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Introduction

Karhera reflects the interface between the rural and urban, a reality of
vast areas of India at the present time. Similar conditions can be found
to prevail in other countries across the world, since the past decades
have seen rapid changes in infrastructure development, urbanisation,
and industrialisation, impacting on environmental conditions,
economic activities, health and the social fabric of communities.

However, each place is located within its history and specific
conditions. Karhera is a peri-urban village in Ghaziabad, a district of
the state of Uttar Pradesh, adjoining the country’s capital city of Delhi
and forming part of the National Capital Region.

This photo book is one of the outcomes of a research project that has
studied the conditions in this rural-urban interface for the changes in
its environment, agricultural activity, social and livelihood patterns,
and governance mechanisms. It seems important to us that these
dimensions, and the relationships between them, are considered
when urban planning and development is being undertaken. The
community’s experience and perceptions are relevant for basing the
development on ground realities, especially those of marginalized
residents. An understanding of what will lead to improvements in life
conditions and what will result in negative consequences, and for
whom, is central to be able to plan effectively for economic prosperity,

environmental integrity, health and wellbeing of all. Karhera has
changed a great deal since our research team first visited in 2006.

This project, among other studies that have been done by us and
others, show that the changes in such locations are important markers
for how we are shaping our future in urban and rural areas.

This photo book has been produced with the desire to give back
something to the residents of Karhera that reflects their experience
and, we hope, helps in collective reflection for how they wish to shape
their present and future. It is also to present to others what Karhera is
experiencing, with the belief that it is only with such knowledge that
any realistic measures can be designed for benefitting those living in
Karhera and other rapidly urbanizing places.

We are grateful to the Karhera residents who shared their time,
personal experiences and photos with us. We were given many more
photographs and took a large number during the research. However,
we were unable to reproduce all in this photobook. Our apologies to
those whose photos we could not include, and our deep appreciation
for the cooperation of all residents.

Ritu Priya and Fiona Marshall
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Women of Karhera mapping their
agricultural fields
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Agriculture and Environment

Karhera is a village which, until about two decades ago, was
predominantly a farming village. Today, it is a peri-urban village
sandwiched between Delhi and Ghaziabad. Despite experiencing
urban growth all around it, Karhera is still a place where agriculture is
practiced. This emphasis on agriculture forms an important aspect of

Karhera and sets it apart from the rapidly-urbanising spaces around it.

However, the nature and scale of this agriculture has changed
considerably. Cereal crops — large fields of maize, wheat, rice and
sorghum —were the main agricultural produce of Karhera,
complemented by a wide variety of vegetables, and especially
carrots. Today, spinach is most common and is grown to take
advantage of an urban demand for fresh vegetables.

Urbanisation has also affected the environment and the resources
that people use for agriculture. Today there is far less land on which
to produce crops, and there are fewer spaces to keep livestock. In
addition, other environmental resources —such as water — have
become polluted and degraded. This has made it hard to continue
farming, but has also introduced new opportunities and new ways
of farming.
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GUTE U] S IMT-3F IR e Bd ST I8 §. S9ehl T & a3 5 Milch animals, such as buffalo and cows, are becoming increasingly rare.

FIFAT P ITeX T 37TAarel 9l & | & forw o o fear S ofem Renovated cattle sheds are now rented out as residential accommodation for migrants:
T, AT Fr T@ 37T OIS PET §? W Tg B 918 i & 91T TE E, ‘Where is the place now for keeping cattle? But it is not just about space — buffalo need
T3t @ R A =mfer 3R @-T@a . 3R 3 @ o = e love and care. They need food’.
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Livestock owners used to take their buffalo to
bath in the Hindon River: ‘The river Hindon is
vastly affected by pollution. Earlier we have
seen various kinds of fish in this river, but
nowadays one can only find garbage and
chemical waste in the river.




PLesl A EhT T BT Ul Y grars — Fifh el & Sies, drdid sh Drinking water being delivered by tractor to Karhera as the

g & forw ue g §. Hfl AER-3cHdl W ALl & T fisa & o community ponds (jhora) have been filled in in order to build roads.

Ul o . WX G IE Uil ‘Flell’ & 3R A g 86 . Karhera’s residents also used to fetch water from the Hindon river
for special festivals, but today this water is seen as ‘black’ and is no
longer drinkable.
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Domestic waste water. ‘We use this water for
irrigation [of the spinach fields]. We do not
have a choice’.
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‘There are very few who are farming with
water from the Hindon River, it’s not very
successful. We need to establish the proper
pumping system for doing this.’
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As men have less involvement in agriculture,
women are becoming more engaged.




Channelling drainage water over the fields |
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7.40 am: Leaving home with pattera and other tools
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7.49 am: Arriving at my fields
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8 am: Harvesting spinach
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Pattera, which grows wild, is used for tying
up spinach bunches. ‘I still bring pattera
from the Hindon, but it grows in less
quantity than before.’
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‘Previously every household used to have two
or three cows or buffalo.”
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Changing Landscapes

Having once been a rural agricultural village, Karhera is now in the
midst of a property boom. New roads have been established to better
link this area to Delhi. Middle class urban residents are investing in
new lifestyles in the vicinity of Karhera: high rise apartments are being
built, shopping malls opened and there are plans for a metro. Within
Karhera, there is a mix of old and new: modern cars share space with a
few buffalo; electricity and paving contrasts with open drains; and
modern and beautiful houses stand alongside cramped, cheap
accommodation.

There has been a persistent encroachment of agricultural land and
degradation of the environment adjacent to Karhera village. This
process began in the 1950s with the government acquiring the
adjoining cultivable land to build the Hindon Airforce Station. This was
followed by the creation of industrial areas in Ghaziabad, and polluting
factories relocated from Delhi were set up opposite Karhera village.
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‘The river was so trjansparent that one
could see fishes swimming beneath the

b water, but now the river water is black,
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e, S H DS g Fafort, ‘The Gaushala, a rescue centre for
Y Jar abandoned cattle, does not employ
¥ 3k local people and does not accept

S the cows of Karhera’s villagers.’
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The Government has recently created an
urban recreational area on land which was
previously communal: ‘The idea of making

a City Forest is that they want the land to be
taken away from the villagers. Otherwise its
name would have been “Village Forest”’
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‘Migrants need accommodation to live, we
are renting houses to rent. It is a very
profitable business for us.’
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‘I’'m just an agricultural labourer, so | do not
get any profit from any development
[urbanisation]. The renting landlords are
enjoying profit from renting rooms.’
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People of Karhera

In the past, Karhera was mainly inhabited by high-caste Chauhans
and a small Dalit population. A 2014 survey found approximately
22,500 residents, comprising of original residents and migrants.
These migrants have been coming to Karhera since the 1960s,
attracted by the industries and the potential for work.

Today Karhera’s mixed population includes people from different
castes, religions and geographic origins.

Some people still practice agriculture. Others work as teachers,
engineers, pharmacists or businessmen, or are employed as manual
labourers or factory workers.
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Meeting with Villag"q Elders
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Men play a significant role in marketing spinach
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Wedding photo from a family album
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Photo from a family album
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Photo from afamilyalbum




The market
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Karhera is a peri-urban village in Ghaziabad,

a district in the state of Uttar Pradesh in India.
Indian and British-based researchers have been
working in the area with local people since 2006.

Together with Karhera’s residents, we have
studied the changes in environment, agriculture,
social patterns and governance, and looked at
possible lessons for urban planning and
development. With this photo book, we aim to
reflect their experience, and we hope that this
book will help them reflect on how they wish

to shape their present and future.

Fiona Marshall and Ritu Priya





