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Jne of tne ir:-nies of nineteanth century 3Southern ifrican history is that,

w#hile Zuropean powers were busy carving out colonies for themselves

thrcughout southzsrn Africa during the last guarter 2f the century, a group

.

of 3lack evangelists and ministers was seekirg independence, not from the

new colonial masters, but from missionariesz who had preceded 'formal!

imperiaiists by about a century. This group of rebels set up 3 network fess

independent churches throughout southern Africa (1), and by 1916 some

ob2servers were suggesting that an "ifrican Reformation" was well underway,

Leaders of the wnite-dominated churches from which independent churches

had seceded togethsr wvit: secular white society generally were gjuick to

label unflattering names on the new movement and its leaders; these ran the

#hole gamut from "separatists", '"secessionists', 'false prophets', "schismatics*,

"wolves in sheep's clcthing", "mission raiders", to "sheep stealers"; the

more irritated critics ascribs=d this esseéntially self-deterxzination in church

Zovernance to the work of the devil (2). It turns out that those observers

#ho described African Church independency as the "Sthiopian Movarent" were,

as will be shown in this paper, not far of the mark. Yet the advent of

i~ the Zthiopian movement, which was in many respects

1, jThe standard work on the rise of independent African Churches rezains.
engt. G. Sundkler's Eantu Trophets in South ifrica (Londom, 1948, 1961,

E

2,

1964), See also, Shula marks, Relustant Rebellicn: The 1906<«8 Cisturbances

in Natal (Gxford, 1970), pp., 52-32; suadkler, Zulu 2ion and some Swazi

Zionists (Londcn, 13976),

See, for example, "Bishop Smith at Cape Town', Voice of Htssions by _-ay
of the Cross, New York, November 10CU; Testimomy of D.A. sunter, coutn

Africen Native Affairs Commission, Minutes of Zvidence Jol., II (Cage

Town, 190%) 675, where he said: ''Itniopians ... are rank sheep stealers”,
by which he meart churéh secezsionists recruited gembers from established
churches, 3otswana Natiocnal Archives, 3aborone (nencef>rth cited as
B.N.A.), 410, R.C. 7,®, "Zhurch Cispute at Kanye", Rev. =dwin Lloyd,

at Kanye, to Acting Assistant Commissioner, 27 June 19C2.
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yamv’iagscﬂa &n orgeric development in the history of the Church inm
senthaern Alrica, wac é far cry from the days when & few intrepid wisa-
_ : ]
tonhries oladted the first mission stations in the Cape a hundred
crare earller.

“he ssrliest attempt to bring Christianity to Couthsmm African
i‘mﬁxﬂ une made by Portuguese Catholic prissts in the 16th. century,
not chelr missisns met with little success and were confined to
Fosembique and the Zmpire of Mwgne Mutapa. Protestant misaionaries
wamn late cowers to the evangelization of Southerm Africa. The first
ey wiatlion was set up in 1737 among tha'Kpoikhoi by the HRev.

e soknidt, a mosber of the German luthsren siorevian Proteatant
grsts wlse crllsd the United Brethren Society, Hﬁiﬁgﬁmjgggaggg).
fv””Vr:J Buay opposition led to the closure of Rev. Lchmidts wmigsion
ciinr wn 1743, The Lutherans did not resume wission wvork sgainm until
wher thev opened & stution at Baviaans Kloof.J The tura of the
©oawtsentl csntury woes marked by & spurt of evangelical endeavours
cwnoan ratesiend xissioneries, and the planting of pew wisaien
‘stlone nesms to have been influenced by the intellectunl farvour of
Jwe BEnitshtenmente Ko 1799 the London Missionary Sociaéy (L.M.35.)
saes Ue, Jonan Van der Kemp to South Africa to start a miséion atation
Farhel; in 1800 the South Africa Missicpary Socliety spemnsored

hew, LY, Rek to accoupany an L.M.S, agent, Rev. W. Edwards to start

Du Pisswis, A lilstory of Christisn Missions ig Seuth Africs

, 35‘12’ Ppey 50-60; Peter Hiunchliff, The Churcn ing
aiihoArrige (Londom, 1903) pp., B~12.

LY
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8 misaion station among the Tlhaping, a southern Twwana fribo.
Botwaén 1816 and 1859 & network of mission stations was sprawled all
over southern Africa; and of these the L.M.S. started Bethesda im
1808; Zuurbraak (1811), Pacaltsdorp (1813), Theopolis (1814),
Kafraria (1816), Kuruman (1816), and Inyati in Mzilikazi's newly established
Ndebele Kingdom im 1859§4t the Wesleywn Missionary Society opened |
t:liofontein in 1816, Wesleyville (1823), Butterworth (1827),
Clarkebury (1830); the Glasgow Missionary Socisty ( a Presbyterian
group) opened Chumie im 1820, and Lovedals (1824).% The Paris
Evangelical Missionary Society planted their first station at
Wellington in the Cape im 1829 and in 1833 atarte@ a mission
station at Morija inm Basutolandf;

North America played a part inm the evangelization of south-
ern Africa. The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions (4.B.C.F.M.), formed in 1810, sent agents to southern
Africa in 1835. They set up an ill-fated station at the Zulu

capital at Mosega, which was abandoned owing to the wars of the

ﬂxgggng,and the dmericans then moved to the Natal Coast. 4,B.C.F.M,

4. Richard Lovett, : M S ,
Vol, I (Lomdon, 1899), pp. 481-497.

5.. Du Plessis, Christiasn Missions, pp. 165-188; Basil Holt,
Mﬁllnm%ud_mz_imr_u asion to the South-
Eastern Bantu (Lovedale, The Lovedals Bistorical Series,
No. 1, 19545.

6. 4.Jaques, "The Story of the French Mission in Basutoland",
Christian Express, 1st. March 1902; Leonard Thompson,

fmuxmm__um__mnv oashee of Lesotho, 1786-1870
Oxford, 1975) pp. 70-104.
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agente subsequeatly founded the following stations? Amanzimteli in
_ 1837; Umvetd (1844); Ifumi (1847); Lindley (1847); Ma%umulo'(1849):
Esidumbini (1350); and Umtwalume (1851).7 By the 1880s Wesleyan
Methodists had put up twe schools ofn note: Healdtown in the Cape and
Kilnerton in the Transveal; the Catholics had Marrianhill in the
Transvaal.,

Right from the start of their misaion to evangelizo)'Christian
missionaries had great diffiéulty in harmonizing the Christine
doctrine with African religions and modes of living. Seme of the
Affican practices which missionaries found difficult to reconcile.
with Christian beliefs were polygamy, beer drinking, and to some
extent the secular authority of Chiefs; opposition to these

\l,i-'w&‘vf'c miSsSunanes )
African practiceqﬁpartly led to schism in the Church. But the main
issue that led to the birth of iAdapendent African “hurches was the
reluctance of missionaries to promote African evangeiists in large
enough numbers te the clergy and other positions of responsibility
in the Church hierarchy. What was even more exasperating to Africans
was that, even when a handful of Blacks were promoted to the Clergy,
they did not have the same authority in Church affairs as their
White counterparﬁ} and in some instances White lay missionaries had
more power than ordained African ministers. On their part Aifrican
evangeiists end miniaters were quick to charge missionaries with prac-
tising racial discrimination and by extension, negating the Christian

brotherhood of man. White missionaries did not accept this

7. See "Report for 1891", American Zulu Mission, 18901899,
Volume I, Documents, Houghton Library, Harvard University,

. Cambridge, Massachusetts; D,J. Kotze, editor, Letters of the

American Missionaries, 1835-1838 (Cape Town, Van Rieback
Society, No. 35, 1950}, pp. 1-20.



-5 =
interpretation of the scriptures.

Missionary reluctance to ordain an indiginous clergy was not
always shared by their Societies in éuropo and America. In some
instances some of the Societies gave directives to promote am
indig}noua clergy. For example, the Free Church of Scotland gave
the following instructiom to a nféaionary wvho was going to work at
Lovedale in 1866: "So‘aoon as native congregations are formed, the care «
them ought a8 speedily as possible, to be consigned to a Native pastorat
in time to be supported by natives themselves, while the Europeans
should be free to press on for the regions beyond".8 But the mgn
4o the 8pot, the missionaries, took little heed of metropolits
am directives and found excuses for delaying the promotion of Africans
to the clergy. 4s & result, only about & half dozen Africans had
been ;rdained in Protestant churches by 1890.9 Part of the reason
may have had something to do with the presence of *hite sett;ers in
southern 4frica, whose large numbers and inﬁercourse with White
missionaries induced the latter group to;regard themselves as
settlers and not mere transients. The General 4Assembly of the South
Africam Presbyterian Church explained the shortage of Africen clergy

de.
along the same;jamographic lines. "In this country where there is a

8. James Wells, Stewart of Lovedale: The Life of James Stewart
(London, 1908), p. 259.

9. Richard H, Davis, N Cegtury African Educatio .
Capa Colony (Ann Cerbor, University Microfilms, 1969) pp. 229-230
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permanent ~uropean population, missionaries ars unconsciously inclined
to regard themselves more or lesa as settled ministers, and carry on
their work through the organization and methods of an ordinary
pastora;a rather than through the distinctively devoluticnary
machinery of a mission station. In consequence the entire égency
tends to be employed as g means rather than the means to
;vaﬁéelizutiog21o
II
In order to justify their inclinatien to settle im Southern
[ 4 .

Africé, missionaries found a;}“ of excuses to delay the prﬁmetion of
an African clergy. OUne of these excuses was to conjure up the image
of an incompetent and less persevering African corps of evangelists
who had to be supervised by White missionsaries at all timea teo have
any werk done at all. in {886 Rev. R. Wardlaw Thompson, the Foreign
Secretary of the London Hisaionary Society certainly played into the
hands of an agent of his Society based in Bechuansland when he
supported the allegation that African evangsliats were legs resilient
wo;kera then “hites. Thompson opined that had an evangelist who ,
worked in lake Ngami "b;%n‘ & EBuropear missionary we ﬁight have
expected & little mors resoluteness, and the manifestation of a

1%
detsrmination to persevers im apite of all obstacles”, But this

resiliencs could not be expected from an African.” A year later in

10, Sme "Dearth of Students for the Native Minmistry",
Ipgvo Zsbaptsupndu, December, 1911,

1. See Thompson to Hew. J.D. Hepburn, {17th. June 1886, Box 19,
Qutgoing Letters, London Missionary Soclety Archives, now
bdﬁged at the Scheol of Orientsl and african Studies,
Ypiversity of London.
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1887, Rev. Thompson seemed alarmed at the suggestion that another

ovahgelist based in Bechuansland ought to be given more respond=
ibility to run a district and cautioned gradualism, saying "permit

me quietly to suggest the soundness of the old proverb
ll12 '

featina lente.

The L.M.3. was not alone in having missionary agents who
favoured a delay in prometing an African clergy. The American Board
of Commissionepé for Foreign Missions' agents in Natal, whose mission
was popularly known as the American Zulu Mission, found nume{ous excuses
f;r not ordaining Zulu ministers. Thus fifty years after the found-
ing of their miassion in Natal, Rev. Charles W. Holbrook informed
his Society in Boston, Massachusetts that hia work was lagging behind
on account of what appearzd to him to be congenital reasons: "The
rate of progress is slow; for Zulu Character is slow".13 ¥hen in
1887 Dr. Judson Smith, the A.B.C.F.H's Foreign Secretary in Bestonm
suggeated that a "Native Pastorate" be instituted in southern Africa,.
Holbrook wrote back saying thefe wers no Zuly men suitable to train
for the ministry and that in any case it appeared to him that the
Zulu preferred White ministers to ministers of their own colour.14
Holbrook changed his stance a few months later and informed Dr. Smith

that there was now & plan to appoint Africar apprentices to work under

1
White mimisters to soreen them for the ministry. > But Holbrook's

12, Thompson to Rev. Edwin Lloyd, 27nd. December 1887,
L.M.S. Archivaes, S.0.4.S., London.,

13. Holbrook to Dr. Judsonm Smith (in Boston), 15th. February 1887,
Aperdcan: Zulu Mission Archives, Afrjca v 11
1880=1890Q, Houghton Library, Harvedd Univerasity.

