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I. Intreductien

Generally appreciated these days both Qithin international
fera, particularly those within the United Nations System and
its associates and within academia with a Third World Outloek is

"
the "African Crisis", This is a term which has come te encampass
phenomena such as repeated foed: shortages which frequentl&
&egenerate inte-famine situations frrxwﬁich emergency multi-
lateral and bilateral ford "relief" measures have had to be
N )

resorted to, Even more wellknown and perhaps even broader are
the economies ef Third World countries, pargicularly these in esur
Continent which seem to be incapable of taking oﬁi and in which
the general trend is a downward drift towards greéter dependency en

external aid, What is "Crisis" about both these is that the Con-

tinent is very well endewed with resources to produce foed for

intannol annamntian AnAd n anmglae Fam o avoant ket thod dnedand A8
thigs coming abeut emerzency food aid has become the norm and

surplus food produced inside the Continent has beccme the exception.
Instead of massive external funds making it possible for Africa to
tap its vast natural and human resources to achieve an economic
breakthrough, the Gontinent is having to require more and more

aid, not to advance but to pay interest on previously acquired
loans which can only worsen the debt-repayment burden., How these
apparent anomalies come about is obvicusly a matter ef great
internitional interest, but equally impertant is the fact that this

cannot escape the critical analysis of acaderia, (1)

Less frequent in international fera, even those of the United
Nations whese principal ebjective was invended to be ta spare the
World of Scourge of war, is the phencmenon cof internal politice~

Military convulsicons. weneva is busy talking about contrelling

o

strategic weapcons; disarmament discussicons hesitantly take rla
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t
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in the TN system, but these do not seem to sericusly focus on the

flew cf conventicnal weapons inte Africa and the rest of the Third

' »
World. Both the UN and the Super Fowers in Geneva and the allied

&
sumnmits seem to be busy thinking »f avoiding a World War III as if
T )
war is war only when it invelves Northern Hemisphere countries
B
generally and directly. In the Far Bast, in the Middle East, in
Al

b 2
Scuthern Africa, in Chad, in South West Sahara, in Latin and South
Anerica = in all these ceuntries what is remarkably constant are
the pounding gzuns, the downing or launching of Migs, the movement
- s ) '
of tanks and impressive military parades, althoush in none of
them is any ef these equipments manufactured. The same countries
which tolerate these apparently inexplainable obsurdities are those

(2)

which are characterized by the crisis discussed above.
i »

Underneath these crossfires, not among or between nations but

within our countriss themselves are irritations between ethnic
e

communities, religious identities, political affiliations, which
very soon turn into open hostilities. In Uganda, in Ethiopia, in
Angola, in Mozambique, in the Sudan, and in Chad, and beyond Africa
in Sri Lankha, these form the bleak but prominent profiles, of their
respective national lives. Yet, resecarch as an international effort,
on these matters is more conspicuous for its paucity. This
monotonouﬁ barrenness of international indifference both in scholarly
and policy forsd has only intermittently been disturbed by the

establishment in recent years of an Institute for Ethnic Studies in

Sri Lanka and the Peace Research Institute in Osle, Norway.

IE there a relationship between the "grisis" previously
 presented and Internal Conflict now under referehce? There %s no
doubt that a broader posing of the question would be.usefﬁl because
it is time we started teo identify problem; ip their entirety.

Convenience, however, as well as the requirements of the session for



which thig paper is prepared dictate a partial focus. To vprobe

the international implications of internal coaflict and to suggest
posgible remedies for them, form an underlying objective ef this
paper. However, it is not poseible to attaisa these two goals
without first despesing of the quéstion of wnat really constitutes
Internal Conflict; how this phenomenon manifests itself, as well as
its deeper effects on our volitical systems. Crucially important
also iz the need to conceptualize properly *he relationship between
the domestic situation and the international situation which is

why the paper bears its present title, I propose to deal with these

each in turn.

. In the paper, a view will be advanced to the effect that,

given the nature of contemporary international forces and given

the character of the state iﬁ Africa and the rest of the Third

World, the Cracks which internal conflicts betray in our domestic
gituations pose the groatest risk go our development as viable
eutities and presperous communitics and that a great need, therefcere,
now exists to mainage the internal diversities of our states in a
mimier that relegates innevitable domestic disputes and disagree-

s

ments to incensequence. Meanwhile, internal conflict as a

rhenomenon,

11, Internal Confliet

There is hardly any need for 2 full-scale entry into defina-
tinal bannlitles over conflict. Conflict is simply conflict and
it is internnl, meaning within a country, if the protagonisis are
interrnlly lecated, or, if externally domiciled, if they are
internally rested and the cause for which they conflict can be
identified to be domesfic. Or this, there is 2 complication o

