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The y e a r  1960 marked the b e g in n in g  of  the  f i r s t  U n i ted  Nat ions  
Development Decade.  I t  a l s o  brought  the  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a l i t t l e  book 
by a c o l l e a g u e  o f  mine from Cambridge,  P ro f e s s o r  Herber t  B u t t e r f i e l d ,  
c a l l e d  " I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f l i c t  in  the 20th  Century  -  A C h r i s t i a n  P e r s p e c t i v e " ,  
Two o f  h i s  though ts  e x p r e s s e d  in  t h a t  book then may h e lp  us now, a s  C h r i s t i a n :  
address  them se lves  to th e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  development i n  the  t h i r d  Uni ted 
Nations Development Decade.  F i r s t  he o b se r v e s ;

" t h e r e  i s  no rea lm in  l i f e  which c a l l s  f o r  p rofounder  
r e t h i n k i n g  than t h a t  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s ;  -  no 
re a lm  where i t  i s  more n e c e s s a r y  to do ha rd  t h in g s  
w i th  our p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  u n lo a d in g  o u r s e l v e s  o f  dbrmsr 
p r e j u d i c e s ,  and p i e r c i n g  through s u c c e s s i v e  l a y e r s  
of  i n s i n c e r i t y . "

^  j -  „ I f  the  world economic r e c e s s i o n  a t  the b e g i n n i n g  o f  the  1980s i s  
N ^ / b r i n ming hard  t imes  to s m a l l  i n d u s t r i a l  conrani e s .  to unemployed i n d i v i d u a l s ,  

. y\“ ^  7  an d j to  tne Peadr~dev~eTC"ped ~couJifrYes~ ^ vove a l l ^ t h e n  C h r i s t i a n s  should  not 
^  /  be s u r p r i s e d  i f  "b r rd  t h in g s "  seem to be 'Ts 'fed oJf  our p e r s o n a l i t i e s

/

andjto the res:
be s u r p r i s e d  i f  "h^rd t h in g s "  seem to be "asired of  our p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a l s o ,  
a s  we c o n f r o n t ,  and a r e  confronted  b y . the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d im ens ions  of the  
development problem. But s e c o n d ly ,  P ro fe s s o r  B u t t e r f i e l d  goes on to 
express  t h i s  hope:

" I t  maybe a p r e j u d i c e  of  mine, bu t  I wonder whether  
C h r i s t i a n s ,  i f  they  cou ld  d i s e n t a n g l e  t h e i r  minds 
from the c o n v e n t io n a l  mundane sy stems t h a t  c o n s t r i c t  
them, might no t ,  w i t h i n  a decade ,  c o n t r i b u t e  some
th i n g  c r e a t i v e  to t h i s  deeper cause  o f  human u n d e r 
s t a n d in g  "•

’:!e  do not know p r e c i s e l y  what he had i n  mind.  But how f r e e  a r e  we, 
and shou ld  we be ,  w i th  a i l  the  modern a i d s  to l i v i n g ,  to d i s e n t a n g l e  our 
minds from what he c a l l s  " th e  co n v e n t io n a l  mundane s y s t e m s " ?  I t  i s  here  
we confront  the c h a l l e n g e .  I f  C h r i s t i a n s  can a c c e p t  "hard  t h i n g s "  
seeming  to be done to them, then someth ing  c r e a t i v e  f o r  the  world  may 
emerge from them. I f  t h i s  were so ,  perhaps  we shou ld  not  be s u r p r i s e d  
to f ind t h a t  i t  has t aken  more than j u s t  the one decade he spoke o f  to 
b r in g  i t  a b o u t .
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Profound r e - t h i n k i n g ,  and a w i l l i n g n e s s  to l i s t e n  to people  r rom 
o ther  p a r t s  of  the w or ld ,  has brought the  s u b j e c t  of  deve lopment i n t o  
the c en t r e  of  C h r i s t i a n  conce rn .  We must r e s p e c t  t h i s  movement. II 
i s  a c h a l l e n g e  fo r  our t im e .  Not, u n t i l  13 ? C ,  and the ' t> Lambeth 
Cor. 'ere.nce und. r  Archbishop Davidson,  do we f in d  p r ed o m in an t l y  Ar. - l o -