14. . BHolbrook to Smith 9th. April 1887 Ibid. Harvard.
15, Holbrook to Smith, 24th. June 1887, Harvard.




. apparent change of haart vwas once mors tampared by psychological
considerationas. He wrates: "The objesction to instituting a full Bative
Pagtorate at onca 13 thet porhsps o hal? of those thus ovdained lopae

thair mental balance and so conduct themsselves as o Torfeit the respect
/

of both the missicnaries and the Christian natives alike..."1
Wesleyan Methodists were just as reluctant as o;har Protestgnt

. migsionaries ta pra&ote Africans to the cleargy. By 1880 they had |

crdained only one Dlack winister. The reluctance was noted by

Rev. John Kilner a deputation sent to southern Africa in 1880.

Rov. Kilner was imprensed by the calibre of African evangelists and

corpleinsd that tﬁéy ware being Improperly kept out of the miniatry.

Ho reported: "Thers were many men who doubtless had a call to work

whe ware kept back by 2 timid, if not at tises, & jexlous haud."17

Sut Wesleyan misslonariss in gouthern Africe criticized Rev. Kilnsr,

mrintaining that time was not rips to train African ministers.

16, Holbr&ok tc Smith, 234, October 1839, Ibid., Harvard.

17. Rev. John Kilser, A Supmery Feport by the Rev. John Kilpeg....
Canfideutiald (london, 186Y), pp. 1119,
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- However, while missionary think;né on the issue of ordaining an
African clergy was wavering, African evaﬁgelists and ministers were
beginning to take the initiative to ameliorate their position. The
first few steps towards the rise of independent African Churches were
faltefing o?’indeciasive; they ranged from aﬁ attempt by members of the
Paris Evengelical Mission at Hermon in Basutoland, to secede from the
P.E.H, in 1872, which did not succeed,18 to another indicisgive omne by
a Methodist minister Rev. James Mata Ddane in 1884, Dwane was destined
to play an important role im the rise of the independent Church move;
ment. Borm in about 1848, James Mata Dwane was the son of Dwane
Mcebuka, himself a member of the Amantinde tribe who chose to live
with the Amaggunukwebe tribe with whom both son and fathsir became ass-
ociated for the rest of their lives.

Young Dwane was converted to Methodism by the missionary, William
Shaw and was subaequently licensed to preach at Healdtown, Cape on-
14th. May 1867. He was ordained into the Wesleyan Church in 1881 and
in the same year was appointed to serve in the Port Elizabet! circuit.
The sensitive man he was, Rev. Dwane was quick to notice racial dis-
erimination practised in his Church and protested to the authorities
in vain.. 4 aé?athetic editor of an Afro-American paper later wrote:
"After nis unsuccessful protests against what he considered te be class

(Biscriminatori] legislation in the Church based on colour line, he sent

i8. Bengt Sundkler, Baptu Prophets in South Africa, p. 38.
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in his resignation to the president of ths Wealsyan Church of South
Africa, which remained unaccepted in the hands of the president for
six months and was vltimately withdrawn. This was in 1884.“19

" Rev. Dwane's decision to with&rnw his resignation pressaged
his stormy and vaccilating career in the independent Church movement;
it also forfeited him the distinctiop of becoming the second African to
break with the Uesleyans.l;hiéﬁquﬁtdwo eQangelist Neﬂemiah Tile of
Thembuland. Tile's resignation marked the first serious secession
in the Wesleyan Church im southern Africa. Tile had worked as an
evangelist among the Thembu in the 18768 and earned a& reputation as
a competent preacher. He also w%elded some influence with the
Thembu chief Ngangeliswe and on one eccassion succeeded in persuad-
ing the chief to let Wesleyans open a new station in Thembuland. From
1879 to i883 Tile served as a progationer minister but.during that
time he quarrelled with his White supervisor the Rev. Theophilus Chubb
over issues arising from racial discrimination in the Church. During
that time Tile had also become a close adviser to chief Ngangeliswe and .
an active partiéipant in Thembu politics; he cotributed an ox for slaughter .

at the circumcision of Dalindyebo, the grandson of the Thembu chief, and

wﬁa known to have addressed a political meeting on & Sunday; The Church

19. See Henry McNeal Turmer, "Vicar Bishep Dwane, of South Afriea,
Visits this Country (U.S.A,) by Special Orders",
Voice of Missions, December 1838; James Mats Dwane, "Historic
Epistle. Rev. James M. Dwane, Buperintendent of our South
African Work to the Bishops ... ", Yoice of Misgious,
December 1897. :
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rebuked Tile for these misdemeanors but the evangelist responded by
breaking with the Wesleyans during the second half of 1883.20

Tile's involvemecnt in politics remainsd undiminished after his
aeceasion and his activities clearly worried British administrators im
the Transkei. In November 1884 a White official advised Ngangeliswe to
"have nothing to do with Tile, he will do harm to your people”.21 In
January 1885 Tile was arrested and jailed for allegedly inciting
chiefs ;o resist lawful authority, but the charge was subsequently
qﬁsﬁqiy the Attorney-Gemeral. Tile's relations with the new Thembu
ruler, Dalindyebo were cool between 1885 and 1889. Dalindyebo's
indifference to Tile was no doubt influenced by the popularity the
evangelist enjoyed among the ghembu but by 1889 mutual respect was
restored between the chiaf and Tile which in turm gave a fillif to
the Thembu Church. However this new chief-evengelist understanding
was undermined by Tile's death in December 1891, and it took some
time for Tile's successor, the Rev. Jonas Goduka to commend himself to
Dalirdyebo. In addition to the Thembu Church which survived him,
Tile's memory was emshrined in his translation of The Pilgrims' FProsress,

which is considered 2 literary classic in the Xhosa langusge, as well

as in several hymns he composed during his life tine.22 Elsewhere in

20. C.C. Saunders, "Tile and the Thembu Church: Politics and
Independency on the Caps Eastern Frontier in the late Nineteenth
Century, "Journal of African History, XI, 4(1970), pp. 553-570.

21.  Ibid., 560 rf.

22, Ibid., 561ff. See alsc, "Tembuland Troublers", Cape Hercury,
16th. March 189%; Editorial, Cape ‘jpes, 31st. July 1893.
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southern Africa Ethiopian seeds were beginning to aprout.

At the time the American Zulu mission in Natal was Jjustifying the
pak%ity of African ministers‘as we pointed out above; they were infact
dealing with Ethiopian insurgency at Noodsberg, one of their oldest,
Zulu staticns. The revolt was led by Rev. Ngidi Mbiyana, whoe in 1887
seceded together with two-thirds of the members of the Noodsberg
Church.23» Rev. Mbiyana was able to sustain his rebellion partly on
account of the support he got from the local chief; the chief in turn
used his office to create favourable conditiona'for the growth of
Mbiyana's sect. One way in which the chief showed his support for
Mbiyapa was to summon the remaining faithful members of the American
Church at Noodsberg to work on public projects while Mbiyana's
followers were left free to organize the new sect and to construct a
cew Church building not far from the A.B.C.F,M. Church at Noodaberg.

By 1896 American missionaries in Natal were sufficiently disturbed by
Mbiyana'e | -ctivities to issue a statement, saying, "Noodsberg has been
gadly shaken by the repeated visits of uMbiyana a renegade native

pamntor who would draw away 'even the eiact"'z4 In 1893 Mbiyana's followers
ware reported te be still getting the cooperation of the chief in the
Noodsberg aréa and that in conmsequence American missionaries were lobby-
ing Natal government officials to undermine Mbiyang'a Church. 2 The

cooperation betwe:n missionsries and overnment officials in suppressing

‘Bthicpianism went on unaneted well into the twenhtiath century.

25, Holbrook to Judson Smith, 24th, June 1887, Docupments. Vol, I,
American 2Zulu Mission Archives, lbid., Harvard.

24. Sec. "Annual General Letter of the American Zulu Mission, 18390",
Ibjd., Harvard. :

"annual General Letter of the American Zulu Mission, 1893,"

Ibid.

o
(9]
.
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" What turned out to be the Afro-imerican factor im the indepen—

dent Church movement was by the early 1890s taking shape. Unlike east
and west Africa, where large numbers of Africans had been shipped te
the Americas as slaves, southern Africa as a geographical regign
coverad in this aﬁ&&détf@ﬂ"@fﬂiielllhts; was little affected by the
trans~Atlantic slave trade. But by the middle of the nineteenth
century the Americam presence was much in evidence und an American
consul was at Cape; merchants wers fr ing the Cape carrying out a

2t “'““N4kcﬁ~ﬂjg .
thriving business inhwhié at the same time the Boston based American
Zulu mission was becoming firmly established in Natal. These early
contpacts may have resulted in a few Afro-Americans who worked as hands
in ships finding their way to South Africa and if ihey stayed long
enough intermarrying with Black South Af{ricans. Acgording to
G.2. Lethoba, one of the earliest marriages took place between Jacobus
Brander, a Sotho man from the Transvaal and Lydia whom he described as
an American Nﬁsrﬂssu- Their son, Rev. Samuel Jsmes Brander was born
in Colesburg, at the Cape in 1851.27 Samuel James Brander was destined
to play a prominent part ia the independent Church movement at the
turn of the twentieth century. In due course some Blacks came to work
in the mines as techniciams while others opened small businesses in the

mein towns and mining centers. White Americans seem to have gone to

South Africa in even larger numbers than Bilacks did and most of them

26. Alan R. Booth, The Upited States Egxperience in South Afrigca,
1784-187Q (Cape Town, 1976}, pp., 83-98.
217. G.Z. Lethoba, The Af{rican Mecthodjst Episcopal Church in South

Africa, p 12, unpublished manuscript in the University of
Cape Town' Librarv.
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worked in the burgsoning industries and commercial sectors im mines,
2ities and the countryside. By the mid-eighteen nineties White and Black
Azerican nationals living ia South Africa wers estimated to number
batween 1,500 and 1,800 all told.2

Contdct between Black “outh Africans and Black and White

Americans led to the spread of ideas between South Africans and
Azericans on both sides of the Atlantic; more importantly it led to

ths movement_a small one at that,. of Blacks between South Africa
and the United States., An indication of the way ideas were spreading
loctwesn America and South Africa was the lively debate sparked off

by Rev. Pambani Jeremish Mzimba in 1886. Rev. Mzimba, a Free Church
ot Scotland minister at Lovedale, had that year advised Africans

to keep away from politics. Mzimba's thinking was that African
rarticipation in politics was likely toi&ﬁﬁﬁgg'White missionaries who
in turn could fesl discouraged fxg:"providng Africans an education;

aud 1?7 mwinsionaries withdrew from achools, Africans would be the
sufferers. Mzimba meintained that he had come to this conelusion after
reading & two volume book by the Afro-Amerisan historian, George
Wgahington Williams, whom hs claimed to have advised Black Americans

t3 improve their let through education, not politica., Mzimba implored

iz Lovedale sudience: "Let the experience of Africans in Americea |
~ive warping to Africans in Africa to let politics alone at present.
iLs* um ha content to be ruled by colonists., Lat us only have te de
with politics in order to encourage those White men who desire to gzive
ig ackools and books!29

Mzimba's advice was praised by the Whitea_who-had all along

foared that White Lagduarlwas in danger of being undermined by the

sumerically superior Blacks. Little wonder that the Afrikaans mgdium

5 See Unitsd States Conaular Letters, Librery of Congress,
Microcopy I, 191, Roll 18, J.C. Hamion, American Consular Agent
At Pretoris, {5the January 1896.

