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ThlS paper is devoted to an examlnatlon, by no means exhaustlve, of the

actual processes and procedures involved in the alienation of . land - the translatlon

into reality of abstract rights. Such. -an 1nvest1gat10n into the mechanlcs of:

;{land allenatlon, it is hoped, will enable ‘us to elicit what cr1ter1a, if, any,
were used in the alienation of land. This in turn should throw some, llght on

the 'red soil - sandy or‘granite s01l', argument.(1) A : :

Brlefly stated the red s011s argument and_its proponents hold that the
-present division of land in Rhodesia whereby the’ r1ch red black and. heavy ;produc-
" tive soils <~ ‘the blue star -diorite' s01ls(2)'- are owned by’ the whltemuwhdle

the poor granlte sandy and: unproductlve soils are held by. Afrlcans, is.the, result

- not of pure chance but of careful selection and location of farms by the wh1tes.(3) -

.This ‘paper. seeks, by searchlng scrutiny of the relevant documents as regards the .
allenatlon of land in the. .early. years - (s1nce those were the. years ‘in which most
> of the land was a11enated), to, test the-validity of.that arnument.A Crudely
‘stated this ‘paper seeks to answer the questlon. ‘When a man went. out to peg
off' & farm did he ‘know. the: type ‘of soil he was pegging on?. And, 1f he dld,»

> what was -the:source of his. knowledge? ‘ In other ‘words, . were. there any gu1de11nes

on what s01ls to and not. to..peg on?

T propose to examlne ‘the problem under the follow1ng broad d1V1s10ns,—
Tltles to land and the terms of .tenure and occupation;- who could apply for,
: peg off and occupy land, and where to and : where not to Pegs

Before we embaak oh. our 1nvest1gatlon, however, it & as well to say ‘some-
thlng very briefly about why land was alienated in what almost every: scholar
or anateur who has written or said somethlng on the land question. in Rhodesia
had st:.gmatlsed as’'a most reckless .Manner. It has become. almost de.: Tigueyr
‘the custam for sc¢holars ‘of early (whlte) Rhodes1a history to- censure. the British
South Africa Company itself, and particularly its representative: and second
Admlnlstrator in Rhodesia, 'the swashbuckling' (4) and ‘bumptious Dr. Leander
Starr Jameson, for the reckless alienation of land to prmvate individuals,
‘companies and syndicates in the early years of the occupatlon of ‘the country.
In this regard Milton's blistering censure of his admlttedly 1nst1nct1vely\
'1mpu1s1ve predecessor Dr Jameson that.

}Jameson has glven nearly the whole country away to the Wzlloughby Rt
- --Whitessand others of that class so-that. there is absolutely no land
W left which is of any value at- all for settlement of Immlgrants by

.....

e ;.fcountry has been run- for. the sake of hobnobblng wlth Lord thls and
. the Honble that, (5) i T

has been quoted w1th approval by scholars of Rhodes1an hlstory (6) 7:Z'ﬁ: fg =

o Thls crltlclsm of Jameson and h1s methods ls, 1n my oplnlon, only valld




in so far as it relates to his“alienation'of huge tracts of land to unimproving

~and: sPeculatlve companies, e.g. Slr John Willoughby's companies and others of

‘.that kind is concerned - although even 1n those cases there were reasons why*
Jameson gave then S0, much land (7) o o o @

, As regards the alienation of lanl to individual white settlers what alter-
native, we may well -ask of his critics, did Jameson have?  For the occupation
of Mashonaland and Matabeleland to succeed, .the Company had to entice whites to
come into the country and once there to keep them theres The best means of

.doing this was the grant of land to intending settlers on cheap and easy terms.
To have first carried’out a carefully planned scientific. survey of Mashonaland

- and (later) hatebeleland, as suggested by A,HJF, Duncan in lMay 1890, when he
‘was stillid Surveyor Genéral "of British Bechuanaland (1.e. ‘before he joined the

- BiS.A. Company s Admlnlstratlon) (8) before any land could be alienated, would

' ‘have been tantamount to g1v1ng the leS of. death. to the whole 'Rhodeslan/

settlement venture. . .o -

. _ Both the Company and the early settlers were -adventurers in a hurry.
Economlcally, ‘the B.S.A. Company had to show quick returns to justify, to its.

. shareholders, 1ts initial outlay in ‘the occupatlon -of Mashonaland and Matebelelan
_ Politically, the ‘Company hdd to justify the :exercise of the permissive. powers of
'Jurlsdlctlon and admlnlstratlon it had been granted by the British Government in
' the Royal- Charter. These objectives could not have been achieved as quickly:
as des1red, and as they were flnally actually achieved, through a carefully.
planned and controlled system of land alieénation. Land -~ the primary commodity
of production -~ and its control and use had to ‘be quickly:wrested from the.

:Shona and Ndebele as otherwise these peoples would never have appreciated .
their changed political status, i.es their 'conquest's - The indigenous'people's

rights to the land, in these circumstances.and in such cases, are usuvally .

hardly ever of any consequence. The ethos of all such’ proceedlngs and also

of the wholé era, particularly ‘as regards the white conqueror's 1nd1fference

t0'the conquered 1nd1genous people's .rights was perhaps- best stated by Sir

‘”Godfrey Yeatman Lagden, of Basutoland fame and who was. the Chalrman of: the now

famous South Afrlcan Natlve Affalrs Comm1s51on of 1903 1905, Lagden wrote.

The rlghts ‘or wrong[_/ of the conquest /-f the Bantu;7 s not
~a questlon - otherwise where is it to begin or end - Burope
i was conquered & conquered through the.ages. It is. hypocrycy
' [—r;7 to say that 4Lfrica was conquered ‘for the sake of ..
) 01v111z1ng & chrlstlanlzlng or -improving the aborlglnals. o
" Conquest is always deliberate ... Most of: those promoters WhoJ
_ advance the flag do it for the purpcse of cultivating
" business., Phllanthropy stays at home and moderates the
© 'policy and the pioneers.(9

| The early ‘settlers too both farmers and prospectos and miners were also

‘men’ in'a hurry. They had not enlisted .as 'Pioneers' and marched up to
.. Mashonaland and/or partlclpated in “the 1893/4 war against the Ndebele for -charity
~.They. had 1nvaded Mashongland and -riskéd theirwlives:in the war against the

‘Ndebele for a well deflned obJectlve ~" %o enrich’ themselves. Conqequently
"~ when they demanded thelr pound of ‘flesh! it had- to. te given- them. They meant
to make their fortunes - and the quicker this was ‘done, the hetter, for many.
"Ploneers', according to one of them, Adrian Albert Darter, had written home
'news' of %he fortunes’ they wBre: :going: 4o: m&ke, ;eapecially to their mothers. whom
fqhopefully they. would. take with them to América's Chlcago 1893 Exhlbltlon.(10)
'Most” of the Piloneers had made«that a.réndezZvous: o« Everybody was g01ng to. make