shall be Jermonstrated later. The conflict may range from ive

to communicate because of the Jdepth of feeling and the gils



Iris conditien of fluidity, of possibilities of breaking
ard the ¢lusive search for a new balance is fertile ground for
rinor disagresments to develop into active conflicts which can
escalate into open hestilities., DMutual suspicions on the part
c¢f perscns and groups, political and otherwise, absonce of shared
values and norms feor attaining valued'gcnls are in nbundance.
Political leaders respect nebody and honour no pledies; econemic
actors act without regard to the social good; professionals ferget
their oaths as soon as they say the last word of the same; armies
define the-people who finance their barracks and pay for their

uniforms and their weapeons as objects for manipulation, cven

slaughter.

Governments are not governments of countries or nations but
of partialities serving particular interests. There has to be a
party government, a movement goverrment, an army government which,
in conditions of zero sum game must take all, This anomic situatien

heightens the conflict potential in Africa and beyond.

b) Poverty

There are many ways of looking at peverty. The term
generally denotes meagrencss of economic resources for sustaining
lifes clothing, shelter, transport, diet, these are affected. Teo
be poor is to be in the red, or near so, so far as these are
concerned. But it can alsc denote difficiency of valuable but
intangible things. Self respect, civility, respect and consideration
for others, etc¢. When one is poor in the material sense and alse in
this subjective sense, one will be a thief, one wiil kill, one will
rig elections,an~ther will rig systems for no other reason than

onszs own personzl glcry.



Our countries are gaipped by this condition. The ruthless
gsearch fomaocumulatior; regarding pubdic office as a lincence
for building up economic power and holding society te ggnsom.
People live lives and do things as if there are no moral

“ N
inhibition., In the case of Uganda of the post indgpendenoe era,
these atfributes have their cleareg? manifestation, No wender,
in a gpace of 20 years our country has had three civil wars.

.Eoverty of this k}nd can be a real nuisense and exercabate
internal'tensions.

) ‘Inept%tude in the Management of Diversity

Nothingeis perhaps meee dangerous gemgralldy than a
supposition that only ones side has a monopoly of virtue; has any
real Justificuiion for existing, or a predence that one can impose

uni formity nnd achicve unanimity.

w.s ‘. . -
’an;?wmnt we touched upon earlier and must be reiterated,
PRI ®, . (3
In potitical s®once we apply two terhs to this tehdencys:
- - . . > ..k
fitolerance and sero sum game, One finds it difficul® to accept
L]
and tive with another porson, ancther idea, another group (tribe,
party, religion). This leads to a very serious defficiency in
managing ditferemcos. It leads to vretences that differences can
be sheuted dewn, cultural diversity is frowned upon, and cne persues

wholism to the oxclusion of peculiarities.

Open hestilitics among tribes, aneong religions, ameng pelitical
partics can arise rrom the sheer fact that cnes peculiarities are
not appreciated, DlMiner irritaticns become beginnings of nationzl
dissasters. This is particularly so in medern circumstances when

the world is more aware, where even the mest Illiterate and pocrw,
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tztes havs learn te manage diversities. The times we live in,
nerefcors, dc add to> the difficulties of redueing internal
hostilities unless a serisus thinking takes place en-eur part.

d) rsychelscical wvariables

let lesing face, rretecting ones agr; viewing wenesclf as
teyond guestien because ¢f unjustifiable confidence, sheer
arrogznge, these are .psychclegical traits. And far toe many
countries have suffered when they have been led by leaders and
gevernnments whose actinns can be describod by #hese terms. Afrien
have had leaders whe weuld rather destroy their parties, their
armies and even their countries than have thcemselves lesose pewer,
Far tos many of eur ceuntries have gevernments whieh think that
statesmanship and glery comes only from continuing in power even
when this leads to a bleeding nation and n suffering people.
People have nct yet acquired the medesty to accept failure and
voluntarily give their countries a chance to Lry somcene else.
These are cbvisusly psycholegical and cultural preblems because
at their reet lie questions of how c¢nc judges oncs role in histery,
whether ene considers the country to be more impertint than its

leader or its ruling party,army or government,

They are instances of psycholegical patholegy living side by
side, in a mutually reinfercing way, with what onc Ugandan scholar

(3)

has termed institutional pathology. They are part of the
environment of crisis which leads to internal convulsions to whieh

we refer herein,

Iv, Internatignal Context cf Inte;nal Conflict

As already indicated, our principal task in this paper is to
probe the international implications of Internal Conflicts as already

defined, and to susgest some remedies or to avert such conflicts.



It is quite clear that no good job in this connectien is pessible
: ve
unless the interconnections between internal crisis and the

external situation is preperly conceptualized., T9 this we new

turn.