29. wuotad in "The Advice of the Rev. P.J., Mzimba", editorial,
Zabautsunda, 2nd. February 1887,
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paper, the De Zujd Afrikasp expressed its "great regard”for Rev. Mzimba
for éngendering the feeling in Blackas that the White man was "basas"
(i.e. master). Among the English medium press, the Capg Argps was
equally enthused and commented that Mzimba's statement ought to
allpy fears among Whites that Blacks might clamour to have their ewn
representatives in the Cape legialature.jo John Tengo Jabavu's paper
Invo Zabantsyndu, dissented and criticized Mzimba for uncritically
applying the Afro-American experience to a southern African situationa
that had little ia common with its Black imerican counterpart.31 The
exchange of views that appaafod in Igve in the later half of the 1880s
suggests that the emerging African elite in South Africa were informed
about the Afro-American experience in the United States of America.
A further indication of the Black South African awareness of the
Afro~American experience is to be found in an editorial that appeared
in Igvo in September 1889. In it the editor encouraged Africans to
study the history and conditions of living of Africans of the diaspora
te ensdle themselves to learn lessons thét would improve their lot in
South Africa. The editorial said, "There are... reasons of a special
kind why Kafir young men should learn from books the social problems
of the Native races in other parts of the world. Here(in South Africé).
there is a hostile (}frikanaé) bond who seek to deprive the Native of
education and to cut them out of all hold on the soil. Bxperience else-
vhere shows, that this means perpetual slavery of the bondaman, now
abolished, but the slavery of the nomiral freeman, who as he cannot own &

fopt of ground must yield up to the landlord all the fruits of his labour

in return for the merest pittance on which a human being can live.

30. Ibjd., "Mr.Mzimba's Advice", editorial, Imvo Zabantsundu,
2nd February 1887.
3. "?he Advice ofthe Rev. P.J. Mgimba", lgc. cit.

32. See "Educatign Through Books, No. 11", editorial,
Invo Zabantsandu, 5th. September 1889.
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v
The Black South African queat to know more about Africans of the

disgpora was matched by the Afro-American desire to go back to Africa
as evangelisﬁ’teachers, technicians, and entreprenuers. To be sure
the yearning to go back to Africa was as old as the Africam diaspora
itself. Some Afro-Americans in the Americas and the Cargbbean who
wanted tc go back to Africa saw themselves aa redeemers of politically
White-dominated communities; others éggen&ed evangalical schemes to
supplant African religions which appeared to them to :egate true religious,
experience. In 1860, Alexander Crummell, himself an Afre-American
missionary to Liberis, urged his fellow countrymen to support missionary
work in Africa. "As members of the Church of Chriat, the sons of
Africu in foreign lands are called upon to bear their part in the
vast and sacred work of her evangelizatiop. I might press this point
on the grounds ef piety, of compassion, or ajmpathy. but I choose a
higher prinqipla. For next to the grand ideas which pertaimn to the

His
infinite, €&fs sattributes and perfections, there in none loftier and

grarder tha® that of b“t§?33 Crummel also encouraged artisans and -us-
inessmen to emigrate to Africa, but he made it clear that in his thinking
wissionaries were mome useful to Africa thai wers laymen.

But the plea for Blacks to go to Africa did not meet with univer-
aal approval: there were some Blacks who opposed the back-to-Africa
movement on the ground that the Afro-American had a duty to fight for

his civil rights on American soil and not imagine that Africa had a

raady refuge for Africans of the diaspora. This group of opponents

33. Alezander Crummell, The Relatj apd D F [
Men in America to Africa (Hartford, Conn., 1861), p. 36.

See also J.Ayodele langley,_ Pap-africanism and Natjopalism in
Wast Africa, 1900-1945 (Oxford, 1973), pp. 18-35.
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included the New York City lawyer, T.McCants Stewart and the historian
George Washington Williams. In 1884 Williams wrote: "Emigration has
virtue in the judgement of some of our discouraged and gloomy brethren.
This is an error of judgement. America is the theatre of the Negro's
nobleat acts. The graves of his ancestory are here. He was married
and was givéh in marriasge here. His children were born herse; and,
‘whilo undergoing the crucial test of manhood and citizenship, he
cannot afford to withdraw.“34 Some critics of the back-iu-Africa
movement pointed out that the tropical Afriéan environment nighf prove
fatal to the Black settlers, who had bccome acclamatized to the tem=
perate regions of the American continent.35 One critic, Rev. T.BE. Knox
said: ".... to emigrate, we will have to brave the perils and‘hardships
accompanied with disease, sickness and death which always follow such an
undertaking".ss Instead, Knox, like Williams, suggested that Blacks
remain in the United States to'fight for their rights there, which in
‘his view was the highest form of displaying manhood.

But proponents of the back-to-Africa school of thought contained
committed activists who were determined to fulfill their mission at ail
cost. One such activist was Bishop Henry McNeil Turner, a member of the
Africen Methodist Episcapal Church (A.M.E. Church). And it was largely
through Turner's efforts that a link was established between the

Ethiopian Church of South Africa and the A.M.E. Church of the United States.

4. Geargse Washington Williams, The Negro as s Poljtjcal Problem
.(Boﬁton, 1884')9 Pe 340 .

35. See, for example, "African Colonization, Bishop Turner and
T. McCants Stewart Disagres...", The New York Age, 3rd October 1891-

36, - T.T.Knox, "The Negro is at Home Here", Thg Christian Recopder,
15th. May 1890, on microfily, Interdenominational Theological
centre, Atlanta, Georgia. ’
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{urner persistently issued impassioned pleas to Black Amerieans to

anigrate to Africa. He believed that ¥he Afro-Americans ought to

return to Africa for three main reasons:

(1) to develop Africa materially and spiritually;

- {ii)  to forge black solidarity of] Paa—Africanism; and

(1i1) to vindicate the apparent contradictions inherent in the trans-
Atlantic slave trade, chief among them being the Black man's
failure to understand why a loving God could have let the traffic
in human beings go on for centuries without any apperent inter-
vention.

M™irnar trisd to resolvs this contradiction by positing that siaVery

#ad the slave trade were part of the divine plan. Turner's divine plan

anem3 %o have merely explained away an appalling chapter in the history

of Black people.Thus on one occassion he was reported to have said

" that "neither the Southern [ﬁhited Stateg?’man nor the Northern

\ .

éﬁhit§7 man wag responsible for the Negro being on dmerican soil, but
tors 4% wsg through the powerful workings of an all-wise God that the
“laok wan came. He said it was God alone who brought him here to
atart nin on a new career of usefulness, if he would embrace the
possihilities awalting uim. It was not the desire on the part of man
t¢ enslave another felléw being, but when this country ZB.S.L=7 was
ficat sattled tie settlers were in quest of luabour and by God'é
providence the Hagro cans in answer to the call fo; labour.... e
pixllaved that éontact with this powerful and dominating White racs
+ould it the Negro for the redemption of Africa."éiuﬁfn the process of

fulfilling this divirve plan, the Negro would also be acomplishing a
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measure of being "a full man"” !

¥While Turner and other Black elites were wrangling over the issue
of emigrating to Africa, a Black Ameriéan choir tock the initiative
and went on a singing tour to South Africa in 18390. The choir was
variqusly called the "Virginia Jubilee Singers", the "McAdéo Minatrels",
or the "Virginia Concert Company"”; it comprised of ten members (four men
and six women) and half the members were graduates of Hampton Institute,
a Black College in Virginia. The leader of the group was Orpheus
Myron McAdoo, a native of North Carolina who graduated from Hampton
..Institute in 1876, McAdoo formed the Virginia Jubilee Singers in 1889
partly to raise money for his alma gater, which was hardly two decades
old in 1889.38 The Choir toured Britain, Austrslia and New Zealand
before going to South Africa in May 1890.

By the time the choir toured South Africa, McAdoo had become an
accomplished performer. A contemporary newspaper in Australia had this
to say about his sing;ng: "Mr. O. McAdoo gave a bass solo, I am King
o'er land and sea, in which the capability of the vocalist thoroughly
exceeded afl expectations, the strength and méllowness of his rich,
deep voice being used with sptendid effect. In regpon;e to & vocifer-

ous recall, the singer gave a feeling audition of that plaimtive, yet

37, See "Bishep H.M. Twiner, His Lecture on 'whence Came the Negro 27,

Yaice of Missions, May 1894, See also , "Speech of Bishop
H.M. Turner Before the National Council of Coloured Memn which net

in Cincinati. Ohio, November 26 1893",
Yoice of Miseions, December 1893.

38, See "Items of Interest, McAdoo, Orpheus M, '76",
Hampton Institute Archives, Hampton, Virginia, U.5.4,
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beautifully puthetic old plantation meledy, '0ld Black Joe'".”” The
choizr justified this Austrslian appraisal and its pe formance was
i ]
L eZpis

sredsed Ly 4se Blacks and Whites during its nineteen  month tour of

South Africe. A report in the Kaffraris Watchmen, a Caps colouy news—

saper, recorded African response to the clioir's presence and perfor-
mance in South Africa. It said: " While the Jubilee Singers were

here the natives could not quite understand what sort of’peopla they
#ets, Some nf them hesitated to class them as Kafirs, as they seemed

@ smart and tidy in appearance, and moved about with all the ease and
freediom among the White people that a high state of civilization and
eiucation alone can give. Occassionally, however, & Kafir would Qolute
©. "3inger’ in his own langusge, and when he failed to get a reply he
wou'ld jook puzzled, exclaim Kwoku:and walk away wondering how his

"hrother' 4id not return the molute. The more of our natives who atten-

te’ the concsrts were simply %}uptured with the singing and some of then,
4 beiieve, would have piwned even their hat for the wherewithal to go
to thsm.  Their sdmiration of their American cousins must have basn
vavy sreat, for the classic crowd was heard to say in the deep drawlimg
wry s - ‘e ghall pever agailn hear such sﬁ%ndid singing until we go to
Rl

-
BCAVED,

R e,

R Se6 "The Jubilee Singers' Concert”, Ihe Castlemaipe leader,
13th. May 1892. See also, Edward Osborne, in Cape Town, to
Principal of iampton Instituts, 2ist. Yctober 1332, in
Sournern ¥ortmarn February 1891, where he says: "¥hat & wonder~

ful veice Cwxpheas Mchdoe has: V.

b See Dgoutnern Worikpap Janusry 1691, p. 134, being excerpt from
the Kaffrapia Watchmap. See also, Eugene HcAdoo to the editor,
Southern Workmen, Jenusry 1894, p. 15.
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The Kafraris Watchmen's observations are reinforced by an edit-
orial ‘that appeared in Imyo in October, 1890 whd‘ clearly praised the
choirs performance‘and agsessed its impact on South African society.
The editerial suggests that Black pride was enhanced by the Afro=-
American visitors. "As Africans we are, ofcourse proud of the achiev=-
ement of these of our race. Their /Jubilee Singers/ viait vill do
their countrymen hers no end of good. Already it has suggested
foflections to many Z?hite§7'who, without such a demonstration, would
have remaised skeptical as to the possibility, not té say probability,
of the natives of this country being raised to anything above re-
maining as perpetual heavers of wood and drawers of.wator. The recog-
nition i the latent abilities of the natives, and of the fact that

they may yet play & part peculiar to themselves in the hyman brother-
. hood, cannot fail to exert an influence for the mutual good of all the
inhabitants of this cc:un‘t:ry“‘.'1 Imye described Black South Africad’as
those "who escaped itransportation to America" to be enalavedjgd;mised
that in the work of the Jubilﬁo-toux past and contemporaryand

surmised that the presence of the Jubilee singers in South Africa would
arcuse an interest among Black South Africans to study ?he past and

42
contemporary history of Afro-Americans.

