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. Before discussing the effects -~ imp~vialism on culture in Africa,

it is important to establish E~‘H;kiﬂg definition of culture so that

we have a defined point of departue for, depending on one's

A : .
ideological frame of reference an:’ ° arefore espouced worldview, the

concept will mean different things to different people.

The Conc1ce DxFord chtlonarg defines culture as follows‘

1mprovement (by mzntal or physical)
‘training; intellectual develapment; .~ ).
partlcular form, 3tage of 1ntellectual
development or ciwilization.

-The definitian leaves-'us with an abstract statement that does not.take _

us very far. For insténce, who_seté the'standards used to define the

\

1 level of "intellectual development?"' Under imperiaiism, the reference

point -would be the West and the terms would be dictated by its ruling

class intellectuals. H'Se, we would k= back to the imperialisf notion
- . . R M i , - v
that people from dominating naticns «re "civilized" and "cultured",

'yhile_thoee from the dominated nations are "uncivilized" and "uneuitured";

SN

.Alfernativeiy, if'we are enlightened and from tha~dqminated»wor1d,'we

would take sides with Niakoro's assessment of the colonizers as -

savages - especially given their acts of dehumanization against the

colqhized people.

Theﬁe are other definitions that take us some distance beyendﬂqur entrampi

\

_ment with the Concice Oxford Dictionary's definition; but which still:

leave us under uﬁspeeifities; quiinstance, culture has-dften been

) ) R . r
referred to‘as~e life-long process oﬁ‘socialland intellectual formation.
emo;g indiyiduals and éruups. Leopoid—Sedar Senghor once de%ined it
as the eum:total-of a peoele'e Wey‘of life, incéluding their beliefs. P

At one point, Kwame Nkrumah described culture as the outer manifestation

of a peoplefs soul énd personality, expressed through their artistic



' ~

‘and scientific echievements; W.,E.". Du Bois wodld-have’broadly

)

shared this-view, as clearly brought out in his Souls of. Black Foik.
. R H ' - . ' . A .‘ '
Yet another definition would look up.:n culture as the totality of

socially transmitted behavioural pat'~rns, arts, beliefs and all other

AY

products of human work and thought, characteristic of a community or

nation.

Important ‘as these definitions are, ﬁhey.¥ail to euffieiently“emphasiza
--the v1tal relatlonshlp that ex1sts bruween culture, as a product of the

human labour process and the ‘economic base from which it is evolved.

In Return to ‘the Sdurce; the late Cde. AmilCa:‘Cabral]provides this
important link - so vieibly missing i the foregoing definitions - in

line with the Marxist-Leninisf ideol-gy. Cabral argues that there are

strdng, dependent and rec1procal ro 3tionships“'thaflexist between -

-

- "the cultural situation and the el mic (and political) situations in

the behaviour of human societieS">(Uﬁderlining his).

In fact, culture .'s always in the-life

of a society {(oper or closed), the more

or less conscious result of the economic

and political actlvities of that .society,
the more or less dynamic expression of the
kinds of relation-hips which prevail in that
society, on the onz hand between man
(considered indiv: dually or collectlvely)
and nature, and, =n the other hand, amdng
1nd1v1duale, groupns of 1nd1v1duals, soc1al

strata ar classes.
!

‘Thue, cultu£e<i5 created.as Rgméh beinds felate to~one_anotheeAin éhe
process D%_pfnducfion, as ;hEy-respoud to their materiai Werd:to
nrodide themselve5'with essential and otnerrneeds of life; ae ;ney
'respond to the natural world to. 1mprxve thelr habltat and as they apply
their intellect and lmaglnatlon to cr“ate the non—materlal world of
ideas.~i.To engage in‘production is, therefore, not only to ineVé}ably'

engage in cultural action, but to engage in concrete historical action,

’




As Cabral -rightly argues:

Whatever may be the ideological or idealistic
characteristics of cultural expression, culture
"is an essential slarznt of the history of a )
people. Culture i:, perhaps, the product of
this history. just e-. the flower is the product
of a plant.. _Like hi story, or because .of
history, culture has as its material base the‘
level of the- productive forces and the mode
of production. Cultura plunges its roots into
the physical xeality of the environmental humus ' -
in which it develops, and it reflects theorganic
nature of the scciciy,~which may be more or less.
influenced by externzl factors. History allows
us to know the nature and extent of theimbalances.
and conflicts (econrwlc, political and social)
which characterize the evolution of a society;

- culture allows us to know the dynamic syntheses
which have been' developed and established by social
conscience ta resolve these conflicts at each stage
of its evolutlon, in search ‘for survival and
progress 4

- —

“The key points that ﬁust bé.éra;ped here are'(f) that culture isian
 essential element of‘the histczy‘of.afpeoplé: (2) that culture has as
vits material base ‘the levél of productive forces énd*the moda'bf:
produéﬁion and.(3) 'that culture is vital in a people's search for

- survival and prog;ess; Wha£ Cde. Cabral is, in essence, ééyiqg,ié tﬁat
culture and its sérViding ins£i£Utions constitute. a very so;id-pblitical
] theme, .Théy‘reflecf tﬁe gatﬁre‘o% the economic base of Wh;ch they are

a concomitanf’part; along Qith the other institutions that belong to

tHé suEeéstructu:e that supports. this ba;e and eansequently, the ﬁature 3

_ 7 _
of a .given society's class struggle.

