“ganda, Is it necossary to odd to this what should be obvioué, namely
that the adoption of policies of this %ind would push us inexorably to
wrhat I presume no onc wishes us to have, namely, a scrious "Northern
Question"?
e must, however, end this sub=-gcction on a wmuch happier note
than the atove, Towards that ord, w submit that with ithe noew developuent
in the politicel position of the North and with some measure of good peli-
tical will, the North, in the political sense,’ is ripé for assimila~
tion, rather than alivnation from this notion, It is, in fact signifi-
cant in this regard, that cven the rebels fighting in the North, if the
»

report of Tiberio Atwoma Okeny 's qudwi}lVMisqion ig a fair gummary of
their position, would scom to be seéking {for exactly this in as far the
ralation of the North to the roest of the country is concerned as may be
secn from the following extract from the Report of the Mission:

"The leaders of UPDM/A informed our mission that thoy

are fighting for their suwrvival and prescrvation of

fundawental huran righis in Uganda, for the integrity

and independence of Ugonda, for democracy, frcedom and

the cstablishment of an indeperdent national army, far

the introduction of a populict (sie,) Constitution and

for peace and prosperity for all the Eggp}pﬂgﬁ_pggp@g;”ze

Conclusion: Is There a Nozthern fuestion?:

The time has now come to furnish an overall answer +to guestion
before us, and that is what we know want to attempt,

As we said above, the answer is complex, Thus, we see in the,
first place and in the light of our survey that although the North could
have assumed a posture in the politics of the country that might heve made
its placc in Ugamdan polities highly problematical, it did not assume
such a posture, Ve are referring here to the_périod on the eve'of
indcpendence, when, with its many'disadvantages - political, economical
and cducational - it might have drogged its foot in tﬁe march towaxds

independence or ssked for special treatment to enable her to catch up

with the others,or to have inbalznces corrected, ag Southern Sudanese
having been clanouring for since the indepermdence of the Sudan in 1955,
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But it was a Northerner who took up the chief executive position
in the country and with the assisténce of largely Northern security
persommel stayed long in powexr, being followedvsubsequently by another
Northerner, who agzain with the assistance of largely Northern/Nubian
personnel also stayed long in power, Purtheor when the latter evontuglly
did fall irom powcr, the very same first Northerner who had taken powerx
on the inception of independencevreturned to power, remaining at it for
gome five years, again with the support of largely Northern security
personncl. The long period of over twenty ycars covered by these two
Nar therners was, unfortunately, the poriod in which internal conflicts
beéamo in fhe manner Clifford Geertz had postulated for the new states
of Africe and Asia endemlc in the country, Further,it was also the
period in which the phenomenon we have referred to as "institutionalised
state violcnce" made its ugly appearénce émong Ugandang, These two
Nortberners and Morthern security were, thus, deeply involved in
exceutive decision-making relating to the many internal conflicta of
their times and in their apnlication ard enforcement,

Ve postulated thot,generally epeaking,in African politics,
characterisced as it is, with primordial sectarianisn people tend to

think that when a leader comes from one seetion, then that lcader and
all the pueple from his section are benefiting., In the same way, we

now need to add in this conclusion, their misdceds tend to be also
attributed to all the people from the scetion from which the leader
comea,  We submitted that both Obote and Amin and their meople of the
_North must have come to be viewed in this way by people in the rest of
the countiry - uow clse could one explain such sentiments as we said werc
commonly articulat.d during the electoral campaign of 1980 ass '"We arc

tired of Northorners"?
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That being the casc, we may now submit as our sccond point in
our conclusion; that it could be only by this kind of‘ieésoning, nanely,
the kind of reasoning thot tends to associate people from the sector
from which a leader comes with the advantages and the nisleads of the
leader that it night perhaps be said, in the context of the internal
conrlicts that were endemic in the ycars of Northern dominance, that

gource of problens,
there has been e"Uorthern Question,” with the North and Northorners as tbe[

It is at this point that we must stouly approise the validity of
this popular habit in Africanpolitics of associating the ordinary
nesses with such advaniages as their "sons® who are privileged to attain
state poucr onjoy, as well as with their misdeeds, In a very substontial
sense this "rule~of-thunb! aséociation of the ordinary masscs with
leoders who conie from tholr arcas is unfortﬁnate ard grossly unfair
to the masses, Ve know only, too, wcll thet the wasses from such
tribes/natiomli'ties or regions from which leaders originate continue,
generally, in a world of their own, wollowing in their poverty as they
have done for ages without end without being rescued from such poverty
by their "luclgy" sons who by some stroke oféigzﬁh the pinnacle of power
in the statc., That being the case the ordinary masscs of the North
must not be implicated in the biékorings,quarrels, killings, and
extensive doestruction that have tragically‘accompanied ant continue
to be so charactcristic of our internal conflicts,