41, See "The Jubilee Singers", editorial, ;mxg_éghanlgnnﬂn,
16th. October 1890.

i2. Ibids



The -~resence o the dubilee {ingers 1in South Africa enablied

tle visitors to observe South african scciety at c_ose ranze

and t2 share trelr 1m0ressionsAwiTh tr.elr ccunt men in the

tnited .tates. in this respect the troupe's leacer,
LYTon L cAG0O0G seens Lo have been a nerceptive observer of
Sceuth sirican iife. OUne as3ect of South African 1iie that stiu

MeAdoo and which he criticized wes racial diccrimination.
Fver. though the White republics treated the Afro-American
visitors as honS&ary VWhites to enable them tc move about
witheout much difficuity, i.cAdoo had harsh things to say

about the Whiie rulers oflsouth Africa. Le wrote: '"There is
ne ccuntry in the world where prejudice 1s so strcng as tere
in [Soﬁth? Africa. The native today is treated as badly as
ever tie siave wes treated in Georgis [fin U.5.AJ. Here in
Africa the native laws are ro.%t injust; such as any Christian
veople would be asshamed of., Do you credit a Zaw in a civili-
zed community comoelling every man with a dark c<kin, even
trough ne is a citize: of ancther country, to be in his house
by & c'clock at night, or he is arrested? Before 1 could ¢o
into verts of fGouth/ Africa, 1 had to get out a.passport

éra a s ecial letter fiom tie governore erd Presidents of tre
Ensve

:el and Crange free tote, or we wculd alli be arrested’

)

!

“Catoo rejorted trat Afro-iner ican workers in Scuth firica

wWeTe o_ozo “Alscriminated againct.

L_‘ N v ~ . . - o~ - oy :
"2. melaoo Yo Gerersl Arms rong (Princival of Eamotcon) ir

"A Letter from South .:.rica. Zlack Lewvs in the
Urange Tree State of ifrica', Jouthern wWorkman,

. T

sovembsr 180, p. 120, ‘
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A Tew m'nths arter his arrival, ..cAdoo arranged for an
ﬁfrican young man called iitus i.. Hongiwe to study &t iamnt.p
institute on a 37C scholarshié nroviaed by the chcir leader,
unfortunately Jitus never reacned Virginia; he died on hiis way
to Lampton in what e2ppears to have been a trarific accident ip
London. Thus the attemnt to send a :eccnd student (the firgt
was cohn L. Dube in 1887) to America was to no avail., Yet
sufficient interest in llampton was aroused by rcAdoo's ill
fated attempt: at least five South african students wrote to
tre Principal of hampton asplying for places and rinancial
support to stuay at wchAdoo's alma mater, but it anpears help
was not forthcoming. Tre editor of fiamptcn's student newvs-
paper, Southern worikman nointed out that it vas too exzenzive
to bay for tre passage and school fees of African students,
Fampton ~dministrators may hsve had gcod reasons to be
cautious avcit cd..itting ATrican stidents for West AfricaﬁLskl+
rad enrolled as students at Hamston as early as the 1870s.
S S He. more avertfoums of
W.ile the cubilee singers did not exnerience racial dis-
¢:imination owing to their honerary l.hite status, other iafro-
Arericsns who lived in South Africa from the 188Cs onwards,
cme emp.oyed as technicians and othel's as entrenrenuers were
sublected to raclal discrimination =s were &a.l Black 5South
Africans; cnly when a Black American's citizenchip vas estab-
lished, usually vell after the indignity had been suffered,

was the Afro-imerican accorded come resvect or redress,

L, See letters by i.cadoo, Willis w. Stoi ile, K.Charies
u\m&anl, et al, touthern Wor c an, Jenruvary 1391, ®

ham

P

inr west Afric N sraduates f Dtcn, see 'Ramnton in
in Africa", lbid., June 18C7 pp. 120-121.

"Our returned African ftu*ent , ibid., vehuary _c¢l1,

n. 127,



A crge In oint vas tr-t of the Afro-americen, Jokn rLocs
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wiho wae a:scaulted v a Whhite o~ollceman in
(z.vc cxll2d the ~outh African re-uclic) on 1L5Ttr,. cenusry

CiL€ Secretiry ol

Jtete ol Tie [ransvaal for-'fzmﬁc»dxmages or wist ne callad

5+

Tte drnsult and degradation tiat‘ﬁ have been eipored

@]

kaving been nurlicly whinned ... by & pncliceman of Thne

Couth African renublic, without any trial and without just

45}

nace or recson', 1088 Was )hUUOItvO by American Ccnsul

[ay]

tetioned in cchannecsburg and Cape Town and Charies . i.lila
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tre consul in Jorannechburg confirmed scme of the cbservation:s

rooe Ty wyron rcAfdco din 1006, In one renort lllisn:s vrol

"L reave tre honour to renort to ycu tied
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4.erdlern citizens cz.iled unon ﬁa me to-ay /ibkti. April 12¢
wgeceting fihelir nriveleres in the Tr-revaal: tihere bteing a

- - - . B - s ~
rere &5 Jouttiess cu a e swere, thet no /nesro/ iz allsve

srouenade on the sidewsl.s of this town, under pené_ ty orf

belrez fined of wvhioned'. 7 willisn s exprecscsea the view tihat
LE,  fee vw...van lecs to Decretary of [tate, Pretoris,
tin, carusry 1862, United States Conculer le??ers,
. of poA;re»s, lLicrocopy . 1015 Clemernt L.ieto,
Arerican Involvement in South Africa’s jsce 1-azue
A Guarterly Journzl of Conindon (197X, ©. 6-.1.

+&, See ..o. Consuler lefter:, lbida., c.2im of Jchn loss to
I Cavs LEYOAN, ueﬂzctary of &tete, rreteria, lctin, &6
cery, Lo02y Heto, "..ack Amerlcrn Involvenent', _oc. it

S to Crharles L. Zenedict, v..o. Consul o in

Aopril RSk, Lo, Coruiar letters,
senedalict to U.o. Asvistsnt oecrensry
snril Io%h, 1bid.




tre ctatus of Americens in Jouth ifrica could be irpraoved
if the vnited States si:rned tresties of friendship with the
white renubliics of 3South .frica, tut ris suzgge.ticn came to
natzh.t. <Cn Iids »nert Jobn ?oss seems to rzve vion Lle nrotrac-
ted cere egazinst the Secretary of State of =.e .ransvaal, as
was reported by a black Arerican vi:-itcr to South aAfrica
in 1£¢8.40

That the cubilee cingers fired the imégin-ticn of
Elack .cuth Africans and were a model to be emu.ated ves
smnly recorded by the wWhite nress acs vell &s by cabavu's Irve.
And [ust as icAdoo's troune ad been founded partly to
raice scre money for Larnton Institute; so vas a blsck Soutﬁ
African choir organized ostensibly to reise abnﬂ:%lo,ooo C
with which to build tecnrnical schocls rcr Africans in South
Africs. The lerders of‘the checir were Feul Xinive, an
Afric-n businessmen from Port Liizabeth, ressrs. Ealmer,
Howell, and ietty - all VWhite men, and & uwhite pilanist
celled kiss Clark.*9 : _

Paul {iniwe cleimed trat he head originally organized

Subsaquient

tte choir single-handed but thsat khite§«F k over the
leacdercrip 2nd he himcelf was hired as an assistent. Jiniwve
recruized croir members from Lcvedsle, Kimberiey and Iling
Wwillis. stown; among the recruits vas Paul's own sister
Eleonor Xiniwe, and Chsrlotte l.anye, a girl from the

Transvaal who 'as destined to .introduce Elack South &4fric:n

L8, As is suggested in s 'letter by Eisiop Fenry ic.eal [urner
to the editcr, 16th.Aoril 13%8, in "Sishcp Turner :zees |
Pres/ident/ 2aul Krugzer", Toice of iissicns, luil..lune 1&e.

LG, See 2aul Ziniwe, "Affsirs of the afr_cern Choir', Imvo .

fabantsurdu, 1 th..areh 10623 “[te _fricen crcir,
The Christian Ex»ress, lst. auzust 1t92, p. icz.




¢t ureh secessicnists to the ifrican .ethodl:il zolsconel

Crirch of tre .nlusq otaties,
“he Lrrican cihoir® as 1t vas pooularly Inown, tifde
a successzful singsing tour of South iAfrica eeriy in les’,

4+ aas
LU
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}

jhﬁs cpurred the organizers to wnacrtsike & cingcing
Great Sritain in July 16¢l. -The Governcr at tre Cane ford
Leceh, who attended cne of the concerts in Cane Town, Lade
them Terewell and wished the choir a success in Eritain,
Unfortunately things did not go well for the African Choir.
d

Tre npisfertines rarged from ~ocr Iem:nelaticn/€¥@ tie sincers,
inegectete clotiing fcr members cf the cnair, r¢ex scansal
\i.e, one cf tre girls wos imnregnated by a Lenb.-T of tre LTOWP
t: poor attendence at tie concert showvs. In tie end tie
clh.oir was stranded in London =nd menibers were assisted by
srerities to zo back home., Paul Xinive reported tiat tritifh
concert zoers were reluctant to support a troune vrore
menegers were noneChristians,’® Another factor accountifif
fer tre ctoir's troubles vas that Paul Xiniwe vas not paid
the smount of morey Le had been promiced and seened to

toihe press ' -

avenge oy leacing,.some cof the croir's unicrtinate goinge -

on in ingiand. The cloir retirned to Louth Africa in dlsarral

and & TiuTTY Cr criticisms of the choir and its warna;e:s
cppecrea i south African naners. A malir criticisa

R .l IR ~ .
£0. walnive, "aIrlcesn Chadir", lic.cit.;
s riosn Chose ¥ ict:
‘he “‘I—f—?ﬂbh,;r“,_‘ze Crristzien —xnrenct,
icn. .ay 1otly on, 7:-7C,
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funds to mnko’the tour financially viable. In the aftermath the
Britiah Colonial Secretary, ﬁord Ripon, was sufficiently concerned
to wara Black South Africans agaimst taking such uncertaia tours in
future, He said: "I would auggest that it might be advisable thet
natives of the Zaapg7 Coleny should be warned ... that they run
serious risks in accepting engagements of this character"es1 But,
a8 will be ;hown later, managers of the African Choir remained
undaunted and staged an even more ambitious singing tour of the

United States shortly after the Choir's return from Britais.
VI

In the meantime Black South Africams were increasinsgly voicing
their disapproval of White secular Church governments. Ia most cases African
Christian critica of church government were squally sharp in their
condemnation of the way Whites were ruling Blacks. Im this iépoct thé
Ethiopian movsment (or Imdependent church movement) was as much
spiritual in character a8 it was political. In the early 1890s another
group of church sec®sslionists was added to those already im existence,
namely that of Ngidi Mbiyana in Natal and Tile's Thembu Church in the
Cape. This time the centre of activity was in the Transvaal and the
leader of the mscessionists there was a Wesleyan Methodiet minister
called the Rev. Mangena Maake Mokone. Mokone was born in Bokgaga iad
Sekukuniland om 15th June 1851, In his youth Mokone sxperienced some of
the aftermaths of the Mfecane, such as the attack by the Swazi im about
1864, which left his parents without land and young Mangena was obliged

to ge and work om a sucar vlantation in Natal in 1870. It was while

51. See "Lord Ripor and the Native Choirs", Imyo Zabantsuadu,
9th. February 1893. Cf. Edwin C, Howell, in a 'letter to the
editor, 25th December 1891 (written' from the Temperamce Hotel,

London), im "The African Choir", The Chritsian Express.
1st. March 1892, p. 35, whers he defended the managers of the

choir as blameless.
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he was in Natal that Mangena was converted to Methodism and he subse-

quently became a lecal preacher. He was ordained a minister in the early
18808 and was semt to work in Pretoria. In 1888 Raev. Mokone waa ordained
an elder of the Wesleyan Church; & year later he bacame head of the
Kilnerton Institution ia Pretoria.s2