~

Theré>arebtw0 broadxdétegﬁries of cU%turé; méterial pultﬁre.and non;
'materialnéulture; The fo#me%'is manifested through concrefe,léangiblg
.dbjécts; while the\later is_rcfleeted and commuh%catéd throuéh ideas..
By matefial culture objecfé wﬂ mean'such human téoié ana uti}ities like

>,houses,. beds, ghairs; cookin:; Qts, clod hc 3y ma::hi:n;es,atc,“ :By‘non—

A mateﬁial cultﬁrelwé maaﬁ ideas, norms, beliefs,.philosophiés,.iéeologieé

.'etc., which come into being as people reflect upon their material and
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natural worlds. Both aspects of culture, then,. are brought into exis-

3

tence as human beings wrestle with their énvironment, in an“attempt to -

harness 1ts forces and in turn mould tben so as to prov1de themselves:

w1th at 1east the three bas1c recess1tres 1n llfe. food, cloth;ng and

shelter._ The nonfmaterial cuLtural_expre531on is the attempt by theal

human 1nte11ect, 1mag1natlon and feellng to fulfil the blologlcal “human

- 1

needsto comprehend the world.” Thls 1nvoluntary des1re to understand the
. S ; o : -~
: env1ronment, through masterlng it,»ensures that'human.belngs live without -

the klnd of - fear that leads to dependance on superstition,'mystery'and
. maglc, pressurlzlng peopleAto pass a vote of no confidence in their
human capabilities. 5The'searqh~1eads.to~theftwin—need of'naming”whagfis'

-
BN

*.in the enviromment ... exploring life ;.{'sounding the depths of\existence'
and in'so doing, exploding'the’awkward'silences that;foften freeze positive’

actlon in people., It‘iS'in’this manner that fields of knowIedge;are carved .

out: Sclence Hlstory, ther ure,ATechnology; Law, Architecture.and so on.

T~

There are two maJor functlons that materlal and non—materlal culture can be

*,dlrected towards.

Flrstly, r.ey can be dlrected towards the solutlon of human L

~

"problems, self—reallzatlon ard the fulfllment of: soc1eta1 needs.

“In othet words

they can be. used for practlc”*, utllltarlan

and-soclal'purPOSes; Seedndfy, they -

can be dlrected towards negqt;ve ends, for the purposes of showy, pomEpus

. d1splay of objects and 1deas, as a means of paradlng wealth and 1m2031ng

1Apower. In other words, they wan | be used for destructlve wasteful and

~

ant1 soc1al purposes.l UtlllL r1an, pro—people culturé: can be llberatlng o e
oo . T T : ’
and fulfllllng. Show[paradc, antl—people culture - on the other hand, -

L

can be_decadentgtsuffocating; oppressive and enslaving towards:the'oppressedl -

- . . Pl - . - - -

*Genere};y speaking, show/parade culture in Africa is to be found amdngaf
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the members of the ruling-class, espacially those representing social

- . N . ~¢ . . . .

strata such as the,foreién‘bourgeoisre, the comprador bourgeoisie, ‘as

well as. sections of the reactlonary pﬂtty bourgeoisie.. These social

group;,as a rule/’exhlblt obnoxious consummerlst attitudes and adopt S

extravagant styles'of ILV1ng, dne351n3; eatlng etc., Just to show off
4 . 7

.

their money—power. They 11ve under nhnox1ous affluence, often feedlng

their cats and dogs’ w1th beef and lk wh11e the poor 11ve in a cultural

>

- environment that. is stinking withfpoVerty,vcr;me, v1olence,.hunger,

malnutrition and disease, Many of us could; I am sure, produce example.

upon example of the kinds of show/parade culture "exhibitions" that we
0 : T M T St :
witness everyday in our midst. TFor. example, some members of the ruling
S . _‘:,‘. > C o
class will, -in reaLbourgeoiﬁetaste,jsgend thousands of'aollars;-Kwachas

na{rae,hshiilings:;.'on«ﬁinners.and;cpektailépartiee,‘jnet-to.ehow_that
they”ean-ontdo pneeof their kind'in‘sPenaanglmoney.. At_these:eochtaii
parties,vthe hourgeo{eie wiil work their nerves to ekhaustion, diSPiaying
) plastlc' smlles to people they probably abhor, or exehanglng petty g0331p

on the ldlocy of the1r<house eervants and malds,'but mostly, boastlng

o

to«eaehnother,about'their:most recent,wealth,acqulsxtlons. -

When members of these elasses give dlnner, they 1ook upon it as an occasion.