f Ve s o l u t i o n  3 o f
■loence of  d i s e a s e

t.o mention 
.opr y e t

Uaxon, a n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  b i sh o p s  making mention of  i t  
th a t  Conference sp eak s  o f  t h e i r " g r a v e  concern a t  the
and d i s t r e s s ..................  i n  l a r g e  t r a c t s  o r  Nu-ope ;,• ? .Asia . '

"Vas made of A f r i c a ,  b u t  then t h e r e  were r.o pig t i v e  A f r i c a n  bis' '  
p r e s en t  a t  th e se  c o n f e r e n c e s .  But as  communiontiour d u r in g  t'r i s  c e n t u r y  
have improved,  so the r a p id  growth of Third  World chu rches  have made 
t h e i r  v o i c e s  h e - rd  m.O'e s !  n r p l y  and c l e a r l y  a t  Lambeth.  Perhaps t h i s  
process  has reached  a p o in t  of  c u lm in a t io n  when, or. J u l y  ? 3 t h  19 ?8 ,  the 
AOn b i shop s  then p.-csent a t  the l a t e ~ t  Lambeth Cor.ferenr-e e x p r e s s e d  
ti.-’ i r  s o l i d  r i t v  w i th  the suff -T inm d w e l l e r s  in the  th r e a t e n e d  shan tv - town
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a t  Crossroads  i n  Gouth A f r i c a  by s e n d in g  them a l e t t e r ,  s i gn ed  by a l l  
w i thout  d i s s e n t .  S i m i l a r l y ,  i n  the ecumen icu l  movement o f  t h i 3 c e n t u r y ,  
so w e l l  d e s c r ib e d  by B ishop L e s l i e  L'ewbiggin in  h i s  p r e p a r a t o r y  document 
fo r  the 1900 World Conference on M is s ion  and Evange l ism , c a l l e d  "Your 
Kingdom Come", C h r i s t i a n  concern ha3 moved from p reo ccupa t ion  w i th  p e r s o n a l  
s a l v a t i o n  and m o r a l i t y ,  to a s en se  o f  c o rp o r a t e  s a l v a t i o n  fo r  humanity  
w i t h i n  the  Body of  C h r i s t ,  and to a new awareness  o f  the im portance  o f  
world deve lopment  in  t h i s  g l o b a l ,  t r u l y  e c u m e n ic a l y p r o c e s s . S p e a k in g  of 
the  4 th  General  Assembly o f  the  World Counc i l  o f  Churches a t  Uppsa la  i n  1968 
he w r i t e s .

"The chu rches ,  which o f t e n  seemed to b e lo n g  r a t h e r  to 
the  co u r t  of  Fharaoh ,  than to the  camp o f  Moses, were 
summoned to i d e n t i f y  them se lve s  u n e q u i v o c a l l y  w i th  the 
a s p i r a t i o n s  of the  oppressed" I Page 9J .

Profound r e t h i n k i n g  on i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s  among C h r i s t i a n s ,  th en ,  t h e r e  
has b een .  Paced now w i th  the  world economic r e c e s s i o n ,  and w i th  the  
n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  o f  governments , l e a d i n g  them to respond w i th  in w a rd -  
lo o k in g  a t t i t u d e s  of  s e l f - p r o t e c t i o n  and d e f en ce ,  the  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h i s  
movement both w i t h in  and between the churches  w i l l  be tho rough ly  t r i e d  
and t e s t e d  i n  the  coming d ecade .