|
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~uwney qu’ckly and- everybody meant to meet everybody else at Chicago. It was
thelﬁshona adieu ...-(11) '0f course I am. desperately sorry to misg Ida's. *
wedding",. wrote another Ploneer in-a s1m11ar vein to his mOuher, 'but there 1s
a0 help for it,: When my. - future - gold mines.are in full swing they shall _all -
have gold galore & lets hopé it will turn out a verltable Bl Dorado—/bu_/ that.
the country i$ rich there is'no doubt.& e are golng to - maLe openlngs into it
&are sure to succeed' (12) e ‘ :
In the face of both the Company s and the settlers’ determlnatlon to make
8. succeas of the - RhodeS1an “ventuce for boih political and economic reasons,
we should not be. surprlsed at the massive scale of, land allenatlon ‘that occurred
~ and the-almost- total dlsregard of Afrlcan rlghts that it entailed. : Rather should
e - be surprlsed that Afrlcans got any land at all ‘for the whltes' feverlsh
acquisittveness wag . such thet they. Waan@ to owmn nractjcally ‘all: the- land - good :
land,- medioere land, pdor and- bad- land - ‘ag long ag it was land, " These man were
”motrvated by the same-spirit of feverish acqu1s1t1vaness as that which drove the
early settlers in America's. 'wild west' -of Whom the novellst John Stelnbeck has
wrltten perceptlvely that: )
_ﬂ,,-5When people flrst came to the Wesm, partlcularly from the owned '
".1-and fought—over farmlet s of Eulope, and saw so much land to be
.. "~ had for the -signing of a paper and the building of a foundatlon,
.. an itching land—greed seemed to come over them. . They wanted
©-.more-and more land - good land if poss1ble, but land anyway. ‘
querhaps they had. fllaments of memory of feudal Burope. where o
. :great families became -and remained great because they owned h
-, :.w.things.. ' .The early settlers took up land they didn't- need A
;,ﬁg and'couldn t.use;. they took up worthless ldnd just to own 1t. ©
. ~And gll proportions ¢hanged.,- A man who might have been well-
.- to-do on :ten acres. in Europe was rat—poor on two thousand 1n o
'f;“Callfornla (13) - ' ; o
-"“fLand in Rhodes1a could ‘be held under any one of the follow1ng titles of a
combination there ‘of :- ‘Pioneer, Police, Civilian, Victoria’ Agreement nghts _
M.(also known as Matabele Column land rlghts), and other rights given in
‘Sallsbury and in Cape Town or elsevhere (by the Company) under various, under-
standings or .conditions such as, for 1nstance, beneflclal occupatlon or . -
expenditure on. development.\ No land in. Rhodes1a could be’ purchased as, abgolute.
freechold;. ‘all land, except township plots or stands were held on qultrent -
tenure, and was further. subJect to an annual qultrent of four shillings per -
morgen (for all areas of appr011mately 200 ‘dores) ‘and seven shillings: and six-
pence . stamps on each separate area of five" hundred‘(SOO) norgen or OVeT.. A1
hmineral rlghts were reserved to the Brltlsh South Afrlca Company by 1aw.(14)

E The 'Ploneer rlght' t1tle to laad was the most favoured form of - tltle.‘
‘ :had: no conditions attached to it exoept the payment of quitrent. (15)
5 ;additlon to this- the Ploneers got free title deeds to- thelr land. (16)
ollce Farm" Right entltled the holder "z Iccate 3 OOO acres of " land 4An .
Mashonaland, and- carrled a qultrent o? £3 per annum. - The land, Adne th1s case,
had to.. be., selected Wlthln three years from “the date of dlscharge (December 1891)
_erom -the force, and boga fide: and benei;Q;aI occupatlon was- requlred. fFor
';‘those members of the force not dlscharged the service for mlsconduct, land was
. liaple at any time t0 forgeiture for non; occupatlon.(17) "Civilian rlghts to
\;fland had only. the ‘occupation and - payment of,. the, perpetual qultrent (18) Jritten
"1nto them.,v The - fourth . class of rights to land were ‘the ‘special grants made |
in: Mashonaland in J891., These were practlcally 1dent10a1 to the 'Civ111an rlghts "
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'Certlflcates of Rights' were issued for all these rlghts, these certifiCates
were for rlghts to 'select! farms only.. . With regard to all these rights, 'the
gift, its acceptance, and the fulfilment of its conditions, stated in’ each case
or generally, form(ed) by themselves 1ndefea51ble tltle .(19) '

Flnally, in addition to ‘the above four classes of rlghts to land there
was added, after 1893, -a fifth category. . lhlS class ‘of land t1tle,‘as already
-Stated, was, kpovn as: 'Matabeleland nghts or Vlctorla Agreement nghts.'
' These rlghts Were acqulred by mllltary serv1ce 4in® the 1893/94 Ndebele AT and

.....

\ﬁkwere reglstered .at the end”of 1893 as per: '1etters of reglstratlon slgned by -

,@phoweverﬁtha; the- : 1
5h¢a1though by 1897 some: stlll:hadjnot advanced beyond
" next .step. in the 1mp1ementatlon of Mqtabeleland war service farm rlghts was “for’

Dr JameSOn, the Admlnlstrator of- Mashonaland (20) These 'Matabeleland nghts

& a rlght to was, dul'”pe ged off and reg“st red (2
5 e} hls stage. ‘

rthe holder of such r1ght(s) ‘to obtain what was called  the 'Land Grant (Matabele—
land nght) Certificate'. This certificate bore a £4 stamp but stated neither
the position nor condltlons of such right - it was simply a right to select

a farm. ~

Under all these varlous rlghts to land, authorlty was ‘given to individuals
to 'peg out. farms' of 1 500 to '3 000 morgen and, as the Surveyor—General, JJ,
Orsen later put it, 'what we may call "estates" of all sizes up. to and beyond
300- 000 morgen (6OO 000 acres) and some by buying up cldaims to smaller extents
laid out blocks of very large-extent, All these grantees- scrambled together
for good land and often pegged out farms~ over each other's land, and all
strove agalnst each other' .(22) »

z An essential aspect to all these rights ~ with the notable exceptlon of -
~ the Pioneer title. -'was occupatlon of the land claimed. But what was. the
accepted definition of 'occupation’? The Surveyor General's Office'shand‘
- .Lands Department's definitlon of occupation was simple and unequivocal.: 'The.
“accepted definition -of ° occupatlon ,'wrote Frank Inskipp in reply to a query'
: from Mllton, the Admlnlstrator, is personal and continuous beneficial .
occupation, If the farm is not personally- occupled_[by the white owne_/ an
European substitute must be left on. it 1(23) Merely growing forage on it does
-:.not - constitute. proper occupation ... 1(24) Neither was 'p1a01ng a Natlve boy
in.charge. of some cattle beneflclal occupation'. (25)

-~

‘But some farmers (and other ‘land holders) espe01ally the Boers who- in-
these matters ’generally had the reputation of being fairly wide awake' (26) did -
not like the Company's stlpulatlons regarding ‘beneficial occupatlon of 1and
and issue of title. They, like theé Enkeldoorn farmers, were partlcularly
vocal fn this issue and demanded. that occupation 'should. be defined by. money
. value, i.e. & certain amount. to be spent on farm, or else bona fide occupatlon
for three. years' (27) and that final title in absolute freehold be granted
after six months' occupat10n.(28) . The Company. however was firm on this 1ssue (29)
, although. 1t was -defeated by the . force of circumstances. But when the Company

-_a-stood firm on this principle,failure to meet 1ts requlrements regardlng 'bene—
" ficial occupatlon' of. land, meant forfeiture of the right to land as one” ~ -

. P.J. Pieters who went away without either leav1ng a substitute on his farm;”

T .or gettlng the: permission of: the -B.S.A. Company to leave the country(BO) fOund
to; hls cost,- Then Pleters came back from his unauthorised 'leave of’ absence ’
he.found.that his farm had been re-pegged by one G. Herbst.. On- applylng to

Q:j-the Company for the rlght to re—occupy h1s farm or to peg off ‘a new on? Pleters

))‘.
f
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was bluntly refused both requests.(31) Such hard luck cases. were, however,“
"few;‘ the Company usually preferrlng to dlsplay magnan1m1ty(31) 1n all 1ts}33
"deallngs Ulth the early settlers." IR :

._1’

f S Once a person s rlght to land under one or a comblnatlon of the rlghts
: to land enumerated above fh with the exceptlon of the- Civilian® rrghts .
gwhlch ‘wexre made non—transferrable in. the early 18903—) had been ‘established,
the“erson concernec could proceed t6 peg. off hls farm or mlnlng clalm. »zBut.'
what type of ‘Person, dld “the Company want as settlers¢ Although in’ the . early
Ddays the Company admlnlstlatlon never expllcltly llmlted the, allenatlon “of, land
Tito™ one partlcular race 0T economlc class, “there: is llttle ‘doubt that i3 tended
'T‘to favour mien of AnglouSaxon descent -and- background with' modest capltal to .8ink
into- “their wentires. - Provided" they had the means to start farmlng, Afrlkaners
. were most welcome.‘- ‘But 'As1at1cs, Egyptlans or natlves', as: one Company
ial later put 1t needed not apply,(32) so too, strangely enough, Germans (33)