Rev. Mokone's temure as principel of Kilnerton was dissillusion-
ing for he discovered that White ministers and laymen discriminated
against Africans. Racial discrimination ranged from district meetings

where Blacks were separated from Whites but were required to have a White

Chairman and a White secretary;s White ministers who were paid higher
salaries and fringe benefits which were denied to their‘Black counter-
part, to the flouting of Mokone's éuthority at Kilnerten, where jurnior
White laymen dismissed students without the pri;cipals knovledge or
Pﬁ#l?é%i%ﬁ? This state of affairs persuaded Mokone to pose rhetorical
questions regarding the Wesleyan Church's %racticee: "If all this
is se, where is justice? Where is brother-yy love? Where is Christian
sympathy?" Mokone conciuded\his indictment by asserting that Ged would
vindicate his decisien to resign from the Weslesyan Ch.urch.53
church

According to the acting superintend&nt of the Methedist. in the

?rnnsvnal at the time, Rev. George Weavind, Rev. Mokone had made up

his mind to réeign in 1891 but delayed his action owing to the illness

of the superintendant Rev. Owem Watkins. A year later, om 24th, October

52. Lethoba, The A.M.E, Church in South Africe, pp. 13-16.

Misaions he Africa
South A a, 1896-1908, Ph.D.
(University licrofilms,

5%. See Josephus R.Coan, The E
Methodist Bpisc
Thesis, 1961, Hartford Seminary Foundation
Ann Arbor, Michigan), p. 440.
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1892 Mokeons wrote his letter of resignation to Rev. Weavind, saying

he now wanted "to ser&e God in his own way"; Mokone left Kilnerton onm
1at. November 1892 and settled in Haraba%tad, an Africam location in
Pretoria from where he again wrote Rev. Weavind informing him that he
was starting am indepemdent mission among Africens. In response Weavind
opp‘;sed Mokone's resignatiom and persuaded him to rescind it im vain.54
On his part Mokone was quick to organize his new Church and to recruit
Rew members and officers. Mokone seceded with 57 members and was

joined by Rav. Saquel James Brander(who had resigned from the Anglican
church ia 1890) whe bpought along 157 nevw members to Mokone's church.
Early im 1893 Mokone was joined by Reuben Dhlamini, Jantye Thohpson,
Joshua Mphela, Jantje T. Tamtsi, and Abraham Mngqibisa - all who had
been local preachers in the Wesleyan Church.Ss

Rav, Mokone launched his church formally on Sth..Kovember 1893,
calling it "The Ethiopian Church3 & name éhat reflectea Hokone's ambition
to evangelize the entire ‘Africam continemnt. Mokone was reobligated to
the Ethioéian Church in September 1894. By 1895 the Ethiopian Church had
attracted additional clerics: Jacobus Xaba and James Mata Dwane, both
formaer Wesleyan ministers, and Rev. Kanyane who had broken with Anglicans;
all three %S; ministers were obligated to the Ethiopian Church im 1895.
Mokone's quest to evangelize Africa reéeived & boost in 1895. The

source of strength at this crucial time in the history of the Ethiﬁian

Churcgjvhen its viabilzty was au.zi&ha, came from the United States,

54, See Rev. ueorge Weavind to Marshall Hhrtley, 26th November 1892,

Transvaal Box, 1891-1896, Wesleyan Methodist Missiopary

Society Archives, London. N.B. ilethodist Archives have since
been moved to the University of ilanchester.

55, Lethobs, The A M.E, Church in South A:;;ca; Pp. 14-16.

56, R.R. Wright, ¢t al (editors), The Encvclopedia of the ﬂmgg
Mathodist Spiscopal Church (Pmladelphla. 1947), p.318;

J. R. Coan, gp. ¢it., pp. 93-95.
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where the African Choir had again t;ied to make another coancert tour in 1894
after the disastrous tour of England im 1891 and 1892, But misf&rtune
again dogged the African Choir as fhey ran short of funds and were forced
to disband in Cleveland, Ohio. Fortunately, one of the members of the
Choir, Charlotte Manye, was rescued by the A.M.E. Church, which offered
, .
ner a piace and scholarship to study at Wilberforce University in
January 1895. She immedistely wrote her sister, !Mrs. Xate Makanya, who
lived in Johannesburg and informed her of her new venture as a student.
A chance visit to Mrs. Makanya at this time by her uncle, the Rev. HMokone
enabled the Ethiopiam Church leader to learm about the existance of the
A.l.Bs Church ia America.57 ~Mokbne, who wqf dying to get some support
for his fledghing church, took the initiative to write Bishop Henry
Mcneal Turner, the presiding Bishop of the A.M.E. Church. Im May 1895
Mokone wrote Turner acquainting him with the founding of the Ethiopianb
Church in South Africg, pointing out that "It'is enti.. ., wanaged by us
Black§ of South Africa".58 He requested Turner's assistance in educeting
South African students at U.S. colleges and Universities; he alsc asked
for some advice on how he could effectively lead the Etgiopian Church.
In response Turmer wrote Mokone encouraging him to build up his Church

L 3
and he also sent him a copy °fAV919= of Missions, an orgam of the A.X.E.

Church. The paper seems to have impressed Rev. Xabe, the Secretary of

the Ethiopian Church, for he wrote: "The Voice of Missjopns, your Lordship

sent us over,. is & very, very important and instructive paper to a

57. Co&n, 92. Cit., ppq 101 "102'

58, Ibid., Appendix II, p. 442.
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Christian community ... its circulation among us has created an extra-
ordinary reviyification ...". Rev. Xaba went om to say he was heartened to
ﬁhrnffom the Jgice tiat Afro-Americans regarded Africans as their Kith and
kin and that Black Amoricans.uanted to evangélize Africa. Now that he
had learnt about this latent Black brotherhoed, Xaba could now implore the
AJM.E. Church to think of théasouthern extremity)bo Africa where the

Christian gospel had merely been "half baked, anthalf uncooked“?59

Turner.hardly needed any persuasion since he was already a
committed Pan-Africanist and advocate of the back-to-Africa sentiment.
In one appeal to the Church published in the Vojce, Turner urged young
men %o go to South as missionaries and workers, pointing out that the
"elimate iA almost tha same as Georgia and Tennessec. No one can raise
a howl about African fever in Cape Colony, for there they have snow. frost,
winter and summer”,

Letters that were published in A.M.B. Church organs suggest that
there was a lively cor:ospoidence between members of the Ethiopian
Church and Bishop Turner in which messages of solidarity wefe exchanged.
The thinking among Ethiopian Church lead:rs was moving _towards a closer
1iak with the 4.M.E. Church. A decissive step to accompiish this end
.end was taken at the Third Annual Confefence of the Ethiopiam Church
held in March 1896, when delegates voted to affiliate their Church te

the A.M.E. Chirch. The preamble to the resolution on affiliation under-

59. Xaba to Turmer, 26th. October 1895, in "South African Lettezr",
Voice of Missjons, December 1895; Mokone and Xaba to Turner,
18th. September 1895, in "Ethiopian Mission", Voice of Missjons,
December 1895.

60. See Turner; in "Letter from South Africa", Voice of Missjons,
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scered Mokone's expressed wish at the launching of the EtbiQpian Church
in 1893 to evangelize Africa. The preamble said: "This conference io
gstrongly of the opinion that & union with the African Methodist Episcopal
Church will not only be hailed by our people, but would be the means oi
evangelizing numerous tribes of this vast continent".61 Rev. James Mata
Dwane was sent to New York to effect the affiliation and this was carried

:

out on 19th. June 1896, the Ethiopiam Church of South Africa becoming the
14th. District of *he A.M,Z. Church. Dwane was appointed General Super-
intendant and Vicar-Bishop of the t4th. District. He returned to South

. 62
Lfrica in September 1896,

)

51 L.L. Berry, A Cen cf Missions of the A.M.E. Church, 18401940}
(New York, 1940), pp. T6-78; Wright, Encvclopedia, pp. 318-319.
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The A.M.E. Church Council of Bishops clearly violated protocol

J dppointing Dwane instead of Mokone to head, the 14th. Distriot. Bul-“ﬁ'us
{

et awem to bother founder ofMokone agb(anc harch,

Although a senior in rank in the Ethiopian Church, pted

/
Dwane's headship and the latter was quick to asaeit his position as soon
as he returned to South Africa. Dwane convexbd the first conference of the
14th, District at Queenstowm im the Cape in April 1897, At that
conference, Dwane reported om the success of his mission te America,
which included the affiliation of the Ethiopiam Church te the A.M.E,
Church and the promise to build a college im South Africa at the
expense of the mother church; he emphasized that the Council of Bisheps,
the highest governing body of the A.M,E, Church, expected loyal support
from church members in the 14th, District in JSouth Africa.‘s Followimg
the Quesnstown meeting there was again a lively correspondence between
mexbers of the 14th, District and the American end of the A.H;E. Church
and the South Africans kept the Afro-imericans imformed about the
activities of their District. One of the issues Bishop Dwane and his
supporters kept alive was the need te build a scheol im South Africa and
in mest letters it was not clear what sort of institutiohs they had ia
mind, whether it was going to be a High School, Technical College,
Theological Seminary, or a University. In February 1897 Dwane wrote:
"Our great need in this country is a firat class imnstitution of learming...’
people in thia country are very anrious about higher education. I hope
the A,M.E. Church will soom take up this question im ecarnest. You have
nrot the least idea, my Lord, how much depends on this question. The

failure of the White Churches to do s¢ is a source of much discontent,

63. B:;ry. op.cit., pp. 76-78; Vright, op.cit., pp. 318-3'9.



34

matter Un.

Fro cur cnurch mu:st talie ihe Lovever, wuch o

re oin fne 1stn, Jiztrict Allierced cn Tie U.nme <1 incoitut
trey wou.d built in oouch Africa, 1t iz cudlte cliear T.eT 1
Lo%7 onwards trne guest for hlgrer educztion pecame one 1T
liveiest i1l:sues animating the Lthilopian ..ovement; membels

Ltt.io

remova

nian Churcr.es were no

a1 of racilal discriminaticn alone 2

Tres ed that tie =

empha:siz

sine qus non  to total 1

. | hea
longer ccntent to h@ig

thhe gosl of Chu:z

S

2ttainment of a goo

~00 1L

iveraticn

N
'olal
i

a

triz vew vieicn of African aav-ncement tihrough educst.con,
Ltricoilan leaders ¢ w eve to eye with even come African ¢ 17es
ro ere essentls iy onhosed To tre indenendent Church Zovenent
R . \Suurmhst; ] o
on due zcurze even the veteran fowwsidst Jciin Jewgo Javeavu,
te cocasgicneliy vrote crrplng esitorlass on oiidopl-nisu
s to Jlon renas with alispérave groops of AIrican leracrs In
=n ersort to feund an Afr.cen tnive: ity Col_ege, - & zind of
"Tusxeges in Scuth sfrica™.
£y vloan
e
.

CJeveral nes cn tie rative
pubiished in lpvo uarfntsanuu‘ 3

rronoced Jztive Coliege, oninions ¢

S

,;‘Jjg
2th. Deceuber 190¢;

ebruary 1SC7 - all

"Lative Centra. COLLQ»\

ilege nmovenent wer
, for exannle, "o
7 tre ‘resgst

; Jo o -
articles in




Mesnwhile, Bishep Turmer received several letters frem the 14th.
District, urging him te pay a visit to South Africa. Ia éne lettar
Presiding'Elder Méngena Mokone umderscored Turnerd sentiments oa Afre-
Aperican emigratiom and therzké;:ihone of Black solidarity. He implered
Turner: "Here in Africa all the nations are gathered Zﬁnitgﬁ] except -
Negroes, my own people, Emglish, Dgtch. Germans, Hollamders, Freach,
Russiam, Jews, Swedish, Arabiam, German Jews. A4ll are deing the work
Zgbloxiziqu. but we are sleeping and will not come to visit the father-
land and them when all is takem ... thea we shall begia to cry; like
BEsau ... Let Africans tgaeh one another -—— I am sure we are not
inferior to any[}lcq7."66 The upshet of these appeals and imvitatioms
vas that Turmer, who had previously paid two visits te West Africa, decided
te visit Seuth Africa i 1898.