For t h i s  movement, however,  to l e a d  now to a new Exodus f o r  the  
chu rches ,  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  the  e x p lo d in g  p o p u la t io n  of  our  p l a n e t , ’ 
a number of  o th e r  f a c t o r s  w i l l  need to -b e  p r e s e n t .  In the  word of  Yahweh 
ad d r e s s e d  to Moses, r e co rd ed  i n  our J e w i s h  and C h r i s t i a n  S c r i p t u r e s  in.  the 
book of  Exodus, 5 ve rbs  a r e  to be found.  I  l i k e n  the e f f e c t  of  t h e s e  
ve rbs  upon the  mind of  Moses to the i n t e r a c t i o n  of  e l e c t r o n s  e n c i r c l i n g  
the n u c l e u s  i n  an atom, a t  a g i v e n  moment to exp lode  w i t h  l i b e r a t i n g  
e n e rg y .  "I  have seen the  a f f l i c t i o n "  i s  the f i r s t  o f  t h e s e , i n  the 
w r i t t e n  r e c o rd s  we have (Exodus c h a p t e r  3,  v e r s e  7 ) .  To have seen  the  
a f f l i c t i o n  o f  the e s t im a t e d  800 m i l l i o n  people  on our p l a n e t  who a r e  
d e s t i t u t e ,  o f  whom the Report  o f  the Brand t  Commission s p e a k s ,  r i g h t l y  
g e n e r a t e s  an i r r e s i s t a b l e  power.  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  i t  was a t  t h e i r  m ee t in g  
i n  M a l i ,  one o f  the l e a s t  deve loped  c o u n t r i e s  i n  a b e l t  around the  c o n t i n e n t  
of A f r i c a ,  w i th  the o p p o r t u n i t y  which t h a t  m ee t in g  b rough t  f o r  members of 
t h a t  Commission to lo ck  f o r  them se lve s  i n t o  the human eyes  of p o v e r t y ,  
t h a t  more than any o th e r  s i n g l e  f a c t o r  welded the  consensus  between 
members from the Forth and So u th ,  which gave  p a r t i c u l a r  a u t h o r i t y  to t h e i r  
r e p o r t .  Those C h r i s t i a n s  who have not  y e t  s e en  f o r  them se lves  the  f a c e  
of  t h i s  d e g r e e  o f  d e p r i v a t i o n  of  the  b a s i c  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  of  l i f e ,  shou ld  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  r e s p e c t  the "hard  t h in g s "  t h a t  i t  does to human p e r s o n a l i t y ,  
and r e s p e c t  a t  l e a s t  the  u r g e n c y  exp re s s e d  by the Brandt Commission i n  
t h e i r  emergency programme d e s ig n e d  to do s o n e t v i n g  about i t .

"I have heard  t h e i r  c r y "  i s  the second verb  i n  'h e  word of  God a d d r e s s e  
to Moses.  >‘-'e have co n s id e r ed  how hard  e t h i n g  i t  has been f o r  w h i t e  and 
w es te rn  C h r i s t i a n s  to ' rear  t h i s  c r y  o f  the  o p pre ssed  from Third ' Jo r ld  
c o u n t r i e s .  Though not n e c e s s a r i l y  a g r e e i n g  w i th  the op in ion  e x p r e s s e d  
to the  Brandt  Commission by the governments o f  E a s t e rn  3 :rope t h a t  
"development" i s  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  the fo rm er  c o l o n i a l  powers,  th e r e  
has been a p"0 c e s s  of " u n l o a d in g  o u r s e l v e s  o f  p r e j u d i c e "  and of  b e in g  

' p i e r c e d " th ro u g h  s u c c e s s i v e  l a y e r s  o f - i n s i n c e r i t y .  Too much of  the 
w ea l th  c r e a t e d  out of  c o l o n i a l  s o i l  w i th  the h e lp  o f  n a t i v e  l a b o u r  has 
found i t s  way back to b u i l d  the i n f r a - s t r u c t u r e  o f  our c i t i e s ,  and to
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d eve lo p  our economies i n  the  c a p i t a l i s t  n a t io n s  o f  the  w e s t .  Now the 
c r y  o f  t h ^ i r  im pover i shed  people  i s  not f o r  c h a r i t y  but  f o r  j u s t i c e .
Rav ing  heard t h e i r  c r y ,  now must be the t ime not on ly  f o r  C h r i s t i a n s , b u t  
f o r  c a p i t a l i s m , to act m a s s i v e l y  to r e g e n e r a t e  the  p u r c h a s in g  power w i t h i n  
t h e i r  marke ts ,  a s  p a r t  o f  a programme of  new in v es tm en t  and deve lopment .