‘substance ;n the glddy days of Dr Jameson, yet there were 51gns by 1895 o
unw1111ngness .on the part of the Administration to grant ‘Tand’ wholesale. Ualls
began,to be made by offlc als for a thorough 1nvest1gat10n of the whole land

£0 ore certlflcates of occupatlon were 1ssued‘ also fbr thep -

, X fraud fOr 1t apoears-that spme .harp
' who,of cou se were'no fools whereJland )

i .Appllcatlons Tort land from
lﬁ those from the’ low class
treated;f“th utter contenpt by the
: of Vlccorl

'“'f‘lndivldual & fA’ that 'L
: ated;& unprogress1veg

'reatm ntfs1nce the'appllcatlons themselves ‘Wwere not of:a., .
: able class o(39) >'Bushney,, wrote -the . ClVll Comm1ss1oner

’’’’’

* without the slightest’ moral guldance. Egan is a better cla LR of man but
addlcted tobouts of: drlnklng. He is now on the “black list", These‘people
“¢an hardly therefore be called de51rable settlers.,(4o) P T

. Thls hostlllty to -‘undesirable whltes was not local to Vlctorla.

Fo Longden, the Civil Commissioner. for Melsetter - an area’with a large .. '
Afrlkaner populatlon - was- totally against land be1ng granted to such shlftless
1nd1V1duals ‘as can ‘be Seen from-his remarks on-a petltlon signed by ‘several
res1dents of Helsetter dlstrlct asking: that a grant of land’ be made to- one

N
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Johannes G ﬁ Klopper, 'a hanger-on to the Steyn-Henry /Kroonstad_/ trek’ of L
18953~ 0T may remark', Longdén wrote,. 'that he is hopelessly lazy, and for a
long time has 'been supported by charity, his chlldren belne sent Tound to beg,
whlch they apparent]y preferred to work' (41) :

In thls Longden and Cary and other OfflClalS were only ech01ng what seems

'tof'ave beeu Company +policy" s1nce the early days in. deallng with., appllcatlons
for sland from’ 'undesirables's - In 1897, for 1nstance, the Surveyor General

srdiemissed “the appllcatlons (made Anc 1892) of H.C, van Nlekerk, L.F.C, Welner-gil,

randone Gisner w1th the following terse .comments: 'Too lazy to work ... 4. G
~ireal:bad :lotrs. Yi.. is ‘a common, OF,- garden sw1ndler type of Dandellon ;_}Take*‘
RS 1 1 F not1ce of hlm (42) T D S S y_gzyjp’

's(

. O :
The people that C1vml Comml s1oners and other Company OfflClalS des1red

to gee taking up ldnd were men of economlc substance with a ‘progressive outlook _

’and (generally) of a class that most. beneflt the dlstrlct‘(43) and, of course,
ultlmately, the country.~ - : : S

," Another class of tenant that some Company off101als came to strongly
‘Ffldlsapprove of as grantees and tenants were the large Companles who, as rrank
" Inskipp-of. the.lands  Department put it.in 1898 'have no .intention of over’ fl'f
' occupying their land, and ‘who, are allowed to peg: land to the exclus1on of bona
- fide farmers' (44) OfflOlalS 1like ‘hin. feared that unless a check was made v

i ~of . their land  grabbing activities, - ‘these companles might plck out all" the

avallable good ground there was. leaving none for the bona-fide farmer when all
they did with the good land was to, keep it vacant, 'and wait for un-earned .
1ncrement' (45) For this reason’ these officials viewed appllcatlons for huge,
grants of land from-companies. with extreme disfayour, as. the case of .one: “Walter
- .Howard-shows.  In- 1899 Howard. applled for a grant of ten. farms in Matebeleland.

Howard's: proposal was-that the:B.S.A. Company grant him 10 farms of 3.000. morgen

each .on condltlon, however, that w1th1n Jtwo years from the date of: grant he.

would, spent. a-sum of. :£1--000..1in. stocklng -each. of: the ten farms w1th cattl .

If, howevery he falled to Spenthhe suggested sun - £10 OOO,\he proposed,that
.- the grant be. pro rata - 1.e. ong farm. for every. £1 000. spent w1th1n the” fi',‘

specified t1me.(46) The Deputy Admlnlstrator in Bulawayo, Lawley, recommended

e

this - application, for favourable cons1deratlon by the Lands Department (47)
But the 4cting As51stant Burveyor. General, Henry Sawerthal, poured cold” water
on ther scheneq-: 'The questlon,‘ Sawerthal mlnuted caustlcally, T Wwhere does
Mr doward propose to: locate. the area of. ten - 000 morgen farms?  There 1s no
ground nedar any centre & to spend £1 000 per- farn in any outlylng part w1ll

. certalnly be’ar questionable: enterprise spread over the next two years as\ '
the proposal indicates. .*Unless Mr. Howard 1ntends worklng 1n a qulte
oiiginal way he should .not be allowed. to swell the alreadJ bulky 1list of ,
.subsidy - /subs1d1ary_/ Companles sone "of Wthh ‘the B,S.A, Company has now
»trouble enough to 1nduce them “to. conform ta’ terms of’ grants. (48) R

1




Once a man had established h1° hona fides claim to land under any one 4
or a cambination thereof of the different classes of rights to" land and was
not..an -{undesirable white', he tock the next .vital step in the implenentation
of- hlS righ,t(s) This consisted of writing officz.ally o, ‘the Secretary of
the. B.SOA. Company or the locdl Civil Commissioner cum Resident Magistrate ™
lodging his application for a fam and stating the right(s) under which such
claim.was . being made. - The Secretary of Civil Commissioner in rezoly - if all,

. was in-order =-would thén send an official reply, . ‘embodying. the ‘conditions of
their tenure once they had located and pegged off their farm. 'I.‘he application
-+ letter and the off1c1al reply to 1t/would then be handed over to the Campany’ s
Surveyor General in Salisbury for registration and record. 43 pMeanwhile the’
big day for the .land right holder had come - that is the day when the grantee
actually went out to Ppeg his farm ‘ . . .

. Where then could, and did men peg? : The answer to thi.; cmestlon 1s
smple,, . The early settlers “could and did peg anywheré they pleased exoept
-on-the- Gold Belt 0 and ‘municipal commonages. There were no directives or any
guidance fram the Administration as to what soil was or was not’ to be pegged

- on. There were no topograohical maps or. diagrans to guide a man as to’ his
choice of . the type of soil on which to locate his farm. Consequently men -
literally pegged everywhere and on.all types of soils ranging fram diorite ‘and
ironstone - (good red-soils) to granite (poor sandy soil).. . The result of this = .
is, of course, - tha-. most farms were on mixed soil- typcs - felsite, granitic 501ls |
mixed w1th sand, grey, red or black 501ls, and slates in some cases.s_l_ 2

Although this mcture of: blind pegging holds good for the OVerwhelming
majority ,of the white settlers and other- land holders, there are a -few cases
in which men were guided by what can. only. be called extrenely rough and ready
topographical survey. One such. individual was Henry Sawérthal,.a Government
land. surveyor in the 1890s who was later attached to the SurVeyor General“ )
office._c, “VWhen he was asked :m 1900 to state whether certain farms south’ of
‘the Enterprise Gold Belt,.i.e. the . farms "Mashonganvika" , "Witness",. “Gorqr— :
monzi” and others right wup to. Chishawasha, weré on "Gold Belt" or not, .. e
Sawerthal .replied that when he. sirveyed.these famms during the 1892/93 rainy
season -and declared them to be on Gold Belt, he had been guided in his det.J.SJ.Oh
by a. milkg discoloration he observed in the waters of the rivers Chinyika
and Nora 'By this. discaloration,' he .continued, ‘the presence of gram.te
s popularly taken for granted. and. over that stretch of groumnd there are'
numbers of granite boulders and same hills.'53 This observation, Sawerthal
Jent on, was further camplemented by the presence of a native smithy .on the -
- -farm “Mashonganyika“ - although.he could not. say ekactly where the African
smiths,got their irch ore from. . 'The smithy,' he speculated, 'might po:Lnt" B
to. shale formation traversmg the, granite and this in conjunction with the .
presence- of the Mahohchcho /mrzhanje/ trees could be takén 'to indicate the .
existence of gold formation. 194 oo T