The Northern nagses have continued to till their land, to tend
their aninals, and generally to attend to such of their chores a3 are
required to eke out an uneviable existence in a context of unbearable
poverty - all that without taking even an exe or panga to harm eny non-
Yortherneér, “hat 1s even more, such of thege ordinsry Northerners as
did come to the South lived anons Sbuihern fellow countrymen 80 anicably
that such of them as were in the rural areas of the South, partiéulérly

in Buganda, obsorbed the cultures of the South absolutely with some of
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- them not only speaking Luganda flucntly ard without any strenge acgent,
bUt also - giving such typically Klvanda names as "Musisi',
"ﬁdsoke", "Mkaga” cto to their children,
k It has been important to make this distinction ketween the

loaders ard the wasses, because a8 we pointed out at the emd of

Scetion IT, the question we aré denling with is also a deliczte
guestion. In the course of these conflicts many Ugondans, not just
in one ares dbut in various othoer places as our mein treatment aboye
" may have shown, lost their deer ones ond possessions., It is, thus,
not fair to associate the inndcent nassca with-the gufferings that
the various conflicts have wreaked upon Ugandans. 23 .
All that had £0 do wi@h the Obote-Amin years in Ugandan politics,
Let us now take our last step and advence into the present, the time
we are now passing through, Is therc a "Northgrn Question" threatening
vs in this pcriod? OQur treatment hos been very ewphatic about th}s.
With the North now ao badly disintegrated politically we cen say that
there is no peculiarly North.rn Question of a political kind, which is
what this annlysis has been restricted to. Thot is why we maintain
thot with tact and political goodwill on the part of all, paxticularly
that of our luadership, the North of today is ripe for cgsimilation

rother than alicnation.

Minnlly, let me now point out the obvioﬁs, nanely that our
analysis here has been done mainly through the political periscope.
Should we have ceployed another, ard equallyvrelev ant periscope, namely
the SO“lO—GCOnomlC one, our answer would have been far less re-assuring
than it‘is now, For, when one lools at the North through the latter

periscope, its characier as a problem ares in the socio-ccenomic trars.
formotion of Uganda becomes very very apnarent. That, however, is ax
exercise for anoih r occasion., We, thus, re~iterate for this partic:
occasion thot, from the political perspeciive, the North todey does

constitute any insurnountoble challenge or “Questiion’ for Uganda,
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The phenomenon of intormal conflict caught the atiention of the
great Greek philosopher, Aristotle, who discussed it in his
Doliggg§ as far bwck as the 4th ccntury B. C., whlle in our

- all b&Vp vade substantlal oontrlbutlon to our urdorstandlng
of the inportance of the plicnomenon within social groups.

Pavid L. Sille, (ed.), The International Incyclopredia of the
Spcirl. Sciences (London: Collier Macmillan Publishers Vol.3,
1972 contains & goed svnopsis of their respective contribution,

Clifford Geortz, '"The Integretive Revelution: Primordial Senti-
cents and Civil Politics in the Wew States™ in Clifford Geertz
(ed, ) o1d Socictiecs ond New Socicties: The Quest for Modernity

in ASIE»”hd-AfrlO " (Tondon: The Free Press of Glencoe, 196%),

I hove personally found Geertz! argument so compelling, I have had
to refer to it agein ond agoin, 21lthough in different contexts,

"as for example, in ry article "Soldicrs and Society in Ugendas

Some lessons fren the Tast" which should be coning out in the
Mowazo issue scheduled to appear before Octobex this year,

Apart from whet the newspapers and Radio Uganda have been
releosing on this wer, I had the oppertunity to pglean through
some of the papers prepared by Mr, Tiberio Atwono Okeny amd his
"Goodwill Mission™ to the Rebels in the "war zone" in Northern
Ugande - Dec. 198G-April 1987. I wos given to understand that
thesce papers are open d ccunents, hence uy taking the 1ilx rty to
rcad them, too, and 10 cuote from' them.

