i Rkl A

UNIVERSITY OF ZIMBABWE

HISTORY DEPARTMENT

SEMINAR PAPER NO. 70

'FAMINE IN ZIMBABWE, 1890-1960

by

Dr John Iliffe

(St, John's College, Cambridge University)

History Seminar Room, 2.00 Monday 31 August 19687

ER X X R L kL L



w2

[w]

o+
1

This paper is & swanery of the Firvst draft of what may eventually
become a short (45,000 word) book. 1 should be especially grateiul for
suggestions on hiow best to Strengther i1t during s further north's reseurch
in the Yational Archives.

Phe paper reproduces the first and last chapters of the beok in full,
plus brief summariea of chapters 2-11 which discuss pre-colonial famines and
the pire major food shortages of the period covered (1896-7, 1903, 1412,
1916, 1922, 1535, 1942, 1947, 1960). I have not included footnotes. I
should like to thank Dr Bsach and the officers of the Haiional ‘Arciiives of
Zizbabwe for their quite exceptional helpfulness.

1. The Problem of Fanmine

The boest vay to explain the argument of this bonk is to cexplain how iz
came tn be written.

- In 9B I visitéd Zimbabwe for the first.time ir order.to.lsarm as much
about 1ts history as was possible in twc months. T was especially
interested in 1ts population history, for this preseints three problems te a
histerian. First, the population was surprisingly small when Luropsans
“inveded. The first rought estimate in 1901 snggeted 561,927 indigznous
Africans. A later census raised this sstimate teo 700,000. SHven if this was
still too low and the real figure was nearer 1,000,000, that wouls still h&va
been remariably small when COmerPC vith the 4,100,000 people of all rac
living in Zimbabwe in 19%4. The second preblem for the histeraisn, thern, i“
Woy populstion grew se rapidiy during the colonial period. Ard the third is
wny it grew so early in the cclerisl perind. During the first decade of the
tventieth century many observers thought that the African population was
increasing. - Iuring the second decade almost everyeone thought so. A later
census suggested annual growth rates of 2.5 per cent betueen 1901 and 1911

and 2.4 per cent between 1911 and 1421. Lwver if thess rates were

exaggerated by starting from too low a basa, the fact that pepulation grew
at all betwesn 1900 and 1325 probably made southern Rhodesi:, =s it then
¥as, unique in #Hast and Central Africa, for i%t is gererally believed that
population elsewhere irn the region declined, or at least stagnated, during
the early ceolonial perinrd.

¥hile reading in the Watioral *Archives of Himbabwe and pomiering these

‘questions, I came ascross a series of files on famine relief durinz tie early
Peolonial period. They were vivid and detailed and they immediusely

connected with the gquestions in my mind. They showed that many people died
in early colonial famines, especialy following the grest insurrection of
1896-7, but that fumine mortality hsd declined rapidly during the sarly
twentieth century and had ceased a“mnqt completely aiter 1922. <This
suggested o possitle koy to Zimbazbwe's pepulatinn history:s famine {often
‘accompanied by epidemic disease) could have held down the population before
11900; the ending of famine mortaliity could have permitted the T=pid
kmmuli*lon growth of the twentletn century; and the fact that mortality was
kehecked so early in the colonisal period - earlier than in other African
Fﬂbnles 1 krew - could explain wvhy Southern Rhiodesisz's population increased



s0 soon after Luropesnn invasion. fhis sxplaration would also fit neatly
with threse other considerations. Jag was & belied in the central importance
of famine 1n African history whicy wost historisns had learred from the
disasters of 1958-85. The second was that the most covvincing account of
population history anywhere in pre-colonial Africi, Profasser Josceph
fiiller's study of Angola, argued that famine asnd disease had indeed been the
chief constrzints on population yrowsth in an environment similar %o
Zimbabwe's. fuird, Dr David Bsach had suggested that recurrent drought and
disaster - shangwa, in the Shora term -~ was a ey to understanding
Zimbabwe's history. [t all seemed to fit together.