Th;LS sort oi' crud—. geological and topographical survey Iveant that A
one knew exactly where the “Gold Belt! in any district began or ended. 55 -

. confusion that arcse from this state ‘of affairs where "Gold Balts™ of doubtful
value proliferated all over.the country. drew pungent ‘camment  from. the incisive
(sir). Francis Jame's Newton. .. 'These pramiscuous Goldpelts,’ he. observed56 -
sourly, appear tQ be mjurious to agriculture., Do. they really ex:.sj'""-
Nobody J.n the zldministration bestirred theneelves to answer Newton s querv

The lack of groper mapc, diagrams, urvev, or even lists of farms [ anted ,
- oors already negged, or, of open. and ungegced land,. resulted in confusion, o
~overldpping and. overpegging of fams.58 " This aleo led o.'s_erious dispute;
- amongst..kthe land peggers. as. land holder fought land holder by . tryincr £0. out=:
smart the other in. the assertion of their rights. Some of ‘the. thin‘a's“ that
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case in favour of Venables because of TI:L]_kJns irregular Drooeed:mg.-

- peg a farm could ' such fann even though it was' already pegged and

. - same day. - Venables, ‘however,. agreed to_ vacate the farm in favour of’'Glass
byt enly -on condition- that Glass occup:.ed the faxm 'Glass built a hut*and

‘But then one. Maritz, acting. for Glass,. agreed with Venables that-if Glass s
-'digd .not personal%y claim the famm by the 15th October 1892 ... Venables’ was

o:at the same tlme J.nstructed Venables to. request the B.S.A, Company to fomally
_.call upon Glass to 'show cause why the. farm Coldstream should niot be offic:.ally
" declared abandoned'.68 fThis Venables agreed to do - unfortmateiy, however,

'toccurred amongst the early settlers. The quarrel between the brothers Posselt -

- 8 - : |

happened were bizarre, - only a few examples will be given here. . f"-f;" 5o

The f:Lrst exaxrple, which is’ by no means un:Lque, :Lllustrates__
times acwally happened when _pecple were out pegging off farms. Thls 1s-th\,
case of one Janes Wilkins, an enployee of the Anglican Tishop of Mashonaland
(hJ.mself a keen landgrabber 9, and an. ex-Pioneer named Venables' = “both' of~
Umtali.. - According to the Civil Commissioner for Umtali, Venables pqued off

. ;a-farm some. £ime early in 1891, but lost the famm through the. Civil, Commissioner
- decision 'after evidence had been taken'.60 Venables was, however, ' given’

permission. to look for another farm; ‘and he indicated to the Civil Comm.ss:.oner
that ‘he would peg. one near Chr:.sﬂnas Pass. Maglashan continues: 'It’ appears

.. he and Wilkins were on the same ground the same day and pegged the dlsputed

farm similtaneously. Wilkins however recorded the ground in our bocks' one
day befare he.actually pegged it...'6l The Civil Commissioner decided the

'I‘he second exanple also :Lllustrates the phenomenon known as Jumping “of
farms. . This was a process whereby, on seeing a "vacant" fam, a man out to

registered under . another man'’s nare. . The important thing ‘in "jumping™- '
fam or farms was that the man. doing so should satisfy himself and the. author-
ities.that the farm(s) in question had not been “beneficially oocupled“ 62

A good exaxrple of . ”Jumping“ a fam is the case of "Coldstream 14"- Farm in

the Umtali district.  According to the Government Land Surveyor in’that""
district, Fhys.Seymour. Fairbridge, this was 'a typ:.cal case of "jumplng‘ ! 53
G.C. Glass (ex—Pol:Lce) and Venables (PJ.oneer)6 regged the same farm on the

then left.'65 hereupon Venables 'applied for the farm as being vacant‘,66

to. retain same',6 At th.'!.S point the ClVll Commissioner mtervened and _
told Venables and Maritz that their agreement was ultra vires'. But he :

there is no record of what finally happened It was cases like this which

-’.prompted the Admmistration to issue ah anti~3mm1ng“ notice 1n August 1892 69-

'I'he third and final example. illustrates some of the sharp practlce that

|
W. Posselt, T. Posselt, N. Posselt and Hermann Posselt =~ and Carl F. Cren'er,
is a gcod case in po:.nt. The Posselts, who weré in the country. before- lts

‘occupation by the B.S.A.:Company, and who claimed’ £o have 'discovered the
‘Zimbabwe Ruins in 1887',70 claimed 'Pioneer Farm Rights' on the basis of a '

letter allegedly given. to them by Fhodes, 'promising them Pioneer Farms. as -

f,_;well as two or. three of their "friends"'7l who, however, were unnamed. o
;-Although not named in the - original Rhodes letter', the Posselts' friérfds, it
... ;latexr transpired, were Carl Creier. and Carl Friedrich . Nauhaus. A "thirg

"friend", one Richter, vas dropped by thé Posselts.?2  In October 1892 the
Posselts and :itheir friends had duly. applied for and pegged their farms at: "
Zimbabwe. ... Only three Pioneer rights includifng Cremers were,. however, S@¢
in the pegging of the large estate "Erichistahl" which was 6,710 morgen ih™

-+ -exXtent - (about 13,000 acres) .7,3{ .Cremer's. right was actually pegged for him

by cne of, the Posselts (either William Félix or T. Posselt) whoy, ho*never, i
do.not ‘seem. to, have ever, shown .or told him the exact location ‘of his’ farm

" The. ‘Posselts. moreover,. registered Cremer 's farm not, as. a "Pioneer™ blit as’ a

"civilian right“ farm, which. Cremer only dlscovered Ain 1898 wEen, after a 1ong

‘absence in unknown parts, he appl:.ed for” a certificaté of right in regard to
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Court because, fortunately for the Posselts and the Adm nlstratlon, fate,__. e

' intervened.,: ~.Duging -the :1899+:1902, Anglo—~Boer war. Clemel left Victoria-and -

Jmned the -Boer: forces, but he. was taken Drlson r by the, '3*"1 l_lSh “nd shot @s.
arebel 77 ‘ s ST

The Posselts conduct was. not unllkc_ that of the "’IOOdl\.S in Velsette .
Settlers in that district camplained that .‘anyone not in the- Mood%' [sic/.. i,
family' were 'put-off with anything: the Moodys takin the best‘ .as a; result
of which 'several people ‘left Melsetter ‘in dlsgust' .19 'G.B. Dunbar ”’oodle_vs
tactic was to prevent .others fram pegging off farms on good land by always
cla:um.ng that he was reserv1ng tne land for-his. ;uncles and cousins' o

QTN One can also scarcelv re51st tho soecu] ation: that so*re of the con- -
fusion that arose as:a result .of overlapping and overpegging of -famms and
‘mining claims was the result of any land grabhers. do:.ng all their oegglng
from the comparative canfort - of their homes or town hotels- ‘on, utterly unre-,.
li2ble ‘maps “and' diagrams supplled by:those who had actually gone out in the
veld to:.peg Off their land,-that is that pegging was in such cases a matter
wof imaginative guessrwork., This seems to have been the case, for exaxrple,,.-;ﬂ )
in theyAnglican- Bishop of Mashonaland's “farms® at Murahwa's and Nyabadza s
kraals,in:the-Umtali dlstrlct since neither the Civil Commissioner. there nor
the Bishop's:-awn representative in Umtali, Douglas Peliey,. could say for .
certain where either of the two kraals. were.81 The sketch plans furnlshed
by the Bishop,said the Umtali. land. surveyor, were u_terly useless since they
relded. ’smply on the name Of a native Induna - chengeable at pleasure - instead
of stat:.ng a distance and- dlrectlon from sare knowrn 1nt° SRR