"I have come down to d e l i v e r  them" i s  the t h i r d  such verb  i n  the  
word a d d r e s s ed  by God to Moses.  I t  i s  the power locked  up i n  the  i n t e r 
a c t i o n  of  t h i s  e l e c t r o n  w i th  i t s  n u c l e u s ,  t h a t  l i e s  beh ind  the humble human f o r  
of J e s u s  whom s u c c e s s i v e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  have bowed the knee  
to worsh ip  i n  the House o f  Bread ,  i n  Be th lehem. I t  i s  t h i s  v e r b  p a r t i c 
u l a r l y  t h a t  has d i s c h a r g e d  i t s  meaning i n  the  l i b e r a t i o n  th eo lo gy  o f  L a t i n  
America.  What "hard  t h i n g s "  must C h r i s t i a n s  i n  the w es t  now a c c e p t  i n  
terms of  s i m p l i f y i n g  t h e i r  l i f e - s t y l e s ,  i f  we a r e  to h e l p  to t r an s fo rm  
the s o c i e t y  i n  which we l i v e ,  and not s im p ly  conform to i t . 7 I t  i s  t h i s  
v e rb ,  and our ob ed ience  to i t s  c a l l ,  t h a t  above a l l  c o n t a in s  the  c h a l l e n g e  
of  a new Exodus i n  the  coming decade .  For example,  i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  what 
o i l  has been to the  1970 s ,  g r a i n  w i l l  be t o  the  1980 s .  By which  I  u n d e r 
s t a n d  t h a t  g r a i n  a s  a commodity t h a t  i s  traded i n  the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m arke t  
p l a c e ,  i s  becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  an in s t ru m en t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p o l i c y ,  a s  o i l  
has been to Arabs i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  w i th  I s r a e l .  A l r e a d y  i n  1980 we 
have seen  the  p r e s s u r e  on demand fo r  g r a i n  t h a t  comes from poor h a r v e s t s  
i n  R uss ia  and China .  We know of  the  a d d i t i o n a l  p r e s s u r e  upon demand f o r  
g r a i n  t h a t  comes from the  p r a c t i c e  i n  Europe and North America o f  f e e d i n g  
i t  to an im a l s  f o r  c o n v e r s io n  in to  mea t .  We knov/ t h a t  more and more 
c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  L eso tho ,  which used to be e x p o r t e r s  of  food ,  a r e  now f a c ed  
w i th  the need to im p o r t ,  thus p l a c i n g ' f u r t h e r  p r e s s u r e s  on the  p r i c e  of 
world s u p p l i e s .  The c h a l l e n g e  of  development to C h r i s t i a n s  i n  t h e  1980s 
w i l l  r e q u i r e  us th e n  to r e n e g o t i a t e  the  terms under  which we p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  the l i f e - s t y l e s  o f  s o c i e t y  around u s ,  so t h a t  someth ing  o f  t h i s  p r e s s u r e  
upon the eco logy  of  our  p l a n e t  to produce enough food can be red u ced .
This r e n e g o t i a t i o n  can go on i n  a p r i v a t e  and a p e r s o n a l  way,  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  
b e a r  t h e i r  'w i tne ss ,  w h i l e  a t  the same t i m e , a t  government l e v e l ,  the  terms 
of  t r a d e ,  and the  s u p p l i e s  of g r a i n ^ a r e  r e n e g o t i a t e d  i n  the Development 
S t r a t e g y  o f  the U n i t ed  N a t io n s .