Net that Turmer was the first Afro-American cleric to set foot
omn South Africaa seil., The National Baptist Convention (also known as
Black Baptists) semt their agent to South Africa in 1895. Rev. R.A. Jacksen,
the agent in question, seems to have mounted a modest missionmary
enterprise im Seuth Africe; by 1898 he had bsen jo;ned by Rev. and Mrs,
John Tule, Rev. George Themsas, Rev.'J.I. Buchanan; the Baptists had by
that time founded stations at Cape Town, Queenstown and liddle Drift
and* had 414 full members all told. The Church had also sent four

Africen students to the United States: Monte Kama and Alfred Impey,

 who enrolled at Extein Nerten and Shaw University respectively,

66. Mokone™ to the editor, 22nd. May 1897, in "Grand Letter from
South Africa™, Voice of Missjons, 1st. July 1897.
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vhiils Isish Nyathi and Alfred Sesma sntsred Wayland Seminary and
= . . Mes ? T o 3 s T ..
Penedict Collegs respectively in Virginia and a Malawlanm, Johi Chif€i bl

'thtemburaé? Nevertheless the visit of Bishop Turner was 3e aggre-

a8Lve #nd flambouyant that it dwarfed the missiocmary efforte of Blaak'
Hzptiasts im South Africa. Upon his arrival Turner set the tone of his
'missiglby ancuncing that he was "mighty glad to get my feet snce nore

om the s0il of rekmowmed Africe -- - My Masters business requirss has+s.”
Turnar was dismayed te fimd that enly a handful of Blacks were
ordained inte ths ministry of Protestﬁnt Churches. He thus welcowmed
ite Fthiopiar apirit im ferment that led Africams to "discoveyr thoy
Cturches of their owm race -— would be o far/biotter/ ——e tham wersiir.
»ing emong Whites all the time, where they are compelled to occupy a |
aanrdinﬂte‘status".éﬁ Turner sought te improva.on this recor% oy
ardaining inte tas A.M.B. Church ministry, thirty one elders, Ewanig
Arapons, and reordaimed at their own requsst all the Ethiopihn minletera
whe had bsem concecrated im the Ethiopiam Chureh befors itn merper

A

i ths ALM.E. Church. Rav. Duane was cenfirmad Vicar«Bishep of +Lu

1255, Piateict and he was cenfsrred with the powar te ordain mininfers
ints the A:M.s. Church.

Eilshop Turner did net restrict his aciivities ts religiocus issuea
tions; he dabblsd im politics with the fervour of one who uad saised

toan szpsrisuce a3 Stute Representative im Geovrgis cud alse one whe

Ielt pessisaately that Black people should improve thelsr 1ot im Africw

£ L.G. Jordan, Up_tpe ledder im Foreign Missicag (Neahville, {eps, .

1905 ;. pp. 15=24;

P.5.L. Dutchins te the edfor, 13th. July 1898, in "Abeut Rew,
Jrcksen of Cape Town, South Africa", Voics of Mismsiong, fat. A.suri
1898; "Forsign Mission Notes by Secretary Jordon, 8th. July 1333
Ihi3

e
e 2 ¥

hd.  Wrigat, Zacyclopasdis, p. 319.
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and in the diaspora. It appears that Turner concealed from Whites some

of his political activities arising from his moral outrage~at the disabili-
ties suffered by Black South Africans. He did so by speaking on non.con-
troveraial subjects in public and ewen at one meetinéigggfirmed gome pop=-
ular beliefs among Whites concerning Black people. For example ﬁe urged
Black South‘Africans te "improve themselves morally and intellectually,

for only upon educatiem could they depend to rise from ignerance and sloth".69
A Cape newspaper reported en Turner's advice 5pprovingly, describing

the Bishep as a "powerful man with an equally powerful voice"” whe

spoke in & "very interesting and a very telling manner".7o Turner was

well received in Afrikaaner communities and had an audience with

Paul Kruger, president of the Tran;vaal, who encouraged him to evangelize
Blacks.71 At first Turner did not g?%?p the motive for his favoured treat-
nent; thus when he sent a report from Bloemfontein, Turner said: “B&t most

of the Boers, im our opinion, are kind men. We were never treated_better.
They treated us to everythiamg but whisky, gnd that has been offered forty
timoa",72 Later Turner saw the cont;;ﬁad Afrikaaner hospitality for what

it was and wrote more perceptively: "The President[krugegz received our
Church with great cordiality, thdugh I must comfeas, if reports be true,

it was not so much from love of it as from distrust of White missionaries,

whom he greatly dislikes”.73 Turner returned to America im May 1898,

69. See "An American Bishop at the Opera House", Cape Arzus,
25th. April 1898.
70.  Ipid.
. Wrihgt, Op.gcit., p. 319.
72, See "Bishep Turner sees Pr3511den§].Paul Kruger", Voic N ’

15th. June 1898,

T3. H.M. Turner, "My Trip to South Africa", African Method
Episcopal Revyjew, April 1899.
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»The‘A_M.E. Church sought to maintain the momentum generated by

Turger's visit in the 14th. District by updating Bishop Dwane's ieader-
ship skills. The Church did so by imviting Dwane to America to acquaint
him with the policy of the Church and with some technics of running a
district. He arrived in New York oa the 26th. Octobefl;nd spent the
next twe montis lecturimg om Christianity im South Africa and alse
learning the history amd doctrine of the A.M.E. Church.74 Dwane seems
ts have acquiéed some popularity with A.M.E. Church audiences for seme

missionary secieties were formed im his honour while some Church build-

ings were named after him. Befors he left the United States im

January 1899 Dwane was again promised by the Council of Bisheps, just

as fhay hid done im 1896, that the A M.E. Church would shortly build a
acheol im the 14th. District.76 By March 1899 A.M.E. Church menbe;ship in
South Africa had risem to 12,500; the Church supported sixtéen students

at American colleges including one at Meharry Medical College im
Tennessee.77 Yef in spite of its apparent imterest in higher educatienm
the A.M.E. Church aeeﬁed unable te build a scheol in South Africa. The
efficial history of the A.M.E. Chgich poruts out that th? delay im funding

the comstructiom of the scheol was deliberate, and steghed from the

T4, See "A Vicar Bishop Dwane of South Africa Visits this Country by
Special Orders," Voice of Missions, December 1838.

75. See "Vicar Bishop Dwane, the Connecting Link" !gigg_gf;ﬂiggigng,
15th. March 1899; Nannie Bush, in "Dwane Mi:sionary Society",

Vojce of Missions, November 1898.

76. See "Dwane, the Conmecting Link", loc.git.; H.B. Parks, "REaffir .
University", Yaice of Migaions, March 1899; "The Queenetown Collese |
Voice of Missioms, 15th. March 1899.

77. + See "Dwane, the Conmecting Link", loc.git.
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Church's reluctance to entrust a large sum of money (about $10,000) te
& bishop who was new at his Job.78 Yat Dwane seems to have staked his

clerical prestige on his ability to persuade the Council of Bishops to

build a school in South Africa.

AML
The sensitive mam he was, Dﬁhne saw thﬁAChurch's delay im building

a school as a slap in the face; the procrastination also created

doubts im the Vicar's mimnd regarding the viability of the A.M.E, Church.
The uéehot was that Dwane secretly approached the Anglicam bishop of
Cape Town with a view to joining the Chufch of England im a special
capacity that would allow him and his followers to maintaim a distrdet
identity withim the Church. At the same time Dwane umnleashed a proceas
to dismantle the 14th. District., He comvened & special conference of

the A.M.E. Church at Queenstown on 6th. October 1899. At that meeoting,
which was attended by 39 ministers of the 4.M.E. Church, Dwane opened‘his
address by extolling the validity of the episcopacy of the Church of
Emgland and proceeded teo cast some doubt om the legitimacy of the

origin of the A M.E. Church in Philadelphia in 1787; he then r%i?ly
criticized Bishop Turmer for his failure to build a school im the 14th.
District. 4 supperter of Turner reported: "Dwane reiterated your unfaith-
fulness in promises and rehearsed nearly svery point of your /Turner/

w19

failure and weakness. Dwane then called for a motion te withdraw the

78. Wright, Epcvclopaedja, pp. 319-320; Parks, "Kaffir University", loc.cit.

79. See J.Z. Tantsi to Turner, 1st November 1899, in "Letters from
South Africa; Our Church Troubles in the Dgrk Continent Ven=~
tilated," Voice of Missioms, January 1900. "The 4, M.E.

Comference of Queenstown, "The Christisn Eipxggg, ist March 190Q.
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14th District from the A.M.E., Church. After a‘heated_debate in which
aone members challenged the constitutionality of the meeting, the motion
to seceds was carried anyway by 35 votes to 4 against, with Presiding
Elder Mokone voting for secession.80 “Bishop Dwane, who had had prior
contacts with the Anglican Bishop in Cape Town, was able to negotiate a
special affiliation of his group of 3000 seceders from the A,M.E. Church
with the Church of England; the agreement gtipulated that Dwanes group

(which wes called The vider of Ethiopia, or Ibandla lLage T%ygpjg)

would retain a dist¥tct identity within the Anglican Church. The Order
M

BX.EEEEEBEE was formally a&ccepted into the Anglican Church im August 1900.81
In November 1899 the four ministers wh» had voted against seceasion -

P.3, Kuze, Abrabam Magqibesa, William G, Mashaloha, and J.Z. Tantsi =
mat to seek ways of preventing more secessiona and te strengthen them-
selves. Shertly after this meeting Hev. Mokoms rescimded his resignation
from the A.M.E. Church and rejoined the loyalists. He informed the
Coumcil of Bishops about his short flirtation with the Dwameites and

he Mdher Church a2
urged/&lin to send a representative to pacify the 14th District., Turner
sent Rev. I.N. Fitzpatrick to South Africa sarly in 1900 to act as superw
imtandaant of the 14th. District., A year later the Churcﬁ'sent Rev. Levi
Jenkins Coppin to become the first Afro-imerican r&sideht Bishop im
South Africa. Fitzpatrick and'Coppin brought some order to the 14th.

n
Diatrict and the former, persusdd¥] the Cipe government to allow A.H.E.

A

Church ministers to solernmise marriages.

80. Ibjd.; "The South African Church Troubles", Yoice of Missiong,
Decenber 1899. _

31. Sset"The.Episcopasl Church of the Province of South Africa";JThe
Ethiopian Order", The Christisn E ag, 1at. October 1900.

82, Tantsi Mokone, gt al,in "Letters from S.Africa" ,Voice of Migsions, Jan191

8%, See Fitzpatrick to Primes Minister W.P.Shreiner, 26th.Fehruary 1900; :
i.Dale(for Shreiner)to I.N.Fitzpatrick, 3rd.March 1900, Voice of Missions
1st. April 1900; Charles Spenser Smith, A History oy the African Method- |

ist Episcopal Church...(Philedelphia, 1922),pp.221~223.
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Tha outkreak of the inglo-Zcer Jar (1833-1%02) braked tho crosth of
tne A.M.Z. Church as martial law curtailed the activities 50 the
evarngelists., Nevertheless, the Zhurch ogensd some dranches in neigihbouring
territories. In 120C 4illie Mokalapa, a Sotha evsngelist, brecke with
the French Protestént Missionary 3ociety (Paris Evangélicals) in sulozi
(Barotseland) @qnd started an A.4.Z. Church; he was supported by the Lozi
King Lebusi Lewanika. In the same year the A.M.Z. Church planted a staticn
in I.esotho.,gl+ In Zouthern Rhodesia 1930 also saw some rznewal of the
A.M.%. Church, which %had a lull since 1898 whe%,$vange1ist .2, Ncube,
who founded the A.M,E. Church in Zulawayo in thQé)broke avay to join the
Lutch Xeformed Church., The 4.M.Z. Church braanch in Zulawxayo »as rsopenad
by Rev. 3.J. Mabote in 1900.°7

had brocen with the Zutch Rezforered Church, took charge of the A.M.