T

| . Another sn.gmf:.cant result of the fact that the early ]a d grabbers '
- weré free-to, and in fact .did, peg anywhere they pleesed {pxovided it was off
. the Gold Belt and three miles: fram the centre of any munJ.c:Lpal conmonage)
FP was" that people pegged on natlve occupled land. - In fact the lact that . =7
? natives were settled on a partlcular piece 'of gromd was taken as good evi-‘
- dence’ - which in. fact it was = that the land in quf*stlon was gocd land. for
E‘ cboth agricultural and graz:.ng purposes. . The 1and grabbers were also ajdee
< in this by the  fact that in the early days the Surveyor. General .,pec.w_f""
instructed Government land surveyors that ."no: natlve locatlor\s neéd. be
. reserved,as such...'83 Congequently, in the absence Of any sevious Te~ .
oz -gtrictions on- their: ‘activities, the early land abbers Sloai g pagcad off, famms -
. onvland that was thickly populated by Africans.. 4 And, ‘as. has alre béer
S stated above, ‘the Afrlcans —rlghts to the same: land 'wc_':e of iiktle or no'

vantages, both 1mned1atelv and in. prosnect.” A. fa“'m w:.th a la:_ce natlv b
mopulation provrded the farmer Wlth a cood opnortumty to practlse ”Kaffl

} for levying a monetary rental from the Afrlcans. ) Thﬁ s, or ¥ course', enabled
therlandonmer to make sare money from land wh:.ch wozgld oth_en not: bring:
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and the landholder could keep hlS land as “he had pegged lt. :

= j(J -

also provided himself w1th a ready~made local labour forceas ; althoughthls |
was. largely in prospect since there was no farming worth-the name in ‘the early

" years’ of the’ occupation. It is- these factors which explaln why most" farmers

. like L. Meredith'and one Benriett pegged their farms right-in the middle of :
' ’V!ar@vende s’ comtry = Nhowe = close to -the villages of Mangwende himself

and his kinsmen Mucherrwa, Derere and Gats:. ' ek
Once - ‘the" 1n1t1al hazards of actually 1ocating and pegging off ‘a: fa.rm87

had ‘been successfully overcame, the land’ grabber took his next important step.

The exact procedure to be followed was laid down by the Company. - The: "

"applicant, on lodging his application, had also to submit (i) a sketch showmg'

‘the land applied for; -(ii) proof that he was ‘'possessed of suffieient stock

.&c for'bona fide farming, ‘and if not, whether they have.the means.for -

obtaming it'; 83 and (iii) three recommendations from the three most .

" important.- c1v11 officials in'their district, namelyy ‘the” M:Lning and the -

Native Comm:.ss:.oners and the Civil Conmissioner and Resident. Wlagistrate. 89

If these conditions were satisfactorily ret, the farmer would thefi: be: issued

with his “"Certificate of Right" (or Permit of occupation)- actually to take :.

physmal possession-of his farm. The “"Certificate of Right® would therefore

- only-be issued on bona- fide prcomise of beneficial and personal octupation;.-:

and farms pegged off and occupied on these certificates could be’ enregistered '

1n the local Civil- Commlss:Loner s books. But this did not™ifn arfy way:

'impose upen the B.S.A.Co. the duties Of sentry-over-the fam'90. It
merely served 'as reference or ev:Ldence in controversies &c*. that- might
arise 'owing to .any overpegging or occu ation of the ground, either’ before or
‘after the enregistration of any. farm'.9 The duty of sentry over-farms was
—the respons1bility of the landowners themselves and the Administration, m S

- some cases, -had no sympathy at: all with' those who failed to benefic1a11y
A and personally oCcCcupy their farms . . .

o Only when all the requirements stated above had been satisfactorily
met, and the- land beneficially occupied for six months, couild the 1and- -

holder apply for. the issue of "Prov1s1onal title" to hlS 1and.93

~ To get good title to their 1ards' 94 farmers had o further comply
with' yet another set of requirements. The procedure here was “that “the 1and
‘to: which ‘final ‘title deed was sought should first be J.nspected and reported
~on’+ as to the work done and improvements made ‘= by an official of the -
Admnistration - either the local Civil or Native Commissioner or mermber - . :
- of the B.S.A. Police, or most preferably, an: -officer from the Surveyor General's |

- office. “This had to be done béfore f:mal title could be issued. :* But:

despite the fact that it was at ‘the request of landholders- themse1Ves that
inspection and/or survey of land were made, such :mspections Or survays; -

" and indeed land surveyors themsélves; were urpopular. = - This was particularly so

in ‘those cases where landowners had overpegged and knew that inspection:and

- survey of their property meant loss of the excess-atrea as well as the:payment

.of survey fees. - In such cases the landowners resorted to tactics- which ranged
- frém: sinmple refusal to pay survey fees95 to instructing surveyors 'so to
““cut off any excess- as to make it valueless -6 anyone’ else' ,96 to disappearr

- ance” fram home ‘for same:-other place on 'no-very important business... *97.
hopmg, of course, that the’ surveyor would go away and: perhaps never return

on' receipt, however, of a favourable mspection report, the Surveyor

_General issued the farmer or landowner with his-Final Title." The:faxmer::
‘ t;‘vin the original grant; which was itself a kind of prov1s:|.ona1§t1tle*0

for -




cancellatlon, as the new Title Deed with a’'diagram of the: land replaced the
original grant.® In those cases where notarial transfer of the originali;=: .-
vletters of grant had been effected, however, -such notarial transfer docmrent "
‘had td-be submitted to the Surveyor General's. off:.u.ce.9 - Moreover, recéipts. .
relatmg to. quitrent for all the years: datlng ‘from.when the . grant was made- .
had also-to be concurrently submitted with the original or: document of notar1al
transfer of-original grant. Any laZowner who had evaded paynent had to be
-made to pay. up ‘the balance due before he could.get the Final Title Deed o
from the-Administration. . No éxcuses were allowed in this matter -as the public
.had been notified that quitrent could be paid. to any Civil Commissioner if- it~
was.convenient to the' landowner to -do so, if he happened to be away from his
sown- Civil Commissioner at the tJme qultrents fell due, i.e,:in the begn.nnlng
ofeachyear99 S N I _ .

, But as-much of the land in. Rhodesra was held on very 1nformal ‘tltles ’
not many -pecple bothered to obtain Final Title.” AS the Surveyor General,
Orpen, ‘observed in- 1897, once’ many “landholders had had their pronertles
surveyed “and had: ccmplled with all the legal reduirements as to- publlcatlon
of-notice and calling for .objection, -like calling banns™. 100 they ‘considered
‘that they had acquired 'perfect securlty or quite suff:Lc:Lent security against
. Government- and individuals’, and could ‘'wait as. long as they olease/d/ before

they trouble/d/ about obta:Lnlng Final Tltle . S

It is th:Ls 1nd1fference to obtain Flnal Title Deed to land together _
with’ the Company's insistence upon the strict observance of all. the requlre-
ments: for .the.obtaining of such title - espec;Lally the . stlpulatlons as regards
the 1nspect10n of land: and report thereon; as weii as the payment of ‘Survey:
fees - which explains- why land registers were mconplete and unreliable, and
why thé land question in the first decade of the Occupation was so confused
as well as confusing. thtle did Civil Commissioners-and. other. offlclals L
realize that this was basically the cause of the confusion over the land. owner-—
ship. and tenure against which they' thundered. It sinply was not worth’ the-
‘trouble to the ‘landowner to obtain final ‘title to his land -~ in fact,’ given
the circumstances of the time,.it was.a needlessly costly business; : hence the
 lanidoviners reluctance as well as indi rference over: the nroper reglstratlon of
the:Lr land w:.th the authorlu,es. i : . S 0