The fo u r th  v e r b ,  i n  the  word of  Goa a d d r e s s ed  to Moses a t  the  Exodus, 
was ex p re s sed  i n  terms t h a t  a r e  fundamenta l  to the  m i s s i o n a r y  t a s k s  o f  the  
churches i n  the  1930s:  "I  w i l l . s e n d  you unto Pha raoh ."  I t  does "h a rd
th in g s"  to p e r s o n a l i t y  to have tc g r a p p l e  w i th  the f o r c e s  of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
p o l i t i c s ,  and w i th  the  s p e c i a l i s t  terms o f  the economic shor thand  t h a t  a r e  
r e q u i r e d ,  i f  we a r e  to p r e s e n t  our message a r i g h t ,  and e x p r e s s  t h a t  
p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  which i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  e l e c t e d  governments 
to a c t .  Terms and acronyms l i k e  SDRs and U.M.C.T.A.D. do not come e a s i l y  
to the l i p s  of  the  a v e r a g e  p a r i s h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on a d io c e s a n  o r  d e a n e r y  
synod.  But then we do not know what demands upon h i s  m as te ry  o f  f o r e i g n  
l anguage s  were made upon the  Sam a r i t an  , f i r s t  i n  speak in 'g  to h i s  n e ighbo ur  
who was the v i c t i m  a t  the r o a d s i d e ,  and s e c o n d ly  i n  s p e a k in g  to the i n n 
k eeper  i n  the h o s t e l  down the  ro ad .  Y e t ,  i f  P ro f e s s o r  B u t t e r f i e l d  i s  
r i g h t ,  i t  i s  o n ly  a f t e r  a c c e p t i n g  th e se  "hard t h i n g s " ,  and a c q u i r i n g  th e s e  
new a p t i t u d e s  and s k i l l ? i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s ,  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  may then 
c o n t r i b u t e  som eth ing  c r e a t i v e  to the p rocess  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g . t h e  d e ep e r  
human d imens ions  of development i n  the 1980s .  E s p e c i a l l y  i f  we h e a r ,  and 
b e l i e v e ,  the  f i f t h  verb  spoken to Moses a t  the Exodus by God t h a t  "I  w i l l  
be w ith  you" i n  the t a s k s  ahead .
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But V harnoh in  the  3rd Development Decade w i l l  be as  much a d i r e c t o r  
of  a m u l t i n a t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  a3 he i s  a l e a d e r  of  a government.  I t  i s  
to th e se  companies t h a t  Mr. Robert  KacNamara and h i s  s u c c e s s o r s  a t  the  
World Bank must be heard  to speak  i n  t h e i r  Development R ep o r t s .  I f  
economic s t u d i e s  s e r v e  us r i g h t ,  i t  i 3  as  much the  tendency  of  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  

c o r p o r a t i o n s  to t h r i v e  on new t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  and t h e i r  dependency on in n o v a t io n ,  
a s  i t  i s  the s t r u c t u r e s  of  world t r a d e ,  t h a t  ha3 l e d  to hundreds of  m i l l i o n s  
o f  people  f i n d i n g  them se lve s  w i thout  a job on the  marg in s  of  the world  
economy.