To begin with, let us note that the burden ef what was said
garlier on abeut the Tluidity and brittle quality of .E} political
systems to which we applied the terms "Amoeba-type' and the
"Bwegege" iz to show the rather unstable and manipulate er expose
form of these\polities. Terms such as "dependent”, “"nes-colenial”
and "penetrated” have been used by variots scholars te put, with
various degrees of intensity, this quality of cur pclities in

(4)

sharp relief,

Internal incoherentce means a pervious framework where the
. 4 ‘
inaularity of tho eld pelities becomzs impossible. Because eof
. . . . 3 . s

this, the extornal clement, easily intrudss into ohr pelities,
In o real sense, our rolitical systems have leaking roofs where
the external sterms continue to loak long after the storms have
subsided,  Entry ‘throwth the legitimate doers continues to take

L |
place but damwre is wmere vossible through the leakages.,

The situation could hardly be otherwise bocause of the
fellowing. Our states were put together by an external ferce,
celoninlism, wnd by the time it devarted, the external ceonstituency

. .
wis so wtrong thht fermal independence kad to accommbdate it.
beonomiecnlly, volitic:lly and even militarily, cur ceuntries shew

very clear features of the colonial peried. Even underlying

assumptions in cur scholarship soriously betray the colrnial



s2ny ef our 1oadin ublic servants; che cglebrated scholars

»e,

7y
s

the influencizl statesmen, the forces that shape eur cceonomies,

cur grmizss many ef which have seized POWET = many of these have
2loar marks of celenialism on them. Yo make @ clear senaraticn
cetween the domestic onvironment =2nd the external circumstince
would be nest unrelistic, in the circumstances. But the situaticen
is compounded by the follewing.,

n

Trg conterporary world of which eur’states are 1 part is a
much, smaller world, neatly linked by strongly interlecking ecencimic
pclitical apd military fercés which find the leaking roc{s much
useful to their goals. Imperialism of various tynes, so keen to
control raw matirinals, t~ control sea routes, to mrintain spheres
of incluvnce, is compietely nt ease with this condition and will

seek to prote&t and expand oppertunity.
[ ]

More impertant, the global constellation ef Terces, Military
political~iderlogical, is such that this struggle must intensify,

particularly in the Third World. The multipolar wrrld, with its
[ ]

rival ideolrgies is a%so ~ dangerously armed world. ‘The relative

balance among the prwerful countries of the North, with regard te
[ ]

the means of destruction, has been characterized as the balane: *

-
ef terror,

One remarkable aspect of the balance of terror is that, even
thouszh it dmes not nreclude continuation or prclongation of ideelé-
glcal struggles and the flexing of military muscles AmCng the
pewerful and rich ccuntriee, it does never-the-less almnst rule

out, at least :xperience has showed us tedate, an open and direct

rilitary clash between the East and the West in the Northern

Hemisphere itself.




Such confrontatiens, sither direct or, which is more often,

by proxy takcs place in the far off lands in Africa, Latin America,

‘o
Middle East and Acia., On the surface of it is a puzzle that in
. . . ' [ 3
the areas ef the world where evidence of war, largely internal

»
(which is vhy we wust stress it here) is more dramatic and
dangerous are precissly those countries which produce not a single
| AN
weapon they ugse. Not even a simple bullet or a simple gun comes
e : : .
from within.

They are areas which finqwit very easy to procure military
aid ‘to prosceute internal wars. The testing gro%gd of weapens,
particularly cenventional weapcns which C%E_be used fer years
without any thregat to the supplier, is our continent, The pewerful
countrics, aware of the consensus a2mong themselves in matters eof
their muturl crcearity hove eongincored the Nuclear Non Prolifera=-
tion Treuly which +ffvcts weapons which fow re~lly want te use
and which fw countrics really need for internal wars. This,
they have inaisted countrics of the Third viorld to sign, giving
the foloe Impreasion that they nre really interested in intern-

L 4
ationnl peace and sceurity,  But no cne excels them in their

. ®
eintthusinen for handine out either cash or Militarv hardware er

. . Compunism , 28 in Latin America; to flght against
both ostinsibly teo fight agrinst/socinl imperinlism, 2s {H Angelz
case in the 19708 and 1980s demonstrated; and teo fight ﬁgainst
internaitional capitilism ind USA hegemoniem as the arming of Amin
of Uganda used to be justified in the 197C's. HNene has ever

.
suggested any soricus intermtionnl offort teo contrel or regulzte
the txffic of arms to the third ‘.«-‘(‘I‘ld, which Sriggor-rnapny

governments uae withn atandon fe torrorise their own ciiizers

agd ruin the econonmy,



no
i

In osum we oan giate the interconnection between the internal
. .
. Py o TR - ; ] ok B 0] . . é'
situttion of which Intcrnal Conflict is & prominent aspect, and
. /il‘. . ) ) .
wne extsrnal envirenment shownZthe immediately pracecding para-