The confus:.on that arose from all th:Ls was w:.desuread and the bane of

good adminlstratlon, hence civil officials’ calls for the carpilation of .. »
-camplete and thorough up-to-date -registers of ‘all’ farms and other land al:Lenated :

in thelr ‘districts with statements of the terms and conditions. of -each qrant.,

Thus.-in 1892-the Civil Commissicner of Umtali called for a _register -of the .
. fams in’ his’ district in order, as he put it, to put an énd. to 'the very. great
confus:Lon «s. -in this district in regard to the pegging of Farms'.l0l." Out

0t of: nmety—seven farms recorded in his office, the: Commissioner oontlnued,

_ only thlrty-seven had been surveyed,; and yet applications were still pourlng
02- Moreover, and what was even more disquieting for the future, in some
instances pecple had registered and occupied- farms and built on. them, only
to find later that: their’ ground did not extend to where they had’ imagm ed. . it
did: 103 . Although 6f course-all such persons tock all “the risks of oceupying
land prior to thorcugh. accurate survey, ‘yet it.was perfectly- obvious. thi& Admin~
istration might, if this process was: not checked, in future find ‘itsel: :',hlaving
to pay heavy campensation for “mprovements"‘«made on land which én accurate :
survey turned out to be outs:.de the boundaries of the landowner s orlgmél
grant.- e A ;L o . e

i In 1895 the ClVll Comnu.ssmner of Vlctorla also called for a comprehen- '
s:.ve reg:l.ster of -all the farms in‘his dJ.strlct. 'r‘hls was necessary, he ‘said,



in order to enable -the State to take in, in the form of quitrents, the
hundreds of pounds a year' due to it as land revenue whlch, however,- was_.. .
not’ being collected sinply because no. proper qu:.trent registers-were kept. '.,i'.
The custom, said:the Commissioner, was 'to receive a quitrent when it is.
-.offered but otherwise not to-do anything. about collectiry quitrents: . that .
Cdue'. 104 Thi's Was 'so because Civil Commissioners' lacked. J.nstructlons, ;
'about who to collect from & what amount to collect fram each farm'.105.
. Such’ rng.sters of persons to whom certificates of rlght to peg and. occupy
.fams. had been’granted became even more necessary after the 1896/97 ...
uprisings, as the war had 'to same extent been an excuse for the non-~ - . .-
fulfllment of the conditions /of occupatlon/ 1,106 and it was now deemed tJme
that the farms were 1nspected and . reported on so as_to determlne' "how far.-
the conditions of. grant have been complied with' ,107 and whether ‘the tJ.me .,
~in which ‘to.occupy and improve' should be extended or not, .and. generallv 10
to enable the  Administration to decide-on how to deal with; the whole issue.”
. This' was -all :the more urgent because, said thet€ivil Conmssmner, ,V:Lctorla,
Many persons who had held these grants have left the/se/ territories and -
others have neglected their farms without any regard to the cond_rtJ.ons of

. such. grant/ s/

- But although reglsters were made by some C1v11 Cormm.ss:.oners, the land
position still continued to be chactic as info*matlon on farms, pedded and
.surveyed or unsurveyed, as well as open land was still very incomplete.l10.
Famys- therefore still; remalned largely unoccupied; the Administratioh con- .
tinued to ‘'suffer a’ loss of revenue, while the country generally suffered froem
agricultural stagnation, and officials continued to fulminate inpotently -
. against the lack of progress in farming. 111 ' Thus in the Victoria district
.there were, according to- the Civil Comm:.ssroner in 1898, 'not more than ‘three
"bona fide farmers .+, and these are poverty sticken men who can accomplish
but little'.112 - on the seventy-three surveyed farms in the district there

were only three resident owners, but these w efg practlcally transport .

‘riders and traders rather than cultivators'. “In the Umtali district of °
224 famms in" 1895 only two were occupied, while in Hartley of 21 farms negged

" between 1891 ‘anid 1896, only three appeared to have been -orked.114 Similar

statistics exist' for the other farming districts of Mashonaland. - - Matabele-
land fared no better.11> fThis, as has been pointed out bv Palmer 1 .was. the
. beginning of absentee 1andlordlsm in Rhodesia. . .

Both the Adminlstration and the fanners were f\.ﬂ.ly -aware of the cause
- of the cowntry's agricultural malady, namely the severelack of capitalll6 and

~_agricultural equipment, which was accentuated by the natural dlsasters that -

befell the fledgling Colony in its. infancy - the rinderpest (pre-1896) and

. the East Coast Fever (1903-04) which decimated the cattle.ll? fThe torpid

~ doldrums into which Fhodesian agriculture had sunk during the years before .
‘the agricultural upsurge of 1904 is perhaps best summed up by Edward James

L Lawlor, Actmg Civrl Comu.ssroner, V1ctoria, J.n 1903 who wrote° :

' Many of -the farmers are,: it 48 true, ‘in very poor Coadt
.. circutstances, and are unable through lack of means, to . __' '
" cperate-on a large scale, but I cannot help thinking. that -
", in'some ‘instances - the small, amount of p"ogress made: is a RN
'-.largely attributable. to want of energy. . Farmers who- owned
. cattlé'were attracted by the apparent advantages .to be ga.m—
""", ed by Trarsport riding, -& preferred earming money. qulckly o
in that manner to the slower but more certain method of .-
.. . Working their Farms. Now that they have been ob11ged -
. through loss/of cattle, /through East .Coast Fever, Y/ to return
ko their Famms and.devote their enerties’to: Farming: matters,
I consider that they will be able <"if industricus — tor- .~ .-
ride over the present depression w1thout Government assrst— a
ance.llB , .
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By thlS t:lme however, “thé fundamental reu-thmk by t‘ne Company ‘of. its
polic:Les and- pnoritles was almost complete.- ‘The result’ of this re-think.
was that farmlng ceased -to take:second place to (gold) mm:.ng ‘and becare a
major state concern. - This was the beginning of- scientific-and commercial
capitallst’agrlculture in Rhodesia, and the alienation- of land’ began: 'to’ be
very much’ more ‘tightly coritrolled and to be made on sounder topographlcal

‘knowledge. Th:|.s was a s:Lgnlf:Lcant break w:Lth the glddy years of Dr Jameson.

g 1s abundantly clear from the source materlal that the allenation ‘
of land in the early years. of Canpany *ule was a- hazardous and’ haphazard S
business. "+ There was no systematic location of farms or blocks of landon -
a partlcular soil type ~ indeed the opposite was the" case, and’ farms were
located lndiscr:umnately on any soil type-or mixture of soil types. o
Conscious’ avo:.dance of - peggmg on "the granite® is very much a-post=1900 *
phenoxhenon. -+ The present pattern of land cwnership whereby practlcally all
the ‘good: productlve land is-in white hands, while ‘the Africans® land 1s o
basically sandy veldt, poor and unproductive, is largely the result of °
QOSt“lQOO policies, espec1a11y the formal delimitation of the Reserves in h

land.