(a2

Shortly afterwards =ev, Micah Magatho, who
Z. Church,
At abtout the turn of the century a former migrant worxer in Coutn ifrica,
Chari Chide<bo introduced the First Zthiopian Church (7.7.Z.) in the

bikita district. But Chidembo and other Tthiopians such as HMattew Zvimba

who f-unded the Zhurch of the .shite Zird (. hiri Zhena) in 1915, made little

headway owin: to constant harassment at the hands £ Zhodesian government

86

authorities.,

84, Tarence xanger, "The 'Zthiopian' Zpiscde in 3arotseland, 19C0-19C5",

Rhodes-Eivinzstone Journal, 37 {(June, 1965) pp. 26=4l; Edward 3hillite,

Francois Coillard: 4 Wayfaring Man (Londcn, 1922), pp. 217-228;

Con A. Rideezt, "African Zings 'on to the JGospel", Voice of Missions

~-

5
1st 4pril 19C3; L.J. Coppin, Unwritten History, (Philadelphia, 1919
ppl 311-3210

85, Zee L.D. Xhomela, J. Maugabuzane, et al, Historical Skstch of the
Zawbezi Cdnference, Mznuscript in Makokoba A.M.Z, Church, Zulawayo,
Zimbabwe, I am grateful to Rev, J,M, Ndlovu for letting me read the
Xs. '

86, ez Terence Ranger "The Zarly History of Inde _endency in Southern

3
RPhodesia", in Centre of aAfrican Studies, =elizion in ifrica,

Proceeding of a lZeminar H:=1d in thwe Zentre of Lfrican Jtuidies

{University of Edinburgh, 1964), pp. 52-74; ¥.L. Dancel, 314 and Hew

in Coutherrn 3hona Independent Chruches, Vol. I (The Hzgue, 1571

ppe 351-352.
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IX

The advent of independent Africam churches elicited a variety of
responses from both Blacks and Whites. Im the Africam community Jabavu's
Imxg_§§h§gjggngg provided a forum in its columns im which the elites
&ired their views. The tenour of criticism in the paper was largely
determined by Jabavu himself, who displayed consistent hostility to
Ethiopianism and its propenents. Imye's first serious cemment on
Ethiopianism followed Bishop Turner's visit to South Africa. Im April
1898 the paper devoted ani;dito:ial on Turmers visit which appeared in
an Extra issue called I;glg le'Mvo. In'i&bTurner was portrayed as a man
whe believed im the segregation of the races ir the United States. It
asserted that segregation had no foundation in Christian doctrine as bé
bred,animosity bétween the races. On thét score Turner and his phil-
osophy of segregation ought to bs rejected by Black South Africans;87
A few months later Imyo endorsed a report that appeared im a Lovedale
publication criticiaing the Ethiopian movement for playiné on two
volatile sentimentss race and religion; "Among the influences t- at
move men in large numbers, there are none more pdwerful than those of
RacQ and Religion, and whem they are combined the motiv; force is a very
considerable one. The Pied Piper of Hamelin could not have piped ...
‘a note more attractive or irresiétiblo. And the leaders qf this new
movement, the Ethiopianm Church; are making skillful use of these twe
pewerful influences om human conduct. By the formeg) that of race é?
colour, they make an appeal to certain instincts, of which ail are more
or less concsious; and to which all, young and ;ld, religiocus or not

are more or less susceptible., By the other motive of religiom theya//;ea[

87. See "Our Negro Visitor", Itole le'Mvo, 20th. April 1898.
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to higner feclings to give stabiligz and santion and 3 ncn-wordly
aim to the movement in juestion."
Mot that JabawWu alone airad nis views on Ithioplanism. otudents at
some boarding schols are reported to have expressed thsir vizsws on
independent #churches., at Zlythswood, a Pree Church of Scotland school

in the Transk2i, studants debated the guestion: ''Has the time cote that

&g -
imos Junta took thd

#e should have churches and schools 6f our own?"
a‘firm=tive side, saying aAfricass now had sufficient numbers of gualifi=d
churchmen to take over from ihite missiornaries. He maintained that no
country could righffully lay claims to nationhosd until it had set up 1its
own indepent churches zrnd schools, supported by its own resources, ;
gunta also dr=w parralels on ~Turopean history where he asserted to have
ample examples to show that inde_ence in church and educational institutions

had always conferred a :zovereizn personality to countries that so acjuired

{9

that indegendence. 0On tues other hand, J.3. Luti opposed the motion, ,rzuing

that the time was not ripe for :fricans to run schools and church:s indepéﬁ%ly
of “hite men. He maintained that there was a lot of petty jealousy among
Blacks, whicn hardly enhanced their claims to independence’; that there was
neither the unity nor the money among Hlacks to maintain independent
institutions. Luti went on: ' We are still in a very low stage in civilizatioqj
we have no trade of our own which is the only thing that improves and raises -
up a nation. Let us not be in =2 hurfy to secarate ourselves f{rom our fathers
tre European missionaries. «~e must tske time to do this. Then there will

come a time when civilization will have reached its x=zturity. Great things

99 '

can nevzr be accomplished in one day",

88. 3ee "Race and religion'", Imvo Zabantsundu, 1lth May 183%,

89, 3ee "Natives =nd Independence. At a Tebating 3occiety", Imvo Txtra,
18th May 18358,

‘jdo zbldu



44

The rational approach takem by Blyt§%ood students ia tryimg te
understand Ethiopianism by debating the pros and cons of church indep-
endency was initiaily not shared by White commentators. The Whites
were apt to discribe EthiopianiSnin language couched in military imagery
and secessionists were freelf criticized for allegedly prepounding a
theology tailored exclussively for Blacks ("cut in ebo§3" as one paper
put it).gj A congregational paper complained that Afro—Ameriéans vere
largely responsible for sowing the seeds of Ethiopianism. politicizing
Africans, an& polorizing the races in South Africa. The Ethiopian
movement lacked any meaningful spiritual content: "But there is not a
vestige of spiritual origimslity in this movement. Im connectiom witﬁ it
the Ethiopian does not change the skin, nor the leopard his spots‘but
only his ministerial diet. He is taking Black missionary from America
instead of White missionary from England. That is all the diffprence ‘e
[ﬁq/ kneaels to kiss the Black hand whose [i;asioq7 promisas‘to make
him a bishop.”ngeme obsservers blamed Bishop Turner fqr the rise of
Ethiopianism. Thus hardly & year after the Cape Argus lavished praise
on the A.ll.B. Church visitor td’South Africa, the tables were turned:
"This [Ethiopiag] movement has beenlgﬂ' urgd and encouraged by that
archmischief maker the Black Bishop Turner of ths Z;frica§7 Methodist -

Episcopal Church in_America".93 Nor was this Afro-American factor im

91, See "The Future of our Hative Churchee", Christian 2 ss,

1st. August 1898, being an excerpt from the South Afrjcan
Congresatiopal Hazezipe.

92. See "The Future of our Native Churches", Christjsn Zxpress,
1st September 1892, being an excerpt from The South African
C ationa) ilagazine.

33, See "Native Disruptior”, Christian Zxpress, Tth. March 1899,
being an excerpt from The Cape dArzus.
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Southern African Ethiopianism adequate to explain the rise of the movement:
Africans who studied abroad and ministers who paid short visits to
overseas countries were partly held responsible for arousing Black
consciousness. A&s one paper put it, "A Native minister who has always
implicitly accepted the control of European missionaries perhaps visits
England, and is utterly spoilt. Many a good native has gone wrong as a
result of six months' social dissipation and moral molly coddling in the
old country. He comes back...[aniqg7 I am just as good as these White
men, and I will show them that I can break away from their guidance and
control, and take my people with me."94

However much White opinion might have exasgerated the influence of
an overseas visit on potential Ethiopians, it is significant éhat some
of the Church secessions were sparked off by quarrels over the authority
to use funds that Black ministers had collected abroad. Imn 1895 Rev.
James Mata Dwane broke with Wesleyans partly owing to the fact that he
had rafused,to'haﬁd_dvni;fé White ministers money he had cellected in
England;gs in 1898 Rev. Pambani Jeremiah Mzimba, a minister at Lovedale
refused to hand over momey he had collected in Scotland in 1893 when
he attended the Jubiles celebrationa of the Free Church of Scotland.
In pleading for donations in 1893 Mzimba said: "The Lovedale comgre-
gation in numbers is the largest in the Free Church Kaffraria Mission
but it is very peer. It is chiefly made up of widows and women whe

have no way of supporting themselves but are maintained by their male

94, Ibid.
95. T.D. Mweli Skota, editor, The African Yearly Register. Beipz a
Hatd 3 al Dij o who's w
Folks in Africa (Johannesburg, 1930), pp. 337-344; Dvane, "4

Vicar Bishop Visits this Country", log. gik.



-4h .

relatives and heathen husbandskygb The appesl rsised £1,50097 and

Mzimba maintained that it should be spent on Lovedals projects, such as
the enlargemsn®t of the church building and cataring for tﬁe needy. The
White missionaries insigsted that the Synod of Kaffraria (the name given
to the South African District of the Free Church of Scotland) ought to
decide how the money should be spent.

The constraints were clearly exasperating to Mzimba, whe was the
second African minister to be ordained by the Free Church (the first
wag Tiyo Soga). Mzimba éeems to have also been influenced by the
Ethiepiam spirit ia ferment, which had led to the birth of Mokone's

piitica L
Ethiopian Zhureh in 1893. The result was that theﬁfasuist of 1886, who
had advised his Lovedale congragation to accept White representation in
the “npe legialaturs, wag now determined 1o promote self-relisnce and
indspondence in church government. Mzimba resigmed from the Free Church

of Jeotland on 6th. April 1898 and subsequently isasued several statements

g6. See Rev. Mzimba te Dr. Smith, 11th. and 13th. Hay 1893, Free

Church of Scetland Archives, National Library of Scotlend, ,
Fdinburgh, Ne. 7798. For Mzimba'a life history, gse Livingstone
Ntibare Mzimba, Ihald kobomi Nomsebenzi Womfi Umfundigj Pambani
Jereniah Mzimba (Lovedale, Cape, 1923). I am grateful to

Mr. 5.J.M. Mhlabi, of the Department of African Languages,
University of Zimbabwe, for translating for me portioms of Rev.
Mzimba'e biography. See also R.A.W. Shepgard, Lovedalie 5o
Africa, ‘he Story of a Ceptury 1841-1941 (lLovedals, 1941

97. Mzimba to Dr. Smith, 29th. May 1893, Netional Library of
Scotland, Ibid.
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justifié&fhis withdrawal; some of the reasons he gave for resigning had
much in commem with those advanced by his contemporary, Amos anta a
student as already stated above at Blytﬁ%ood but Mzimba went further
/

to posit that church independency had been sanctioned by God and of that
count Africans were obligsted to fullfil the divine plan.98 bn other
occassions Mzimba said Ethiopians made Africans more persevering workers
and that his senior positiom among African clergy obliged him to take a
“lead in setting upéxlindependent Church, Mzimba launched an independent
church in April 1888 which he called the Presbyterian Church of Afriga.
He was joined by several church deacons as well as three quarters of
the Lovedale congrégatiog.gg

Elsewhere in southern Africa Ethiopianism was taking roet. The Black
Baptists, who unlike the A.M.E.Church had had relatively less aséert-
ive agents in South Africa since 1895 sent Rev. Charles S. Morris to
South Africatin the middle of 1899. Morris was as flambouyant as was
Turner and before he returnedto the United States in 1901 he had converted

Chucch

over 1000 members to the Baptists and sent out several reports that dealt

100 ,
with mission work and race relations im South Africa. In Bechuanaland

98. See Livingstone Mzimba, Upfupdisi Mzimba, Chapter I Sheila .8
Brock, James Stewart and Lovedale: A Rea isal © M1 g

1519_1295 Ph D, Thesxs Unlver31ty of Edinburgh, 1974. 3441T,

99. See Testimony of Rev. Mzimba, South Africap Native Affairs Compission,
Migutes of Evidence Vol. II (Cape Town, 1903), pp. T34-796.