The l e s s o n s  l e a r n t  from Dr.Schumacher about the  im por tance  of  
a p p r o p r i a t e  t e ch no logy  w i l l  need to be a p p l i e d  more w id e l y  i n  the 1980 s .
Another economis t ,  t h i s  t ime a t  Capetown U n i v e r s i t y , h a s  shown, i n  a s t u d y  he 
prepared  fo r  a P a r t n e r s - i n - M i s s i o n  C o n s u l t a t i o n ,  how e f u r t h e r  tendency  of  
m u l t i n a t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  has been f o r  them to c r e a t e  w e a l th  i n  what he 
c a l l s  an urban core  economy. P e o p le ' s  '&brk and s k i l l s  a r e  then sucked  i n  
to the c i t y  c e n t r e s  o f  t h i s  u rban“c o re ,  where new in v es tm en t  i s  t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  
w i th  a r e s u l t i n g -  break-u-p and impover ishment of  the  r u r a l  homelands o u t s i d e  
th a t  c o r e .  . The obvious focus of t h i s  p rocess  a t  work i s  i n  the  economy o f  
South A f r i c a .  But the  model may w e l l  s e r v e  as a microcosm o f  the  w o r ld .
How much of  a F o r th -So u th  d i v i d e  i n  Weste rn  Europe depends upon in v e s tm en t  
i n  the core  economy o f  a B r u s s e l s - F a r i s h - R h u r  t r i a n g l e ,  w i t h  an accompanying 
tendency to import m ig ran t  l abou r  from the  so u th ,  on ly  to r e - e x p o r t  t h a t  
l abou r  to i t s  im po ver i sh ed  homelands a t  t imes of economic r e c e s s i o n ?
C h r i s t i a n s  cannot equ a te  the  c r e a t i o n  o f  w ea l th  i n  a c o u n t r y  w i th  the 
development of  t h a t  c o u n t r y ,  i f  a whole economic sy s tem i s  b u i l t  up on new 
c a p i t a l - i n t e n s i v e  t e ch n o lo g y ,  l e a v i n g  the  l a b o u r  and the s k i l l s  o f  a r i s i n g  
p ropor t io n  o f  the work fo r c e  d i s c a r d e d  and u s e l e s s .  The p u b l i c a t i o n  of  
t h i s  symposium of  e s s a y s  p rov ides  an o p p o r t u n i t y  fo r  t h i s  to b e s i d j a t  the 
o u t s e t  o f  a decade,  d u r in g  which t ime we s h a l l  s e e  the  f u l l e r  im p l i c a t i o n s  
f o r  employment of  the coming of the m ic r o - c h ip .

The Report  o f  the Brandt  Commission does not seem to t a c k l e  t h i s  problem 
s e r i o u s l y  enough. I t  doe s ,  however, p l a c e  the t r a n s f e r  of  m ass iv e  r e s o u r c e s  
to the Third  v.'crld c o u n t r i e s  as the  foremost  po in t  i n  i t s  emergency programme. 
Such a p a r t n e r s h i p  between North and South  would seem to he a p r e c o n d i t i o n  i f  
any economic Exodus i s  to take  p l a c e  from world  r e c e s s i o n .  I b e l i e v e ^ a t  
l e a s t , t h a t  t h i s  i s  p a r t  o f  the message w i th  which C h r i s t i a n  economis ts  a r e  
charged i n  t h e i r  m i s s io n  to Fharao ’n.  W r i t i n g  out o f  the economic d e p r e s s i o n  
between the wars ,  Rheinho ld  Neibuhr reminded the churches  o f  t h e i r  need ,  not 
on ly  of  a p l an  and b l u e p r i n t  of the promised l and  a t  the end of  t h e i r  Exodus,
but of  an a p p r o p r i a t e  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  those  who p o sse s s  the power to b r i n g
t h i s  b l u e p r i n t  i n t o  r e a l i t y .  I t  i s  w i th  the  terms of  t h i s  new p a r t n e r s h i p ,
both w i th  governments and w i th  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s , t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  must
be engaged i n  r e n e g o t i a t i o n  i n  the coming decade .