It was cleur, ton, that the material in the Natioral Archives bore on a
debate about the causes and contrnl of famine which has concerned

historians, social scientists, arnd development workers since the beginuing o

this century. The debate originated in India, which experienced several
appalling fawmines during the second nalf of the nineteenth century. Indian
scholars, led by R.C. Dutt in 1900, argued that altnough these famines were
causad by drought, drought coused famirne conly because it acted on u society
impovrrished by British pelicies. While over-taxation, uncontreolled free
trade, railuay comstruction, and otner innovations drained weslth out of
Inﬂld, the same policies also destroyed indigenous technigues, such as
household granaries, by which Indians had previously protected themselves
azainst scarcity. These changes, gso Indian scholars argued, bore especially
heavily on the poor and the landless, who could not afford to buy food at
farine prices, so that it was possible for apla to starve to death outside
welli-stocked grain stores, as happcaed in Bengal in 1Y945-4, lbereas ip pre-
colonial Indis men had starved when there was no food, in c¢oleonial India
roor men starved when they nad no money to buy food whicn was svail:able.

The nature of famine 1tself had changed.

this anelysis has s pnlinsd 5o ths history cf famine in
Africa, especially in Dr ilichszel warts s work on Hausaland in northern
Nigeria, an ares with many eénvironmental similerities to Zlmbahwe. Dr Ustis
accepts that famines in this reziorn were chiefly causz«d by drought and
occurred &t intervals before colorial rule, but he strosses that vhe lHansa
people possessed many methods of preventing crop failure or surviving it.
Yheir agricultural techniques sought to mirimise risk. ‘They atored food.
They pursued supplementary nen-agricult u1‘1 occupations. They lived in
large families and practised mutval aid. They formed cliertage ties with
povcriul men and eiypected state zssisitance in times of need. Irn the
colonial peried, so Dr Watts argues, these resources were eroded, especially
by the commercialiisation of sgriculture and by the demands of apx alien stste
which gave only token aid durirg famine ard impeded the emergence of a truly
capitalist agriculture whose productivity might have prevented food
scarcity. As a result, famine becaws wore conmon (Jlthough perhaps less
severe) in twentieth-century !lausslend. For the poor, ipdned, it was almost
4 permanent cerdition, =z 'drone of contirual feood shortage’.

=

Yet this is only one perspective on the history of fawine. Ancther is
again best stated for India, especislly by Ur Michelle iHeAlpin. 1In aer
view, India's ilate .Lne+°*rfuv entury faminas were 1o sorse than those
before colonial rule. The important point was that from the beginnirng of -
the twentistn contury Tamine cessed t2 kill large uume.s of people, except
in the speciral circumstances of Dengal in 194;—4 Scarcity continued to
.wlar, but mort a¥ity did mov. viaerwa o Sanils 20:7talitv was achieved
through many <f the same means which indian aistorians of the earlier perlod
nad bilamed For causing famine - railway itranspori, wider trade, & mnobile
labour wmarket - but also by a gerersl increase ir wealth, improved. medical
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30 s enes = folent gevoenmsat. A Rey eleument in the
ith of governuental Lﬂmpntclue das the bcuul'dtlcﬂ during the 1870s and
H0s of the lndian vzmine Codes, which set rub procedures to be follewed by

tieve famine. \1Hlldr advarces naa
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ffl‘ als in order teo prevent or re!
slready ended'famire moetality in Ahglar in the seventeenth cantu -
bubldﬁd s last 'famine thst killed' took place in 1627 - and in Jestern
Burope {@ith rare oxceptions) during the zighteanth century. he same
advapces, chiefly under Communist rule, have ended China's appalling famine
anrtality in this century.