-

, ir the fellewing way, Because, on the onc hand, our
b 4

[#7]

Irath
relitical systems are internally incoherent, extremely fluid and
cn8y to break; because nspects of their intornil form arc
rrejsctions of the external environment; nnd becnruse, on the ether
hand, the externzl environment; auxieus to seize cpportunity ef
various scrts, sharply in conflict within itself but so scarcd ef
cach other, creates a situntion in which the relationship between
the two is f 3 type where the extornal impinges «n our internal
sitliation with 1 ferce which breaks through the luaking ronfs

and uses its constitucncics in our midist to epen wide to acquire
legitimate entry fer illegitimate purpeses. Internal conflicts

in this context van be an opening for oth& s to acquire a focthcld
or could be o result of an illegitimate entry of the outsider in
order to breszk the back-borne of a hitherto strongly foartified

nationalistic people.

This kind of conceptualization decs not permit us to foeus
only on the international implications of internal confliet. Such
would be to direct our concern only to a small aspect of the prcblem.
The peint is that internal conflicts have international implioatians
for internal conflicts, preciscly because internal conflict is a
product of the interaction between the two domains. It is precisely

¥

for this reason that I have preferred to talk of the Internatienal

context of these conflicts.

v, Illustratigns

In erder to demonstrate more concretecly the imterconncetions
tetween the external and the internal, let us cite the following

instances, some historical, ethers contemporary.



Recontly, in a2 Zritish weskly The Guadian e repert appeared
zbout the form-r chicf cf the Bhodesiazn Secret Service Organizatien,
who surprisingly Prime Minister R, Mugabe had thd innocence to
continue s the bess of the successor body'iﬁ independent Zimbabwe.
He continucd in this role until 1982. In the report in question,

he was revealing that he and his colleagues under Prime Minister
Smith had reallyrecruited what is now the MNR in’Mozambique in
order to divert Frclime Government under President Samora Machel
away from nctive suppert for the Patriotic Front, particularly

Mr, Mueabe's ZANU, 4ANU was launching a serious offensive from

L
the'Nozambique side and Smith wanted to inconvenience them by

"destabilizing" Mozambique from within.

The Genernl was extra-ordinarily frank to the extent eof
saying: "we recruited them, we trained them, we paid them.
.
They rolly hed na presrusme, no wmissiony they just wanted

o (4)

Moty

A . " N . N
From this ebucure background, Smith did serganize a force
of iudussinous Mezambiguans, strong enoust: to inconveniznce
Mowambigque while ot the gome time laurnching ~n ugly search and
L R
destroy terrar nerinat the Jirbabwean people, inside Bhodesia.

This wis ene of the conditions which forcedl Fuaabe to enter into

negoti tbions with Smith in 1ate 1370s.

After cimbabwen indevendence, thore was no longer any
faerlity for NI suppert from Jimbabwe, but, uscd to foreign MONEY,
they wore anxdi-us fo have anether Vacker, and Scuth Afriea has come

in enrnest, rursuing cxoactly the same ob

Gevernmen



The econcmy of the country, already suffering from the
~ftir effects of 2 long and bitter literanticn war against
Foertugzl, has continued to deteriorate. The consequence was
Xxomati, ~» form of heod-winking which South Africa duped Zimbabwe
irto, pessitly to embarrass Mezambiqua nd weaken its solidarity
with fthe rest-eof Africa. It is not surprising tht Nkomati Accord
was followed by the bombing of tzrgets'inside Mozambique by South
africa and the so-c2lled accidental air.crmsh which killed
Mr. Somera Machel himself, It is true that the conflict or war
in Zimbabwe is internal, between tho Government and its ~ppenents,
but the meney th: dissidents use, the logistical support and
training they rececive, the weapons they use and the objsctives

%

for which the offensive is launched cannot be said to be wholly

or even mrinly internal,

But it is ncoeessary to point sut that the MNR, bad and
mirguided as it is, wis fundamentally ceated by an irpet handling

of minority groups which were not part of ¥relimo during the
struggle against Portuzal. Dizzy with success, after the ccflapse
of Portuguese colonialism, Frelime lenders discended- en their
apparently ineffectual.epponents, some of whom had been close

to the colonial state system, with a rare arrogance and exuberance.
Many of them were paraded at jubilant victory rallics as traitors
to whom promiscs of pardon were given, forgetting that public
huriliation of this kind sells to very feu people. In victory,
Frelio leaders thought that thoss who appeared weak and defeated

had no cards. These cards they have now shown to possess and the

situation is pretty serious.