100. See Charles S. Morris to the editor of the Voice of Missiong,

24th. September 1899, in "South Africa and her People”, Christian
B , 18t February 1900. J. Dexter Taylor, editor,
N S A (Lovedals, 1928),
p. 79; Charles S, Morris, "A work for American Negroes",
Ecumenical Missi c R Vol I (New York, 1910),

¢

pp. 463-4T0,
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nis own independent sect; by 13C2 he had ovsr 700 men

kad now.becen named Xinz Idward JII Cangwaketse Zhurch, a name that seems
tc have been chosen to curry favour: with Zritisn cof t
for the reignin:; mecnarch in Zritain was “dward VII,

The turn of the twentietnh ceatury saw a relatively freer :limate for
tne spread of Zthiopian Chur:hes. Alite missicraries z2nd laymen who had
initially reacted unfavourably te the rise of Zthicpianiszs, now saw th-
mcverer.t more as 3 nuissance thzn a tnreat to their hegemony; but whites
=till thought Lhe movaerent had tc be constantly watched to xeep it under
control. Thus the 3

uth ifrican Native Affairs Zeommission cf 1202=-
L7 s of

o m
of whcoe terms of reference #as to investigzte the dang

ger gosed by
Zthiopianism, recemmended that thne A.M,Z, Church be ot proscribed; more

importantly the S.A.N.A.7. concluded that the pursuit of s21fldetzrmination
i

L - ) . - 1c2
in Church affairs wes not necessarily a political activity. Ce

Thé new tolerant attitude was displayed in the White press which mellowed Hs
criticism of Ethiopianism. For example, inm 1906 the Christian Bxpress,
which had hRitherte beem cvyerly critical of the Ethiopian movement,

carrie& an editorial im favour of promoting an African clergy and

cautioned its readers against excessive criticism of independent

Churches, .saying "It is no use railing at Ethiopianism, as if it

10
were utterly bad." 3

swana, 1350-1910

ct

1o1. J.Mutero Chirenje, 4 History of MNerthern 20
(Rutherford and Lendon, 1977), Chapter b,

: ~ . - - - ~ 3 xESeTe)
n Mative Affairs Zommission Roport LY oG. <37

a
(Zage Town, 1905) p. 5k,

103. See "Schism im the Native Church",. Chyistian Bxpress,
1st. June 1306,
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During the first twenty years of the twentieth century LEthiopian

"sects concerned themselves more with improving facilities for higher
education than with politics. In this respect most Fthiopian leaders

tried to make up for the dearth of facilities in South Africa by sending
students to Black Colleges‘in America, more especially to Vilberforce
University in Ohio, Tuskegee Institute in Alahama, and Lincoln University
in Pennsylvania. A few students went to predominantly Vhite Universities.
Jn southern Africa itself éttempts made by various cormunities to provide
higher education were becoming apparent at the turn of the century.

In 1901 the A.M.E. Church completed its long awaited Bethel

Institute at a cost of $22,000; it was opened on 3rd February 1902

and offered instruction in mainly religious studies in the medium of
Afrikaans and English; one of Bethel's three teachers was Rev. D.
Msikinya, a South African who graduated from Wilberforce University

in 1901, Bishop L. J. Coppin saw several advantages in training
African students in South Africa. "Hitherto the native sfudents,

boys and girls, who wished to prepare themselves for teachers and
missionaries in the A.M.E. Church in South Africa were obliged to

come all the way to America or else be prepared in other churches.

To this there are two valid objections; first, it is too expensive to
come all the way from South Africa to America to get an education, and
especially when 1t was necessary to do preparatory work‘for the student
before giving the higher studies. Such a course requires so many years
as to make the werk a atrain on the missionary department. Ve have

had as many as twenty-two students at one and the same time in our

American Schools from Africa, supported by the Church ....Secondly,
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it is not good policy teo educate students in one church feor work
in another, and hence the objection to depending on workers for the
A.M,E. Church who are trained elsewhere."m4 By 1903 Bethel had an

enrolment of 376 boys and girls with a teaching staff of ten. Inspired
) a .
by Booker T. Washington's TuskegeM Institute, Bethel teachers were now

expanding the curriculum to include agriculture, carpentry, brick-

10 e '
making, tailoring and leather work. 5In Natal the Tuskegel model was
o Zuly

being adopted by Rev. Joha L. Dube, an American educateQAminiater of
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. In 1901

S » popularly known as

Dube opened thso
Ohlange Imstitute. The schoolspotential in providing industrial
education was stated by Dube in rather restrained terms: "We wish to

be trained and intelligent 'unskilled labourers', in the house, store,
workshop and farms - useful servants and assistants, small jobbers and
peasant farmerso"106 This diffident approach to industrial education h;d

much in commonr with Booker T. Washingtom's philosophy of education as

104, See L.J.Coppin, "Our South African School", Voice of Migsiops,
1at October 1902. See also, L.J.Coppin, "The Progress of Our Work

in South Africa”, Voice of Missions, November 1902; Coppin,

"Thi Dadicatory Service of Bethel Institute, Cape Town , South
Africa”, Ibid., 1st February 1902; Coppin, "The Outlook in the

14th, District", African Methodist Epigcopal Church Review,
January 1904,

105. See"The Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Institute",
Voica of disgjops, 18t September 1903,

106, Quoted im W.Manning Marable, "A Black School in South Africa",
Negro History Bulletim, Vol. 37, No. 4(June-July, 1974),
pp. 258-261. See also, John L. Dube to Friends Overseas, 30th.

April 1914, im "News from Zul/u/land", Voice of Missions,
August 1914, ‘
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applied at Tuskegee. Ameng institutions started at this time was Tiger

L

Kloof which was opened by the B.M.S. at Vryburg, Cape in 1904; it
taught religious as well as industrial courses.’o7
Yot these efforts at higher educaticn by bthiopians and missionary

Q
bodies did mot satisfy the needs of aspiring African students, some

A
of whom continued to go abroad for their education. The fact that
some return students engaged in political activities to ameliorate

cjziiknsoflﬁqs

the African,was of concern to White government officials im South
Africa anﬁ noigﬁbouring countrie8. Secular and missionary opinion was
slowly pointing te the need to build a lqcaI University Coilege in
‘South Africa proper, This was rsinforcad by the South Afriean Native
Affairs Commission report im 1905. It said: "The Commission is
impressed with the qﬁﬁisability of eatablishing some central instit-
ution or Native Coellege which might have the advantaée of the fimancial
support of the different colonies and possessiomns, and which would
receive Native students from them all.”1oe The perceived damger of
going abroad was aptly put by a Cape paper in 1905 which said: "The
aspiring Kaffir or Fingo is ~ - - led to go or send his sons to America
for college trﬂining, whence he returns full of the arrogant i&ea of

Africa for the Africans - - - They resume life here to propagate seditioa

and incipient rebellion. But give them at home the training they desire

107. For Tiger Kloof, see "To Make a Book Talk", in J.Mutero Chirenje,
A History of Northerp Botswapa, Chapter 5. '

108. See "Inter-Colomial Native College approved by the Native

Affairs Commission", Imvo Zabantsundu, 7th, November 1905.
See also, C.T. Loram, The Educatio 3 Afyd
Native (Lomndom, 1917), pp. 296-312..
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and no such blight may come upon them." Thus for political a3 well
as educational reasons disparate groups of Ltiopians, missiornaries,

government orficials and aézassortment of laymen banded together to form

the Native College Movement. This mixing of strange tedfellows gave the

African elite an opportunity to work together for & common cause; in a

very real sense African barticipatiou in the Rative Collece Movement forged

an esprit de corps which matured with the founding of ths South African
National Congress in 1912. Headed by John L. Dube, the ANC, Executive
Committee included members of the Ethiﬁpi&n Movement, businessmen, and
teachers from all over the Union of South Africa.”o
In the event the birth of-the AN,C, did not resolve all the prob-
lems faced by Africans. It appears that in the wake of frustratioms
caused by the failure of the 4.N.C. to brlng about political change,
Africans pinned thelr hopes in ths __xlxg__gllggg__g_gmgng a good nun "% .
of them believed that the provision of a University education would
improve the Black man's economic and politigcal status. It is agairnst
this background of the newly found Black man's faith in the power of |
education that news of South'Africans graduating from American and

111
British Universities was enthusiastically reported in the Africam Press.

109, See "The Proposed Native College, Opinions of the Preas”,
Ipvo Zabapisupdu, 28th. November 1905, exerpt from the Fort
Beaufort Advecata.

110. Peter Walshe, T Nationalis South Africa: Th
Africap Matiopal Copgres §, 1913 1952 (Berkeley, 1971), Pp. 9~14.
111, See, for example, "Our London Special 7 :~ South African'Natives
Created Barristers -at-*aw", Imvo Zabunytyuidu, 12th. July 1910;

"Mr. D. Tengo Jabavu", "Academic Success", Ibid., 8*h and 28th July 1944
4
"A Native S. African in America”, Ibid., 2nd September 1913,
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Nor was the aAfro-American factor wanting in this search for a“Tuskegee”
L J .
in South Africa: Washington's philosophy of education was praised againm

and again , the elites pointing out that it was applicable to South

Africa. When it was suggésted that the Tuskegee principal be invited ta
South Africe to introduce his educational model, Ipyo said: "We are

truly grateful to the British authorities for the steps taken im the
direction of getting Mr. Washingtom out - - - Washington, of all Negroes,

is one whom all right thinking persons.would be glad to see in South Africa.
In Aperica he is -—= =~ turning the thouéht of his people into practieal
channels, urging them on to excel ia everything that they handle to

command merit, as all, be they White or be they Black, are only too reédy
to recognize.merit."112 Washington was unable te go to South Africa owing

to commitments im America; nevertheless the Collsge Movement remained

A '
uzdaunted ip their efforts to open a?Tuskegee in South Africa; they put up
buildings on land domated by the Fres Church of Scotland near the town of
Alice in the Cape. The new Institution, called Fort Hare University College

11 ' .
was opened in March 1916. 3 Headed by Alsxander Kerr, it had a faculty
lectucers ' ‘
of FPUT=, and the only Africam lecturer on its staff was Jabavu's sen ,

: ‘ ¥ o was destined to play an important
tayidscn Leon -engc Jadavi. Tort Hare was destin=d to play avor

: Zou | ican Tawever, inizial
wnle in t=2 sducation of slack Soutn Africans. However, :

: tollege uld zlay the
assumptions by both "hmites and slatks thst no® Collage #ould play 2
| ing St Sfric
contradistory rolz cf stemming and promcting the _rocatn of an

8 \ Tuska.-.e made to meacsure in
Nationalism rewgain tenuos to U415 A Tuskeo-e ma r

d’.’,ya

3 = IS - N
outn Africa, lix: its :labarma counterpart, do2s not appe3r to nave Jeen
S n Africa, K2 A

a good harbinger of revcoiutions.

112, See "Booker and South Africa", Imvo Zabantaundu, 24th. June 1906.
See alse, Booker T. Washington to  : Le Rey, 20th April 1908,
Booker T, Washipgion Papers, Box 818, Library of Cengress,

Manusc.ript Divisiom, Washingtonm, D.C.

113, See "S.A., Native Csllege. The Opening of the Classes. The
Primeipals' Imaugaral, Brillisnt Address” " South African Native
College Opening Cersmony -~ - - an Historic Event", '

Ipve Zabaptsundu, .7th March and 15th February 1916,

lls. Alexarnder Xerr, Tort Hare, 1¢15-1948, The ev-lutior o1 sn nirican
Jollege (New York, L19¢%) /o
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