Reading the files in the Nationusl Archives, I believed tpac I was
watching tne abolition of famine morsality in Southern Rhouesis during the
First gquarter of the twaiznleth century. I alyeady thought that famine
mortality had been abolished &t that time, or slightly earlier, in Snuth
Africa, <hose last major 'famite that killed' tooi place during the 1890s,
but that story had rot yet been written. I thought, too, that famine
mortality was brought under ceontrol in ny parts of tropical Africa after
1925, bdbut azain no historian has vet unld this story in detail. & chsnce
tﬂ dn se for 3outhérn fhodesia wus irresistible, especially because the

lony's’ records are urusually detailed because it was governed unususlly
closeiy. ’

I therefore did two things. 1 ircorporsted wy initigl impression of

the colonial period into.a ganersl book on the history of peverty ir Africa,
and I decided to extend my resesr:h on simbabue until iy would suppori &
shert book on the history of famine and its contrel there. This book is the
result. It consists of accounts of the rine most serious food shertages
between 1590 4nd 13960, the aim being to show how scarcity and ita relief
chanped over tne perind. The book LS based on official reports ir the
Hational Arohnvps, suprlemerted from cortemporsry nawspapers, Wiz asion
records, and secondary sorks. Thst ig a liwited range of sources and 1t is
therefore a limited bocKu Its conciusions may well be refuted by ofbzr
sources, if they can be found. '

"As I aunt deeper dinto the evidence, lowever, I reslised that wy ln1f137
impression was cftur srong. The following chapters set out a more
complicated history of fanine in Jinbabws. Its chief elements are as
follows. : ' s
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evidence from pre-coleonial Zimbabwe suggests that
uncompon.  Drought and scarcity were common encugh
and o ars ditions of theivr horcors, but hard evidence of mortalitv
is scarce and virtually confined to those famines which were caused or
worsened oy violence. Exceot in those cases, the peoples of pre-colonial
Zitbabwe appear to have Oﬁtablished their own”cﬂntro1é over famine,
nortelity. the important eviderces comes from missioraries who lived
continuously in databeleland from 1ubH9.
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e nistory of fawmire in the
The first, to 1922, saw much scerﬂ

ial period divides into th?eu phases.
. ”ne chief mortality, in 13Y0-7, was
due to fdmxne caused by violence. ere followed Ffour famines - in 1503,
1912, 1916, and 1922 - which were "traditionsl’ in form, in that they
were due to drought and wore worst in those areas least aifected by “the

European presencs, although celoniili disivpii 428 an 1ncrsasingly
important element as time pussed. All these famires threatesneq severe

mortality. HNone in fact caused i1t, partly because indigenous survival
techniques persisted, purily becsuse the colonial governument gradually
. developed = system of relief comparable to (but dpnarcntlv not drawn.
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Hirectly frow) the Indian Famioe Codes. ihan to more efficient
administr=tion, transport, and trade, the famine of 1922 was the last in
“hich any SlUPLilCd t runmber of paople died.

Yet the pattern of famire and relief @stabli hed by 1922 alnmos
inmediately gave way to a second phase. This was a result of the frlumpn of
turopean settlement. 3igns of the change were apparent before 1922, but
thereafter they were dominant. From 19%0, at least, land aliepation and
population grcwth were reducing total African grain preduction per hoad,
although the effects were felt at different times in different regicns.

They appearcd ilrst and most severely in the area most disrupted by Buropean
settlement, .atabeleland, which now became the chief area of scavcity, along
with remote ponckets surviving in other regions. During the 19503 and
1940s, moreonver, scarcity came to be concentrated especially among the poni
and weak, taking the form not of famine mortality but of endemic
malnutrition. leanwhile the dominent settler econnomy also took over

the relief of scarcity. In the famirne years of 1435, 1942, and 1947, 1t was
not the idative affairs Department that dominated famine relief but the iiaize
Control Board, slong with the white farmers who supplied its grazin and the
wahite traders who distributsd it. Here lay the contrast between Southern
Rhodesia and the Northern Higeris described by Dr Watts, for in Jouthern
Randesla capitalism - white capitalism - did triumph derPw the 19503 and
create a new, paplfallsf %ystcm of famine control to replsce the indigenous
systelt.