In short, Frelime lzaders widensd the cracks which did nct

have to widen, in the internal situaticn and the storm ef foreign

intrusion hags turn:d the leaking roofs into fleods.

4]

Prom the Nigeria of the 1966¢ 1s to be feund additicral

proof of the interconnzction between the” domestic and the external.

~

There, the country had three distinct ethnic blecks, The
Haugas, a 1ittle mcre than one half of the total populaticn of
Nigeria but'found in the Nerthern Region of the country which had
2 total of only three such Regions, The Hausas, therefere,
regionally occupicd only one third of the Regions of the country.
They happencd alsn to be culturally and religiousky different,
being Muclims while the other two Hegions, the West and the East,
were miinly Christian. Economically, the North, sc barren and
semi-desert, was the loast productive of ‘he rogions, a condition
which hed beoen vxerenboted by the nogleoet of the Negien by the

Rritich celoninl Administratien,

The @it ond the Woegt were Lhe more productive areas of
the country, much of them b.oing in the Trepical forest zones;
Thv it soen dlscov. red that it had oil. Yet, despite the fact
that the fast and the Wogt nreducced the country's wealth, and had
Digh Lovel roanpower to man the burercricics of the state, politi-
cﬁ}ly Lhoy were marrinal breause democracy sccorded to the mejerity
Stoatey, cepecinlly if noatly ermanizod as the Nerth was, a cavacity

to dominate nalioml vorresentative orvins wvhich, in o Parliamentary

demoeracy, save thom b
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tran the rest, oohuld nover-the-less, by the sheer welht of

s conirel the destiny of the country., In a situation such

2g this, sociclc;% will show that the dervminant croup, bearing
ithose chirqcteri§tios, will want te oxcreise power in a trigger
harpy way beotuse to lese power is to lese the only moans available
te compete coumpel-ntly in the dicficiont areas with these whe are

to nndntain numerical

=<

uperior. The consus will Dbe risged

surcriority cover 2 strens and threatening minority.

In the case of Wisoria of the 1960s, ~11 those were evident,
The state, once under the Hausa, had to remiin so while this
created norvousness amcng the disadvantaged. In desparation, a
coup is orginized which wis characterized by scctarion excesses,
particularly comrittsd by the Ibo Army officeus ngainst others,
mainly Hausa leaders. In response, the Hausa officers and men as
well 28 rural communitics directed their vensuence towards the
Ibos, particularly the business clements spread out in the

o .

country. Hundreds of lbo's were murdered within hours withcut
the slightest wvidence that thesewere mombers of the same country.
No wonder, from 1966~T70, the country was ¢ngulied into a serious
civil war in which the ctate of Biafra composcd of “the Ibos was
proclaim.d, trying to break sway from Nigeria.

' There can be no doubt that within Nirerin, therce were cracks
in the roof of the polity. Internally the system was incoherent
because of a combination of fachors sineh as imbalance in economic
development in the country, religious digtiuchLivencss and a
tradition of baing sopsrats.  Thowe in the coutrnl of the state

demonstrzted an incapacity to establish a reassuring balance of

nopes and 2dvantages as botween the different pecples of Nigeria.



To the extent that Jigerians failed to reassure their anxious
compatrints and failed to manage their own diversities, and ended
wup shooting at ench other in 2 grueling civil war, we can talk

of an internal conflict. The war between Biafra znd Federal
Higeria wasg definately a war between Bigerians but with divergent

hopus for the future. It was by all anpearances internal.

But note should be taken also of the fact that indirect rule
was not created by Nigerians; that uneven develepment between the
North and the rost of the country had colonial roets which had
become internalized and gave the impression of being a legacy
of Nigeria. "9 this extent this denotes both externality and
internality.

However, of the greatesf importance is the fact that East/
Wost cobitions ondangered the lives of willions of”ﬁigeriins.
Nigrerin io an afriern siant that cwn be 2 nrizo to n nen-African
atate Having o (ort-hold on it. Fritain wes the form:r dolonial
pewer und, censistent with the well knewn gsphere of influence
mentality aumens pewerful states, Nigeria was within its orbil.
ier M, it was part of the British Commonwealth, And se

Byritain wi present in Nigeria ard wanted to continue there, if

net to atrougthen its base,

b

Put Niserin was alse an indeveondent country that had develeped
relotiong with other countrics smeh ns the Soviet Unien which alse
- .
wrmted to strongthon itz reots if not weaker the roots of its
rivals such ag Britain, Attention wis focussed on Nigeria with
the US4, somewht v 1ittls fir off,

might slacken and give i+ an crpertunity to s*er in.  Countriss

ich baeliove - 1w Wes] varsqed . SN 5 :
which beliove that Third Werld counsries cannot be inzevendent and o