From th e s e  "h a rd  t h i n g s ” , l e t  us now tu rn  to c o n s id e r  the hope t h a t
Herber t  B u t t e r f i e l d  e x p r e s s e d :  t h a t  out  o f  a profound r e t h i n k i n g  on
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s ,  C h r i s t i a n s  might c o n t r i b u t e  someth ing  c r e a t i v e  a t  
the end o f  the d e c a d e .  I have seen  and heard someth ing  of  t h i s  hope b e in g  
r e a l i s e d  i n  our c o u n t r y ,  d u r in g  the two decades  t h a t  ha,re now passed  s i n c e  
he wrote t h a t  l i t t l e  book. The December D e c l a r a t i o n  of  the  Churches i n  19 '9*
when one m i l l i o n  s i g n a t u r e s  were a t t a c h e d  to a p e t i t i o n ,  u r g i n g  the  government
to a l l o c a t e  0 .7 ) r o f  the  Cross N a t io n a l  Product of the Un i ted  Kingdom, in
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o f f i c i a l  government a i d  to d e v e lo p in g  n a t i o n s ,  demonst ra ted  t h a t  the 
e d u c a t i o n a l  work ahout development i s s u e s ,  on which C h r i s t i a n s  had a l r e a d y  
embarked, was b e g in n i n g  to b i t e .  That d e c l a r a t i o n  was I t h i n k  s i g n i f i c a n t  
f a r  more as a measure  of  e d u c a t i o n a l  e f f o r t  and of i t s  e f f e c t s ,  than as  a 
p e t i t i o n  c a r r y i n g  p o l i t i c a l  w e i g h t .  Ten y e a r s  l a t e r ,  a t  the  end o f  the 
t h i r d  One World Week, i n s t i g a t e d  i n  over  700 towns and v i l l a g e s  a c r o s s  
the count ry^  by the  Churches’ Committee of  the  fJorld Development Movement,
I heard some members of  a branch of  the  Mothers '  Union b e in g  i n t e r v i e w e d  
on B .B .C .  r a d i o .  They had been p l a y i n g  the C ra in  D ra in ,  an e d u c a t i o n a l  
game produced i n  the  1970s by C h r i s t i a n  A id .  S im p ly ,  c l e a r l y ,  and w i th  
profound e f f e c t ,  they  a r t i c u l a t e d  the  l e s s o n s  th ey  had l e a r n t  about the 
'a-bout-  the-) t e n d e n c i e s  of  f r e e  market f o r c e s  w i t h i n  an  economic sy s tem  to 
suppor t  the r i c h  and to d e p r i v e  the  poor .  There i s  s u r e l y  a c r e a t i v e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  which C h r i s t i a n s  c a n  make to our u n d e r s t a n d in g  of  the  i s s u e s ,  
and t o  our p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t r a n s  fo rming  the  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  by which 
s o l u t i o n s  may be found f o r  t h e i r  a l l e v i a t i o n ,  i n  the  19 8 0 s , s im p ly  bec au se  
a s i g n i f i c a n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  t a s k  has a l r e a d y  been embarked upon. I t  was the  
v i s i o n  o f  the  Brand t  Commission th a t  not o n ly  governments ,  b u t  s c h o o l s ,  
t r a d e  u n io n s ,  r o t a r y  and round t a b l e  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  c h u rc h e s ,  and women's 
movements l i k e  the  Mothers '  Un ion ,shou ld  r e c e i v e  and a c t  upon t h e i r  r e p o r t .
I  f i n d  a l r e a d y  t h a t  the  hopes o f  my c o l l e a g u e  Herber t  B u t t e r f i e l d  f o r  a 
c r e a t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  from C h r i s t i a n s  to be e x c i t i n g l y  c a p a b l e  o f  f u l f i l m e n t  
In  B r i t a i n ,  i n  the autumn of  19S1,  a new 4 th  channe l  t e l e v i s i o n  company w i l l  
b~gin b r o a d c a s t i n g .  To p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  th e s e  new o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  the  4 th  
Channel Development Educat ion Group has s e t  i n  motion the  p roduc t ion  of  
f i lm s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  t r a n s m i s s io n  on t h i s  c h a n n e l .  To s n a t c h  a t  the  i s s u e s  
r a i s e d  by s t a r v i n g  c h i l d r e n  i n  Uganda, o r  the  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  s h a n ty  towns 
i n  C ro s s ro a d s ,  w i th  - s e n s a t io n a l  news c o v e r a g e ,  can r e a l l y  be no s u b s t i t u t e  
f o r  w e l l - t h o u g h t - o u t  a n a l y s i s  of  both the  s h o r t - t e r m  and t ie lo n g - te rm  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  deve lopment.  I b e l i e v e  i n  t h e i r  engagement w i t h  th e se  
t a s k s ,  C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  f i n d i n g  them se lve s  i n  the  company o f  new f e l l o w  
t r a v e l l e r s ,  both  o f  o th e r  r e l i g i o u s  fa i t^ ia^and o f  none. Something a g a i n  
of the  hopes f o r  a c r e a t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  from the  churches  a r e  s u s c e p t i v e  
o f  r e a l i s a t i o n .