Yet in the 1950s the pettern changed once move and a third phase began.
Jcarcity remained similar in character but becone more acute as the agrarian
crisis in the African reserves deepensd. The rasult was scan in the famine
of 1960 - the last considered hers because thereafter the public r
closed -~ and probably in the funincs winich nave since becoma increasing.
frequent, culminating in thae very severe dearth of 1982—4, doreover, t
famine of 1960 revealed that the settler cspitalist zcono n
handle famine without assistance, because it could ne lon éer absorb the
avallable labour and thereby enable the hungry %to purchase foed. In 1460,
tiierefore, dirzct government relief was nicessary for the Tfirst time since
1922, and this too subsequently became more common. The state filled the
widening gaps in the capitalist system of controlling fumine mortality, and
the system neld.
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Overall, then, famine mortality did disappear {rom Southern Rbodesia in
the colonial period, but had se¢ldom beern acute at any time. don-fatal
scarcity, on the other hand, renaired ag common as deforve. It may even have
increased, especially in the late colenial peried, but more significantly it
changed, egspecially in its geographical location and social incidence.
Bsimilarly, the methods of cortrolling mertulity and relieving need changed
greatly, but their efficacy probably remsained much the same.

The implicationz of these findings are considered in the conclusion.
First 2t 1s pecesssary to present the svidence.

'« Pre-colerinl fawmire

This chapter srguss that slthoush drouyhts and fond shortagses were
comuon in pre-colonial Jlwbabwe, ramine nertality was race, 2xcept yhsn
Arought was exacerbated by violence (as in the early nireteerth century in
the broud peried of shne "Swazi" invasions). The evidence for this i3 of two
kinds. First, the oral traditions arnd written references to pre-celonial

famine meortality are feu (winen compared with Likiopia or Angels, for

N



PR I A s o ar . K wony s o FIY 3 .
examplﬁ) sod dubinus (Pa. B0 “uJ?JHb of Yeldve v the uicda kinsdom in
c.1450~50 scunds susgiciocusly. like the concezlinent of a defeat waich ended

o :

northvardé éxpansion, while d¢ Uouss s sccount »of famirna after Silveira's
geath. in 15%1 sounds too providential %n be true). iiscond, and anre
'ﬂpﬂrfaﬂ., the S missicraries resivent in lﬂtabw§glacd oo (865G
frequently described. scarcity (eapecially in 1u859-62 and in the 16c0s ),
never described sericus faaine wortality. As Carregle put L1,

I
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"Fanine,
, ls very selaom sesn’. : : \

rarity of farnine siortality <ore ervivonmertal

3 e I 1
variety and the extreme localisation of rainfull (sc that lere ;28 nearly
alw¢ys'f00u not ton fav away), cultivating skills, stnrage tsc
(

il
A ) 1ti bl igques, azrest
knowiedge of wild produce (as describsd by Scudder for the fOISfy znd aided
by o very 3Iparse population), the obsence of the spidemic disenses
issociated wish famine elsewhere in Africa (illustrated by uhG calmness with
anich smallpox was trested in aikbabwe in the early coclonial period), .ad
the apsence of pastoralists (zo vulrerable to famine elsewhere).

S
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ve  Izr and faming, 1aY0-Y

Tne fawmine in Jdatabelelard late in 1896 und early in 137 s
ine of the celonicl period tn cause very nunerous deaths. i'hay were
especially se rlnuq i povthern Matabelelsnd (Wwhere Gielgud irn April 1897
astineatzd that nenrly one fourth of ths pepulation” nad died) and ia
western databelalard. ‘These wers the tyo sr/easg whers the narvest of 1496
had been worst, but the fawine as a whole wus not primsrily. dus to
locustea, rirdzrpest, or other natural calsaswity babt to inhe violenc
asgocisfed with the insurraoction asrd its repression. In rhat
faming. zontinmued pre-colonial petterrs. In ashonaland thers
put 1ittle if sny fewine mortsl
wild produce. Govermment reiis
difficultiscs, but s precsdent

a rou;‘f’ht

ity.  Penile survived chiefly

f crely constrained by
for direct relief wos establisned

5. Famire alon: the vivers, 197

Yhig famips gas due

. ard too< olace eh:isfly iv the Jobx,

Lunai, andé Zambezi valleys, i.e. those areas least affected by Burnr¢an
settlement und governnent. Szcau:e these areas weprs 3o remnots, nsither
goverumert nor suropean traders contributad much to famive relisf; the fond
they did provide Jdas XU 1ve.  Instewd, peopi- survived by local

and by exploitin e. Few in the tamipe arsa vould leove

spilics to work rt2lity is difficuit o
.