- rrds Syt a1 3 v
only trade imperialism, cannot do otheorvise. ey have o

.
-y . ERS - ; 3 ;
keep watching any vossible pewer that ~ight jume in,



ind se it was when Nigeria found itself faced with internal
fficul*ics. PBritain rushed in arms aid to assist the Federal
Sovernment in a2ccerdance to traditien. However, such aid beceme
rore substantial and leng lasting when the Soviet Unicn extended
Pilitary assistance ilse. The official reuson was te save the
integrity of a sovereign and independent Nigerin., - Yet,
tencath all these apparently disinterested gesturcs lay o sordid
milit~ry and foreign policycalculation on the part of both

*

&

countrics to ensurc thit neither surplanted the other by buing
-»

scen to have tpped the balance in the civil war in favour of

(5)

the Foederal Government.

In the precess the Federal Government which might have been
willing to reach an accommodatien with its disseﬁting regien, was
Turmed intm a2 belligerent b=cause of the overconfideunce which
Anglo-Soviet assistance gave it., Not to be outmaneauvred by both
the Seviet Tmion and Britain,De Gauls of France came.te assist
Biafra. However, lezistical problems arising from the geophysical

lecaticn of Biafra, plus the fact that no country had yet )
r?cognised the indepcndence ef Biﬁfr&, made Prench suppert. beth
subtle and ineffective. But it gave to Biafra a false feeling of
security , a fceling that better days might'arriQQ, The cnd result
wzs that this external intrusion csealated the level of vielence
ieqding to horrors against the Ibos in Binfra., Nigerians were

murdering each other en an unprecedented scale, fueled by sectarian

national-interest-motivated arms "aid" to the two sides of the war.

In shert, the Nigerian civil war was a case where externalities

- .
w

and internalities were combined in near mutual harmony,
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The case of Uzanda is more well known to us €nd a let of

the pipers in the Conference, no doubt, will deal with it

severally and in dctail.

In an carlier work 1 have myself gene

(6)

into our tragedies and cur irresponsibilities in scme detail,

Thore @an be no doubt that our leaders in the last 25 years have

failed us and their failures are, in 2 great measure, alse

"nttributable to us as society,

(7)

A gmall country, with sharp religious, political and, abeve

2ll, ethnic clcavages but at the same

o
[SE%}

middle cla

ever ready to dwarfen the

rime with a large cducated

achievements of every

lender, Uganda is a tragic case that has turned every available

opportunity into a cost.

We have truly become the Beirut of

Evet Africa. Matters of uneven development between a military

powerful Nerthern Region (by virtue of its dominance in the

/4

coloninl wnd pest-celsninl 1rmy) but n ceonorically near

impoveriched en:, and an vconomically more 11ffluent South, an

eul by cducatienally advanced nrea; the confirrance of oelitical

powor on the North, the %eakoning of politicnal parties as ergans

of

in too mmall a ceountry, cooxisting with
republican sympathi.

chambors vhere

for conquest,

Ui,

free pepular oxpre

suce

o

Sy

“y
RS

is gripped by a lynching hysteris,

ssion, of toe many Kings and reynl families
neople with strong

this country has turncd itself into death
1 ine rogimes wmd thoir rivals hatch plets

in fict, susrocts that sometimes this country

cch otheor ire 21l imported,

The arms with which we fight
. L]
an externality., e cquipnent that successive
agencies use to invade the privacy of Umnda's
made here.  the teehnigucs of torture which we
about are not indigeneus to eur country, hes:
L 4

evidence of streng oxtormalitics,



1
AV
(89

1

Cn #hz ether hand, the ineptitude with which regimes handlie
sppenents which freguontly turns simple incidents and irritatiens
into crisisj thoir inability freguently te roalise that this is
20+n century when mapy people demand the right to be different
thout cndangering nitienal interest; thelr inability te

vosiy

sepirate Pagime Interests from national interests, these are

cach,cther, hwnce the idea of an interaction between thon.

VI, Implicatiens of Internal Conflict

In the light of the preceding discussicns it is not useful
to focus on the internatienal implications of internal conflicts.
There is a twn way traffic in terms of implications. Internal
conflicts definately have international implications. They excite
intervention of anxious powers sceking to control. Internal

» 3 . . |. . . ‘
conflicts exercabate the fluid internal situation and bring inte

. oy
doubt the future ceurse cf our countrics. Vho will hold sway,
3 . . . .
which leader er party #r army will ncquire supremicy, become real

L]
issues, For powers anxious to cxercise influcnce the desire to

. .
step in and help the preferred party, internal cenflict rﬁa A bonus.