In  th e s e  e d u c a t i o n a l  t a sks . ,  C h r i s t i a n s  f in d  ■ them se lves  t u r n i n g  towards 
the  f a c e  o f  C h r i s t  who con f ron t su s  w i th  hope and w i th  c h a l l e n g e  a t  the s t a r t  
o f  a new d eca d e .  I t  i s  i n t o  s t a t u r e  t h a t  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  we a r »
c a l l e d  to grow, and to p a r t i c ip a te^ in ^ d eV eT o p n en t  p ro ces s  . j c  - V±-4h h i s  pe ace 
h i s  word of  sha lom, t h a t  g i v e s  b l e s s i n g  to those  who u n d e r t a k e  hard t h i n g s  
to b r i n g  i t  a b o u t .  I n  h i s  book "The Concept o f  Peace" P r o f e s s o r  John 
M acqua r r i e  h e lp s  us to s e e  how t h i s  peace i s  on ly  p o s s i b l e  when a l l  the 
c o n s t i t u e n t  members of  a s o c i e t y ,  and of  a f a m i l y  of n a t i o n s ,  a r e  s t r i v i n g  
to f u l f i l  the  p o t e n t i a l  t h a t  remains to be deve loped ,an d  r e a l i s e d , w i t h i n  
them. This  i s  both the  peace we s e e k ,  and the peace th a t  i s  C h r i s t ' s  g i f t  
to those engaged i n  Exodus w i th  him. A new g e n e r a t i o n  of  C h r i s t i a n s ,  
s choo led  i n  the  s p i r i t u a l i t y  of  the Ta iz6  Community i n  F rance ,  o f f e r  hope 
t h a t  the world community can s t i l l  e x p e r i e n c e  t h i s  p e ace .  G t ru gg le  i s  to 
be coupled  w i th  c o n tem p la t io n  of  the one who i s  our p eace .  The E u c h a r i s t  
becomes the  s im p le  p i l g r i m  f e a s t  i n  companionship w i th  C h r i s t .  The 
symbols o f  the b read  and w ine ,  become symbols s p e a k in g  to us of  the 
c e n t r a l i t y  of  t r a d e  i n  the  world economy. C h r i s t i a n s  s e e k  and work f o r  j u s  
i n  t h a t  t r a d e  i n  g r a i n  which i s  the raw m a t e r i a l  o f  our d a i l y  b r e a d .  We 
seek  the  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of  everyone i n  the  l a b o u r  and s k i l l s  by which th e s e  
raw m a t e r i a l s  o f  b read  and wine a r e  p r o c e s s e d , t o  become f i t t i n g  symbols of
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our o f f e r i n g  o f  our work to God.

We s e e k  a s u c c e s s f u l  outcome to the  Uni ted  Nations  D r in k in g  'Water 
Decade r e f e r r e d  to on page 56 of  the  Brandt Report ,  so t h a t  w a t e r  too may 
be a f i t t i n g  symbol of  the  l i f e  God g i v e s  to a l l  h i s  c r e a t u r e s .  We s e e k  
f i n a l l y  a f u l f i l m e n t  of t h a t  development p ro c e s s ,  whereby a l l  men and 
women and c h i l d r e n  s h a l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  w i th  the o f f e r i n g s  o f  t h e i r  own hands 
i n  t h a t  C e l e b r a t i o n  which accompanies C h r i s t ' s  p resence  amongst u s .

P e t e r  Haynes

December 5 th 1 980
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