= R
iy oF them from s mild sppllpox. This was =
raditionul means.

5. dhe grost drought of 1912

Wss severs drought at this time taroughont the aovenn

rere
Africa.
soutihnrn 1
continunus y from
.

Sy

3 a rerions of

n Lisbabye it was worsl in soutinern lashonaland in 1912, 4n

in 1\1:~1. and 1n the Zambezil Villey zlmost
1 were arens velat "Ply litel

L e g
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DY Luro; RE nd conires h
its previous DrOSpUrity ang resulted from td& 130 .tl“P irnm ralluay
building wnich vr. Ph eT has Jdescribec.  az oo . momit famine
rejected labour and survwved ' excnancs and éxs4. t

vau JATOPeEN rventy 128 ®OTe 1mportant op this occas b

traders bougnt oettle for Lurcgeal Yarms in exchange

s
thoss farmsy for the first time famine sHnd
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citensivs nt 11s6¢ an elaborste relief operstion in
southern iasueraland. Ihe prlﬁlelei laid down by Sir William dilton
breadly fellowed lodian and South African models of fumine relief: 1t was e
be left wherever possible to private traders; only the ircapacitated should
receive the issues; pauperlsation was to be avoelded at 11 costs. 1In
practice these principles broke down in Chibi, Hdanga, Bikita, and southern
delsetter digtricts, where free gruin had to be i1gsued to avert lmminent
starvation. Animal transport functioned only sith great difficulty, but
deaths were probably no more tharn in 1905, This was zgsin largsiy a
traditional femine, due to drought, worst in the lowveld, and met by
traditional devices. But the Lurop2ar contribution to causation and relief
was more significant than befora. '

Govy

. 'The ddanga famine, 1516

although there was scurcity in several zreas in 1916, it was especially
serious in wdanga ard Bikita, where a c¢lassic relief operation was needed to
prevent mass starvation. (The documentary evidence on this operatien is
vnusually full). The famine was due to drought, but it 748 acute in ddanga
and Bikita becausc they nad been impoverished First by. their isolation sed
then by tha famine of 1u1g, f'rom which they had never Pecovered. ‘hile
waropean traders (seeking cattle ior the wariime market) supplicd grain to
other regions, ddanga and Bikita viere ton poor even to attract sraders.
fleres they nesded government roli:f on un unprecedented scale (some 50,000
bags of grain). With #ilton gone, relief policy was formulated by the CuC,
1.J. Taylor. 'He organised better preparetory m=asures than before,

instituted official oversight of grain prices, =and esnsed the restrainis oo

encrgency issues of Tree foond. e did not orsanize famine relief works, as

was normal in Indis, because settler farms demanded the availsble Tabour.
aylor elaiaad thet noiedy 1.8 of Toislce oo VY10, A few aay have dene, but

(9]
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Y. Jdransitieonzl Fanice, 184

Yhls widespread famine was worst in remola =reas, i otherwiss many
traditional patterns gave way to a new xind of s lty The dearth of 1422
was duz not to a sequence of bad yeavs (as= “orwu-lv ir the past) bpuw Lo «
single harvest failure, irnd.icating that storaze techniijuws were breaking
down in face of the cusd eceonony and tr wore Africans sers Decoming
dependent on the mavket. 'The famine wes exucerbated by the coliapue of
attis prices during the postwer depression. There is less mentior »f bush
produce and aore of lgbaur 1927, For +*he first time
during « famine, Jorker i1 jobs.  On this occeasion,
#fly vosd-buildirg for the new motor
1