""1914/15 and in 1930, and the enforced ev:.ct;\.on of Afrlcans from wh:n.tehowned
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Magistrate and Civil Commlss1oner, Victoria, 16 Jan. 18963 and 1b1d -F, W Inskrm
to Civil’ Comn1ss1oner, Victoria, -9 July 1891 - : SRR
31 Seé L2/3/1, Notes of a ‘meeting between members of Enkeldoorn Farmers -
' Assoc1at10n\deputatlon and Slr lhomas Scanlen, J. ﬂ. Orpen, and P S, Insklpp, ot
June 1899. .- : . vl
© 32, ‘See A3/15/1/1 (fOllO 226) D Llndsay, Secretary, Comner01al Branch of the
B.S.A. Company; to Secy, Department of the" Admlnlstrator, 23 May 4913, Lo
33, L2/3/18, P, Insklpp to Dlrector of - Land -Settlement, 3 Hay 1841, and i
‘ibid, Dlrector ‘of Land" Settlement to London Board (ox B. S A.Co.), ?draft) '
telegram, 28" April 1911 SR : e
‘34,  Seé” L2/4 5, J% Vlntcent Actlng Admlnlstrator, to H Sawerthal, (Surveyor-;
Generalo) December 1895." ‘
350 See 12/4/15, H, Moodie,” Charter, to Land Surveyor, 23. Jan. 1893 (re one-
Kotzee s application for a farm £or his son) and minute by Sawerthal n.d.,p~
ibid, “Percy S, Inskipp to L.J. Macfarlane, 31 Jan. 1895, R
%64 L2/4/5 & Thonas Tgnatius. Ferrelra, Act. Field Kcrnet, Charter, Yo - ? :
Surveyor—General, 26_Bec, 1895; and ibid, Ferreira to Duncan,' 26: Feb."1896.
- 37.. See for 1nstance DV2/1/2 (p 164) .C.W. Cary, Civil Commr, Vlctorla, to ’
‘Director of Land Settlement Confldentlal 43 Octa 1913, 7 ini i SRR e
.38, DV2/%/2 (p 61) - C.W, Cary, Crv1l Conmr, Victoria, to JJlrector ‘of: Land
' Settlement, Confldentlal 18 September 1913. Very few of the Brltlsh appllcants,
however, were "turned dotm for-- 1az1ness."_ ' NP
39, . Ibid. Cary, Civil Comnr, Vlctorla, to Dlrectdr of Land Settlement,:,
Confldentlal, 27 Octs 1913, ° | -
" 40, " Idem, See further, ibid, Cary, Vlctorla, to T, D. Jl‘e, Dlrector of Land
Settlement Confidential, 3 Sept 1913, and ibid, Cary to6 Director. of Land:-
Settlement, Confldentlal, 13 Oct. 1913. " Although the Civil Commr- palnts Egan
and Buskney in ‘very black colours, -yet the two men seem %o have’ done'- -some. -7
cons1derab1e work on the farm they already owned. - A report on their farm .° * ‘
revealed that although the brick house'and huts on the. farm were inia’ shocklng
condltlon, they ran 147 head of cattle (1nclud1ng calves) on ity had:planted-
a total of 8% frult trees, and had put some 20-5.acres of land under cultimation:
‘although this" was largely the work of a 'Dutch' family they allowed to squat.on :
the farm and with whom they Bhared the cropss in equal halves - see DV3/9/3, N S.J.
Mansergh to’ Actlng Dlstrlct Superlntendent B S A Pollce, Vlcgorla, 17 Nov. g
1913. geryer 0
41 L2/4/12 WJH, Longden, C1v1m Commr, Nelsetter, to Surveyor-General 9.
April 1898, : e
‘42, DV3/12/1, 01v11 Comm1ss1oner, Victoria, 'Reglster of Names of Appllcants
for farms' - Comments by Surveyor-General, 31- Jan., 28 May and 13 .Dec. 1897
43 L2/4/13, Go McTulloch, Government Representatlve, ‘Enkeldoorn, $0° i . -
Surveyor-General, 28 Feb. 1898 and” L2/4/12 Longden, Civil Commer, Melsetter,
"t Surveyor-General ‘9 'Apr, 1898, - R e . i 7
,,44.‘ L2/4/20, . h. Insklpp to Under Secretary, 9 Sept. 1898. J'f;’ D
45., Idem, s S
464 . L2/4/8,”A ﬁawley, Deputy Admlnlstrator, Bulawayo, 40" Actln* Admlnlstrator,
Sallsbury, 29 Jan. 4898. ‘ , R L
47, I8eme ™’ < - ' SR o N ' L
48, Ibids,- mlnute by 1, Sawerthal Act. Ass. Surveyor-Gen,, " Mar,1898. s
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Phnute,‘ ?"Sept 1903), some farms, admlttedly only a féw, were grantedfo
"Gold- beltﬂr- see for 1nstanCem L2/3/61 Sawerthal to Surveyor-Geheral””G-Apri
1894. T ) _ NN
51 - See oenerally L4/4/1‘;u§ Land In;pectron Reports. BRI :-P”f‘ jwyﬁ”i;s Vil
52u'L2/3/30, Hemorandum by, Sawerthal 27 Mar, . 1900. E R R
53- . Idem. - P . '
54, . Idem,. . . ! . ‘ ' : o
55+ See: for 1nstance a2/)/40, Mlnutes by H. Sawerthal and J Grlffln, Commr,
of Mines, 29 Mar, 1899 (on Ibid, Mlnlng Commr, Umtall, 'Report on Land . Appllcatlon
of Hr-Palmer', 22 Mar. 1899)- L .
56.~L2/3/41, Mlnutes by Fodo Newton, Treasuer, B, S A Company Admlnlstratlon,-;
25 Feby 3904 7 - > S
57, - See ‘For' 1nstance, L2/3/13, Longden, Clv1l Commer, Tull, to Surveyor—General,-
20 Decs:1897. : .
58+See for intarce L2/3/25, ﬂlnute by N H.S. Lee, Examiner. of Dlagrams (on ,
Espin.-& ﬁletcher, Govt Land Surveyors, Bulawayo, to Surveyor-General, 28 'Sept.:
1903), nedi. also- L2/3/26 C. B Gllflllan, Government land surveyor, o Surveyor'
General, .11 September, 1837, ’ , . : 4 . ST
59« Re Palmer, Land and Racial Domrna+1on, Ps 37. SR : '
60. 12/3/14, Veil Maglashan, ClVll Represent&tlve, Umtall, to Surveyor-General,'
22 December! 1891. - Coie _ K T i .
61, Idemo: 7 - - o & o SO
62. See 12/4/23, I A_ Spreckley, Sallsbury, to Surveyor-General 4 May 1892. e
63;3;L2/)/23/1, R.S. Fa:rbrldge to Surveyor General, 13 Nov, 1892.- i _
.64-+Venables .seems.to have been s1ngular1y unfortunate in hls pegging ventures@i
65}&,L2/3/23/1 "‘R.S, Falrbrldge to Surveyor General, 13 Nov. 1892. L
664 : ’Idemn Y . .
67, -»"Idem.
68 - Idem. - R L
69. - L2/3/23/1, R So Falrbrrdge to Surveyor General, 15 &umust 1892.-»
704 DV2/2/2 (p 446/7) 1Civil Comm.ssloner. Vlotorla, to Surveyor General,
20 Apr. 1895. R
M DV2/2/5 (p¢231), nleutenant—Colonel Ollver T, Duke, ClVll Commr, V10tor1a,
to Surveyor General, 22. Marg 1898. S . SRS CoL T oAk
72. Idemc S | . . » TR ;
T30 DV2/2/5 (p.103) Colonel Duke, ClVll Commr, Vlctorla, to Surveyor General,ﬁl
25- Jan. 1898, and DV2/2/2 (ped 46/7) ClVll Comm1ss1oner, Vlctorla, to Surveyor .
General, 20" Apro. 1895, . - . ; .
4. DV2/2/12. (p 371), Gordon M Huntly, ClVll CommlsS1oner, Vlctorla, to'ﬁ
Surveyor General; 17 March 1905,3 C - : Chuk
"B DV2/2/5 (p,23 ), Colonel Duke, ClVll Commr, Vlctorla, to Surveyor General-ﬂ
22 Mar.1898, ’ S
76."DV1/7/1, Brnest Eo‘Sharp, Surveyor General's Offlce, to ClVll Commr,
Vlotorla, 25-Mar, 1895. . .- 4 "
N DV2/2/12 (p 64), Civil. Commr, Vlctorla, to Surveyor—General, 17 Mar.1905;'
i L2/3/61, He J Plckett Govto Land Surveyor, Umtall, to Surveyor Genéra“,
7 ¥Er, 1894 : R T T T T R
79« Idem - " LT T T e e
805 - 12/4/8, Rebo Hulley, 1"Ielsetter, to Admlnlstrator, 8 .
further: L2/4/22 Correspondence i 1897 re G 0 Rothman'd rlghtﬂto a7 |
Melsetter.i— The-file DV1/12/3 on the, Moodle Trek shows that. Dunbar Moodll_wa ;
8 thorbugh ‘scoundrel. 1f not a crlmlnal., See a130 *fPalmer, Lgnghggnggyggglj 7