The real danger of internal conflict for international pence
is to Erigger off competition among powerful states and the
escallation of armament traffic from rival countrics towards the
Third World Countrics. The illustrations cited abivelare preof
enough of this danger. Intecrnal conflicts therefore heighten
international tensiens.

International conflicts are also dangerous because of the
refugee crisis which they worsen. One danger is the human crisis
represented by refugee conditions; Statelessness, the turning

. ? ¢ s
of nationals into roefless peeple cannot be described in any other



wiy. But this dees lead to internztional complicatiens when th}s

floed of rcefless penple, anxious to find income and stabl%?
environments are pressured/turned into extensions of underground
gecurity nctwerks ef rival imperizlist countries. In additien
to being part of the human crisis and an abuse of human rights,
it is dangerous to the security of their home countries as well
>
at

as to everybody else. This floed of potential mercenaries a

' . . "y
the service of the pewerful, is a constant danzer to our states.
]

But the implications are also internal, Internal confliets

wxpese our political systems to great pressure, and make others
» :
. 9 .
e .
Lake advantage of our weadnesses., Lhey do expose our independence
. .
as countrics to great pressure. If we are nmeocolonial countries
already, internal conflicts can only worsen our conditicn since
they wonken cur rescurce brse to offces meaningful independence.
Sinee intorntl conflicts are either sponsored or nt least
iae -
finmeaed or subsidiced by powverful states/forces outside our
cnvirontents, there is o danger thtt the condition of dependence

will be intensificd -md real national freedom to choese an

indepoendetice course will be impaired,
v
Tn ceonomic terms,intornal conflict worsens the crisis

identificd in the introducticn. Inpertatian of mere weapens
purchiscd cither with eish pracured from sales of cur commedities
in conditiens vhore torms of trade are unfavourable to eur countries,

or with id freom pawerful forees, diverts useful mensy into uscless

£

things.  she productive sccters of our countries :rz thereby

1i0idai R A IO A SR TR ] a -
SU1C1lAaAL, goil Jdolv TUANG dresllounaLliong, A0 Souniyy Jdemenatra

v Caa . . - .. .
the validity of these assertions mexe than Usinda's 25 yvesrs ef



ViI, Jenclusinn

In the introduction I stated that the undorlying contention
in this paper wns that giver the nature of our conterpd rary
P R N R
internation~l 1life, the charicter of the contewmperary state in
[ ]

Afrieca, internal conflict vased to our states grave risks. It

. .
impairs any develepment cfforts and undermines cur ability to
stard as viable aﬁtities. It exposes our affairs teo grave
external manipulztien.. Its offects, both glebaly and intebnally,
are far~reaching and depressing. What we have discussed about
the interconnection between internal and external situations and

the illustraticns cited, should by now have shown how so true our

fears arc and hew justified is our concern.

We cannot finish this paper witheut 2 word about haw these
internal conflicts may be averted or their effects minimiged.
In doing.so, it sh~uld be rccélled that conflicts or disagreements
are natural and that they must always be cxpected. Difference is
a4 fact of life. Disagreements and eonflicts arise because of
this und:rlying natural phenomenon. One way to coﬁfront internal
c;nfliot is not ;o pre%end that unanimity and sameness will be

achieved or consensus dictated.‘
[ ]
One has to start from the point that diversity is natural
‘ [ ]
and legitim=te; recognize that it can never-the-less be dangerous,

and acquire the skill of managing it in such a way that it becomes
a useful and constructive resource, To recognise the legitimacy

of diversity and to cultivate a spirit of tolerance for the other

~,

side will be one useful step in the road to domesticate diversity.



‘- .
To ¢xplere what unites our groups and our parties; what is

common among our tribzg, eur religiens, will certainly meve us
Murther in the right direction., Inflation of eur qifferenceé ig

(8) . : v

most dnagcrous.
L]

. Above a%l, since internal conflict is reTated to the goings
on in the external environment in the way alread®y presented, it
is uscful to view internal conflict as wéakening our countries in
a conflict ridden world, in which wé fight ecach cther either.sn
behalf of others cr in their =zconomic ;nd military interests. Te
e truly nationalistic and to sfrive fdr the inferests of eur
people and countries will be af great asset because in the ?rocess

. * .
we shall 1narn to treat oach other at home in 2 manner that
maximiaes our unity and strensthens cur defences azainst external
intrusion ~nd mwnipulltiﬂn. Whan these snifeguards are taken, there

should be chincos of controlling internal conflict.
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1 this whele theme of the african crisis, sce a special
ssuc ef Mastern Africa Social Science Review, Vol. 1, Ne,2,
685 Jeveted tc "The African Crisis'.