3 e
n o
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tnerefors, goverrcment reoliiel éoolis {(chi

car) #ere opened for ths only time bafore 1360. in wdditicn, Taylor's
dative Depsriment ran its biggest relicel operation ever, supplying 67,931
tags of a: : nere Wa2s sup

r, pi «d by Drivat‘ LvrnJedF t"ders.
Gome d=aths took p}ﬂ“ﬂ among veuk and vulne

dhich 2nimal trarsvort could not reach. I“ tnu afte”mdnh rue uatlve
Departnent for the first time debated how to prevant faaine in future. It
decicded to erncourage drought-resistant manioc, but fhis never won
acceptunce in uﬁPEﬂe'D Hnodesia.

Se  Depression and scarcity, 19350

This was the first ramine (eor reslly only o scarcity) of & naw bLype.
It was centred in ‘atabelelsnd, whers massive land alienztiod
breeding almost endsemic food shortage, overatocking, and extiens

- Ll



Tulnevsbility to drougat. All the subsequert scarcities considered here (in
1942, 1947, and 1550) were especially serious in ‘latabelsland, although they
were zlso. often bad in tue remote river vellasys. Jhat of 1935 was worsened
bv the depression, csttle prices once more collapsing and jobs btecoming
scarce. ‘Taers were no identifiable aeaths in 15953, but instead aore
evidence than before of endemic poverty (e.g. in the form of debt). This
scaccity took place &t exuctly the meoment, zeenrvding toe mosley's statistices,
when Afvican grain productior per nesd fell significantly and permansntly.
in 15,5, therefor:, African survivel in dearth depended eon production from
puropean farms, as was symboliqed oy the fact that famine velief was

controlled not by the Hative ! Depar nt - which, following laeylor's

etlremenf largely withdroew from *his responsibility - but by the rewly-

reated 'aize Control Eewrd, supplying Luropesn~grown grain, «t stabilised
and roelatively high prices, by rail and lorry to the vhite traders whn were
its agenta. A new, e¢ffactive, capitalist system of faumine relief hsd come
into peirz to replace both the indigerous systien and the governmental
expedients of the early colorial perind.

he

Y. War ang scarcity, 1242

m

There was famine throughout Africa during the Second World Jar, as also
more terribly in India. Southern Rhndesia's s 31<Ltv of 1942 was
precipitated by a relatively nminor drougot, mide carious by the difficulty
of importing grain during waertime, and vas worst in fHatsbeleland ard the
Zambezl Yallsy. But it was fur less serieous than in many parts of Africa,
partly because Southern Rhodesia profited in many vays from the war (cattle
prices wers relatively ﬂlWH and lsbour in strong demand; znd partly because
the aize Contrel Loard's ayqtom of famine rellef vas probably the most
afficiont in the coutinsut. voons Familve Jeath hus been found in 1642,

10. Peace and scarcity, 1947

14947 was potertielly & very savere crisis. It swu the worst drought of
the colonial period (only one-third of norunl rairfsll in pulawaye and Fert
Victoris) at o time when fond steocva were lod and imports extrensly

difficult to obtain. Famine agaie concentrated in the sambezi Velley, where
there wvere & few deaths, asna ic aatabelelond, ghe ¢ the crisis of African
agriculture was deepvening as plgh wartive peices initiated the great
expansion of turopeun farming wag to o continue inte the 19%us. Yet,

despite much hunger,; the capit: system of Jood supply did just cope.
done was issued free and laoss n 1,000 worth o credit, but Africans

ne Juo 300 baga of grain Juring 1947 for some 790,000, spending

P 5 and Jage-labour. There was nn lack nf jobs and
ro n<ed for relief #oriks. Governmant officials (4s distinet from the laize
Control Uoard) did little more thap enforce price controls. One indication
of the strairs irherent in the rew systenm surfaced for the first tine irn
indications of endemic malnutrition amonz childrer.
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i1, Prosperity and scarcity, 1903

n 1960 the zapitvalist systewm of famine centrel begen to break down.
The 1Hr03 had been perhaps the mnst prosperous decadé since the 1870s.
African grain output had vartly nnﬂve.€d wﬂl]e wuropean farming had
boemed. But the cost hsd been @ssure on African land, the
eraation of 2 larger umpoverishad pecially By the Land lusbandry
Act), and grﬂafpr dependence on o nt.  When drought struck in
1560, especially in .i:tabeleland, the capitalist economy could no longer
employ all these seeking work - as sutclifie showed, per capits GDP turned