Dominationy : pe36e . - ' - o 4
81. L2/3/231, R.S, Falrbrldge, Govt Land Surveyor, Umtall, t0 Surveyor Gen. 12/9/1892




<, 82,4 Idem.
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83,- L2/3/231, Falrbrldge to Surveyor General, 29 August 1892, =-'3i" BN
84.. See Palmer, Land and Racial Domination, Chapter 23 and Moyana, op,citg,jlui
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85. Charles E, @1lf111an, a Government Land Surveyor in the’ Gwelo-Enkeldoorn o
area,.openly .admitted that the reason why he wanted to get control over the .

" Africans who lived on the land around the. Falrbrldge-mteo forest area which

land he was applying for in order to cxperiment with tobacco and citrus culture,
was that he wanted their iabour. Gllllllan wrote. '"This is an attempt to ﬁi B
solve my labour difficulty. There are natives 11v1ng on this land &-I want

to get control -of them. They are very destructive to the land & the BSA. Company
may as.well get something 1n return & aid me at the same time' - q.v, L2/3/28, "
: Gllflllan to Secretary, Department of Lands, 7. Aug. 1906, Gilfillan's request"..
was refused by the Government on the grounds that although the Admlnlstratlon
was prepared to. alienate land to whites for bona fide purposes “of farming ot
beneficial occupatlon it was unw1111ng to do so 'solely for the exp101tatlon
of;natives:living thereon'. - g.v. ibid. » minutes by W.J, Atherstone, 4 & 17
Septf 1906, and W.H, Milton, Admlnlstrator, 19 Sept. 1906, See also . . °
L2/4/14 . = PV, Kidwell, Secry, Lomagundl Farmers Assoc. to Dlrector of Land
Settlement, 24/7/1911.,. ' :
86: :See for instance L2/4/15, ] VIeredlth Harrydale, Mangwende" s, “to Sawerthal
20 March 1893, For reasons why missionaries, who were ‘no mean land grabers, o
were encouraged to peg on African occupled land see, Palmer, Land and Ra01al
Domination, . pp.36~T.... = .= N
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87. Although this paper almost’ exclu51vely deals with the alienation of land _:‘5

for farming purposes, it should not be forgotten that large amounts of land -
were also: belng alienated to mining claim holders for prospecting and mlnlng
'purposes, sometimes to men, esp. 'Ploneers , who already held the rights-to

peg- off:large: farms. - A mining. claim was flfty yards 1ong by 133 yards broad, -

,Consequently a man, llke the Pioneer Lawson L, By ‘Dykes, who owned thirty, flve

‘claims could possess 'a strip of ground, not necessarily in one piece 1750 yards"

long by 133 yards broad', plus the land his farming rlght(s) entitled him to.,

See DY1/1/1/2 (Lawson L.B, ) Dykes to his mother, 16 Feb, 1891, The amount of =

88. DV1/7/1, FW., Inskipp (for Surveyor General) to Civil Commr, Vlctorla,:

- 19 Nov. 1895,

894 ‘Ibid, FoW. Inskipp, to Civil Commr, Victoria, 23 Aug. 1895. A
90. DV1/7/1, FW. Inskipp (for’ Surveyor General) to ClVll Commr, Vlctorla, -
15 and 29 Jan., 1896, : ; o sl
91." - Idem. ‘ K
92, Ibld., Surveyor General to C=v1l Commr,, Vlctorla, Tolegram, 7 July 1898. i
93. .Idem, also 42/4/20, Memorandum by J.M. Orpen, Surveyor General,.21- Jan.-_
1897, These Provisional titles were provisional in the sense that they were
1ssued pendlng some future comprehens1ve survey.

94+ DV1/7/1, E. Sawerthal, to. Reatdent Magistrate, Vlctorla, 6 Septi 1895. 5tf1

95. See for instance L2/)/61, R.S, Falrbrldge, Guweloy to Duncan, 23 July 1894._:
96. L2/3/26, Gilfillan to Surveyor General, 11 Sept. 1897, )
97. L2/3/26 Gilfillan (Surveyor Camp, Central Estates, Charter) -to Surveyor
Generaly neds = All these and other tactics made the life of a surveyor.a:

most ‘difficult one - see for #nstance, L2/3/26 Giifillan (Ortons Drlft, Sebakwe”'

River, Enkeldoorn) to Surveyor General, 1 Sept. 1899; ibid, Gilfillan to" ,ift
Surveyor General, 11 Jan, 1899; and also L2/3/20, W,H. Greathead, Sallsbury,

to 8urveyor General, 9 Mar, 1900, - . A

98. -See- DV1/7/1, ‘H, Sawerthal to. ReS1dent Maglstrate, Vlctorla, 6 Sept. 1895,&{?
995 " Ideny it - i ' o 1l
100 L2/4/20, Hemorandum by surveyor General J. M, “orpent 21" Jan. 1897. R
-¥_1o1. L2/3/14, MW, Mahan, Civil Commr, Umtali, to Secy B.SsA Co.,_18 July 1892l _




102. Iden.
_103 Idem. ) ‘ )

104 DV2/2/2, F W,. Ferguson,, C1v 1 Commr, Vlctorla, to Accountant, Salisbury
29 July 1895. . ' s
105, - Idem. ' ' ‘ ' ’ :
‘j06 DV2/2/4 (p.288), Lieut-~General Oliver T. Duke, ClVll Comnr, Vlctorla, ,
%0 Surveyor General, 27 Aug. 1897. .
107. Idem. o _ _ - ‘ _
108, Tdem, . : o I RN

v

"’{l R 109! Idemg

- 110, See for instance DV2/2/5, Civil Comnr, Vlctorla, to Surveyor General,
+6 Jan. 1898; also 12/3/43, Driver, Actg N.C. Gwelo, to CNC Bulawayo, 8 July
1897. -
111. See for instance DV2/2/5, (pp 381—407) Lieut.Colonel Duke, ClVll Commr,
Victoria, Annual Report 1897-98, 22 Lpr, 1898o
112, Ibid, . oo
113. Ibid.,
'114. Palmer, Lard and Racial Domination, p.40.
‘115. See for instance 12/3/43, returns of the NCs for Belingwe, InS1za, Mangwe
«and ‘Manzanyama.
116. See for instance. S;r Thomas Scan‘en s remark: 'I never yet met. the man.
.who was willing to advance meney on farms in this country. For 1nstance, there
are thousands of pounds in Cape Town, but they wont look at it'. - L2331,
- Meeting between Enkeldoorn Farmers Deputation and Sir Thomas Scanlen, J. M."Orpen,
and P.S, Inskipp, June 1899,
. 117. See NAR, Hist,Mss q95/2 Cha*les W. R Southey, 'Remmnlscences of an Barly
, Settler in Rhodes1a‘ (1943).
118, DV2/2/1O (Po183/4}7 E.J. Lawlor,. Actlng Civil Commr, Victoria, to Secy
for -Agriculture, Confidential, 3 Octower 1903. East Coast Fever was»thus
-,-an indirect blessing to the farming industry. See also M. Elaine Lee - Politics
and Pressure Groups in &, Rhodesia, 1898 1923 (Ph.D, Thesis, University of .
.,London, 1974)9 pe28/9.v ' : '
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