1

o

It is gorerally known that the biggest bulk ef arms trade in
the werld taday particularly cofiVentional weapons is with the
Tnird World, simultanecusly countrics with lewest inceme per
capita, Censult here the June issue of the Eagtern Africa
3ocial Scicnce Review, Vel. I1 Ne.2, 1986, particularly
articles by D, R:hmate, Horace Campbell, A, Mujaju, ete,

D, Fudoelz, "Institutisnal Pathology in Uganda Mawazo,
Vol. 6, He. 2, 1986, -

E. Galeano, Open Veins of latin America, New York; Menthly
?evie§ 1972+ J. hosenau The Scientific Study of Foreign Pelicy
19711,

See here K, Wkrumah, Neo colenialism (1965)

See C. Legum in Y. Tandon,African Yiplomacy, Nairobi: E.A.P.H.
1974.

See "The Conquest Syndrome and Constitutional Doevelopment in
Uganda" paper delivercd to a Conference en Constitutionalism
and Political Stability in Buastcrn Africa, held in Duduville,
Nairobi, January 1987,

See my "A Public Secter Withcut a Public Philcsephy: The

case of Uganda" paper read at the second Tricnnial Congress
of Organization for Social Science Research in Eastern Africal
held in Eldoret, Kenya, July, 1986, for a discussion of this
theme,

These idezas on hew to manage diversity were first devcleved

in a full lecture on "Bcuminim as An fspect of Managing
Uiversity in Uganda" delivered on Juns 1, 1987 to the Plenary
Szssion ef the Jeint Christian Council Meeting in Pape Paul
Memorial Hall, hubaga, Xampala. Qhey also follow my earlier
discussion: Congensus fae the Party Syostem in Upandag
¥ampols: Orbitag Publisghers, 19806,
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nesgllities among ne same,

The cor+testants or telligerents may be classes, one in power
controlling the state and its economy, the ofher(s) suffering
under the subjection of the farmer but wh;ch they seek surplant.
it may be hositlity between communities, such as ethnic or tribal
cnes, sometimes religious cnes, especially if they predeminate in
a region which is part of a country in which they are a politically
perhars also, economically disadvantaged. iey thus cxplain their

status in terms of their religious identity.

Ofter alsco, the conflict may be between ﬁndisoiplined political
parties, one in control of state power, the other(s) in oppositien
in conditions of zero sum politics where tolerance is the exception.
The conflict may be directly between rival armies, conventional or

guerilla, sponsored by the established disagreeable parties.

In any case, conditions of internal conflict are, frequently
either directly »nr potentially, ones of turmoil which can be ruinous
to the economy. More important, they leave big scars on the bodies
of the polity because mutual animosity and bitterness may be long

: .

lasting, disrupting the process of developing stable and accepted

political relations.

TiT, Causes of Internal Conflicts

Perhaps before we address the causes of Internsl Conflicts,
let me stress tbat the'ﬁatural condition among human beings is one
of conflicts -People will conflict over valued resources because
they have different appetities for them; su;h regources are
frequently economic and political. They ﬁill conflict over food
when it is in short supply and they will conflict over jobs. Also
possible are conflicts gene?ated by egos, psychological needs for

status, recognition sometimes also adventure. In a way Hobbes may



have a point in the way he describes the state cf nature because,
stripped of the veil ¢f civility, human beings are capable of the
excesses of other beasts. Hobbes may have been vulgar and
extravagant in the way he presented the state of nature and
particularly in the solutions he advotated, but certainly conflict

is its predominant quality.

Thig means, therefore, that it is soclety which tries to keep
conflict in check by managing intergroup relations, political and
*

eceFomioy cn the basis of equity or to control its intensity and
effects by legitimizing inequity. The potential for hnstilities
ig Always real. This must always be born in mind. What needs

-probing, therefore, are thr thresholds, the trigger points which

make organized or active confliect endemic or lead to its

escallation. The following may be cited,

a) Amnoeba Tyne Political Systems

One condition which is conducive to frequent hostilities
and thie turning of hitherto under-surface tensions into open
hogtilitivs in Africa is the amoebn type political systems which
now exist in our continent. These are cnes which, like an amoeba
are smill, internmally fluid, constantly changing, Unlike amoeba,

.
however, when they change establishing 2 new balance of stable
relations becomes difficult. In addition teo this condition, cone
[ ]
nust apply ancther image, the one of being brittlé, though
inconsistont this may appear te te. To be fluid and changing and
to be brittle at the same time scunds impossible but impossible
things happen in cur systems, Zo this extent cone can call them

.
Bvegegs political systems, because, in trying
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balance breaking is a real vossidility, They are so delicatfe, ihc

can easily break.
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