—



dowr: in 1900 after many yezrs of growth - upd the capitelist technique of
relieving famine by means of wage-employment no longer worked effectively.
Irn 1950, for the first time since 1922, Governnment had te intarvene with
food issues ( 206,000 was owed for food at the end of tae year) and relief
works. Saveral Native Commissioners noted that unprecedented numbers of
elderly and dissbled people were ir need of aid. Others noted widespread
malnpatyition =0d frank starvation among children. A patvern of endemic
malnbtrition, recurrent scarcity, and repeated Government relief was tuking
snapc:  To judge Ffrom Br. Leys's work in Chivi in 1982-4, it may still
exist.
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12. Conclusion

The peoples of pre-coldnial Zimbabwe suffered recurrsnt scarcity but
normelily prevented it from causing numerous deaths. 'Wamires thot k¥illed’
sppear to have occurred whern violence intensified scarcity. This pattern
survived into the early colonial period, but when the strains of colonial
change began to reinforce the effects of drought, Uovernment created a new
system of famine relief which operated most fully in 192Z. Thercaftar,
however, the prowing dominance of sattler capitalism charnged the nature of
famine and its reliei. Famine in papriphersl districts zuve w2y tn scarcity
in areas of intensive wnite se Ttinu\htg ﬁspe cinlly .iatabeleland. ‘'The ildize
Control Board, with its Durepsan oo 1 Adistributors, replaced the
Hative Affairs Departnent as felltf agency. This gystem still oreratad in
1960, but by then setntler capitalisw fournd it increasingly difficult to
prevent o rélievs scarcliy amony a nore numerous and 1monver1suft African:
populatien, '

The zrisia of cepitziiew sonarent in the gcarclty of 1959 probably
reappeared in all the numerous shovtagss of she next £5 vesrs, but this book
ands in 1960 because its chief sources - the records of tha colo
goverrment - are not yet available thereafter. It is iaportant %o stress in
thils corpclusion how rnareowly-bssszd those sources are. iuch research remains
to be done on the histery of fanine 1 Zimbabwe, from both private papers
and oral traditions.  Juch vosesveh w1ll prebably destroy many of ihe
argusents noosented here.  woreover, there is no reason to thirnk toat
dimbabwe's famine history is any guide to those of other African countiries.
Lach reguires i1ts owr investigation.

¢ purpese by providing o prelimivary nistery of
3ut 1t does not gserve the purnose for which the

0 tak Tne originsl hypothesis was that famire -nd its
control maignht be the Rey o ulmoauwu's Jb“afunbl@ population nistory,
explaining why the pop3} i x2ll in 1890 snd why it grew @0 soo0n
ard so guickly thereafte the eV1de;cs of this beodk is that the originail
hypothesis was falme. In Zimbabwe - although not necessarily elsewhere ip
ATrica ~ famine mortality wss net the main constraint on nre-colonial
pepulation. Control »f famine mort=zlity in the colonial period cannot
explain why population grew so early in the twentisth century. But colorial
irnevations can larvaely explain anw population continued o grow so rapidly
without suffering disastrous famine movtality. That is why the study of
tuentisth<century methods of preventing mortality is not 'highly specious’,
s Dr datts has complained, but nighly 4 ‘ . ‘

devertneless, the problem of Zimbobae's population nistery remains
largely unsonlved. 1t is one nof the most lmp ortant, fasci AablLQ,'&na
difficult problems’ preserted by the ceountry's nistery. :
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