Actually, Lugonda-speakers in ard arourd Kanpols rugt hove baeen

relotively much bettor informed than the rest of us[did not speck

Lugonda and who, thercfore, had to deperd on the morsels of news
he then Iinglish Weekly DP Wowspoaper Mummansi kindly chose to let

- us have, fThe poper, incidentnlly, folded it up its business as

soon as the Oboie regine was overthrown, something which nany
Ugardans regret and do not ulhderstand,

These trips were nade between July and Deccrber 1936, The
vigorous prograrmic of rehabilitoting the area that the Govern—
nent launcined had not yoit bogun to nmoke much of a difference,

See Scetion 4 p.lT7 where the slogan "We are tired of Northerners"
that is discusscd there appears to imply this ¢pinion,

The theme of culturcl pride will be picked up again for treatment
in 2 subsequent scction of this paper.

hccording %o Aidan Southall, for exenple,.a nunber of Alur Chiefs

either clainr their descent fron the kwnns/Bunyoro or had to Lof

cone for gonfirmetion of their title after eccessicn to chief-.

shlp - Aidan, Southall Alur Society: A Study in Processes and
es o’_@omlnatlon Cambridge: W, Heffer & Sons Ltd.,'1953,

Ppa &1 8“‘ 9

Allen & Ptnwin Ltd,, 1958,

Kenneth Ingham, The Making of Modern Uganda, London: George

My colledgue Sam Lwanga—LunyiigOIWill be treating for us the
topic "The Colonial Roots of Internal Conflict in Ugandal,
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12, There is perhaps no better way to impress unon readers the
importance of this labour ”reservoir'[by explaining to readers A than
that in the case of West Nile the whole of that comrlex that now
comprises the militery barracks at Pakwach wes fully occupied
twice a week by indentured workers from upper West Nile who then
took the 'S Robert Corymdon'to come down to Jinja subsequently
by trein to work on the RKakira and Lugazi Sugar Egtates, But
many other Northcrners from West Nile itself, Acholi and Lapgo
found their own other way to cheap labour in the South., The
category of "undesirable labour" must include for this period
both the Police and the King's African Rifles (X.A.R,) about
which Southerners, particularly Basgmnda were none too keen at
this stage, even if one takes into account "that official -
Government policy sterted off initially by not encouraging them
ag lan Grabamme correctly confirms in his book, Amin and Uganda,
Londons Granada, 1980, 1,27, T

13, = The Theme of "undergoverrment" as cpposed to misgoverrment or
“even dictatorship about which we speak so often has been
fagcinating me recently; ard I do hope that my continued
reflections over it will one day yicld at least one paper in
which I relate it to some of the political ills in Uganda.

14. The only hope, if hope there iz, is that as the years go by and
the dust or emotions of the politically over-hbeated present
tines settle down, higtorians will settle down to sift the
relevent data and perhaps come up with conclusions that will
convince pecople about the true realities of African politics.

15.  Ugondp Protectorate, Report of the Ugends Relationships
Conmission 1961, Entcbbe: Goverrment Printer 1961, p,28,

16.  Uganda Protectorzte, Report of the Ugerda Relationships
Commission, 1961, Chapter 19 Para. 448,

17. llans, J. Morgenthau, in his "Toreword" to Tang Tsoha wmonurental
gtudy of the political pethology behind what the laticr aptly
titled Awerice's Foilure in Ching, 1941-50, Chicago: The
Univey:ity of Chicago Press, 1963, p,VII. lorgenthau's own
exanples of pernicious myths were the idea that Algeria was an
integral part of lr-nce and the idea that "America lost China”
in 1949 vhen lgo-Tse-Tung and his coanunists swept into power,
althouglh China never "helonged to Amncerica,

18,  The Wew Vision, Sept. 14, 1987, p.l,

15. Incidentally this is one of the developnents about which most
Northorn:rs I bhave talked to ebout the question befcre us have
expressed grave concern and anger, Thus, the sooncr action is
token to ndvisge RQM/NRA personnel about the horm to MNorth-
South 1ralationsiiip this carcless verbal assoult on the culturs’
stotus oi ( he peoples of the Horth is doing the better for the
nation,
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In the ropart that ir, Tiberio Atwoma Oleny's Goodwill Mission

o the Rebels subnitted to the Govermment on its return that we
nentioned eerlier in the paper, "The discriminotory dismissal

of serving men ard officer in the Ugamde Police and Prison

forces amd other officials from public institutions" is presented
as onrt of the "Itnediate couses" for the UPDM/A involvement in the
wor in The Noxth,

This is how some people in and around Kempala contenptously refer
to the reny second-ry schools that mushrooned ia the Obote II
regiie 1n alnost every varlianentary constituency in the

country, :

Prom the rcport of the Goodwill Mission,

T have dealt with the role of Motrthern soldiors with whose uis~
deeds the ordinary tasses of the North should, ag2in, not be
asgociated, in another paner "Soldicrs and Socicty in Uganda:
Sowe Lessons from the Past™ which is scheduled to come out in
the next issue of lMAVAZO.
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