) — . -

for the dlsplayal of wealth The dlnner table is. 11ke1y to be "decoratedﬁ-

- with a line of ﬁllyer knives to thelright} matehed‘by a similar’ line of

o

forks to the 1efé,and‘aeeompanied}hyfanarray;ofldrinﬁing glaases .. for beer?
: water, wine'and:liqneur ——j;eguipmentﬂthat muet;be‘nsed atAthe.correct,trme,
-in epecifieo, affected'mannerisme,'such asfan accepteq etyle'forvsipprng’
',quueurl 6ne_"viliage" nother onee.describedhon,confueed and terrorized
;she*had once felt at.her;son'S“table:nhenAconfronted'with alf.thia

intimidating "equipment," mcant as . - O .

- ~
)



exhibition of weaith,;_‘InStead of.relaxing‘and'enjoying'the meal{
othe poor‘peasant'woman hadAsoent:most of .her time~under confusion.
-and embarrassment,-not knouing what instrument to use‘and‘at what
'.stagelto use itt~. bhe'was'mESmerized by the gold,\silver and crystalf

' Others of these men and‘wdmen of consummerist imperialist culture will-
‘faCQUmulate hcuses all over the“country'dfﬂtheir residence, just to show
how wealthy they are. - Thsy‘wiil own several hote;piike-castles and

'-ﬂmammoth_mansions,fchristeningrfhem}severafly;as "city homes","country _-:'

_homesﬁ,~fuaoational homesd andiﬂbat-bave you. ‘fAl;~tbese,.on.top of-

-ubat the& rent'out forborofits }E‘Thebhomes'wiil be turnrsbed so

extravangantly that the awe they create w1ll make a ooor VlSltor afrald

/to step on the carpets,.or to alt on tbe forblddlng ubbblstery oouerlng
) :

\_:i\ the chalrs. Yet otbers will turn cars 1nto obJects-of worshlp, hav1ng

f_.categorles of them in the home.... the "pleasure rlde" type, the _ ’__

spec1al occa51on" type, the: safarl type and the "shopplng basket"

—

A lady‘from this sooial‘class'once rnv1ted me tonhave a]ook at. her -

"llttle toy“ and so. I stood up from the 51tt1ng Toom and walked to the
bedroom, ready to obllge, buv wonderlng why a Full grown woman should
i ;ndulge ln'a‘chlldllke hablt such as fu531ng over a toy; She led me

out of the house, opened a garage that had an automatlc door, announc1ng.

"Here is the l;ttle pet '.Irn't she. beautlful?" There stood a smashlng
- v .

BMW, in cool- lagoon blue Dlsgusted by the gloatlng language, but not

wantlng to be called sour. grﬂpes, 1 51mply asked, “Why do you call a car

W
v

-a toy, a pet?" ’"Uh, sweetheart", came. the coolng VOlCE, "I only use: lt

‘when I am. feellng 1dle U could have\thrown up..
T A

These klnd of people often constltute the been-to types, who - consume-

imported goods,only‘and "no local products, please ! " Every year, theyT
N - e U R -
Spend bags of‘ money on shopm‘- épre'e.s abroad,~especially when thay

Ay
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have an occasion such as a wedding in the family. ~ They have been

known to send their brides-to- be, accompanied by a row of "maids" and
"flower girls", to spend day~ :r weeks in expensive hotels while shoppihg

for wgdding outfits in imparia?iét metropolitans such as London, New

York and Paris, having left o utiques in their own countries.

—

At othex ;gvela suchAas>dre$5,.appeérance and'persdng;ity thé cohsumption
of Pimpérted" shoﬁ(garade cul “ure in ﬁeo—colbnial,sitﬁations can éss;ﬁe
ridiculoué‘dimensions. o1 ar sure £hat'many of us have seen thess
cartoons.waiking our streetstiﬁ open daylight, engagea'in all.maﬁner:of
~baffoonery, inclﬁding:' bakir~ themselves-in thfse piece suits undér
fempératﬁrgs‘ﬁf,uﬁ fo'hiﬁeﬁy ﬂsgreés plus} roasting thein~héadé-with '
hair éfraighteqiégfchemicalsf weéring Qigs of straight red hair on

' Kfricqn heads and doing-wany éther foolish £hings.v' One of thése Af;ican
petty bourgeoisie carfiers.of.expensiva synthet%é Féir‘qqce asked hé,
in New-Yor&, why‘I did not do something’"more/inte;eéting".with W& hair
instead bwaéaring braids, afros and "hats" (meaning.the African'head

gea}) : .Sqmething‘ﬁmo#e intsfesting" proved to. mean the perming of -

-hair, hot comb stréightening and the wearing of straight hair wigs.
‘What could I say, beyond feeling utterly contemptuous of her notion of

something "more interesting ! "

~Pitted against this_culﬁurai qrld of extravagance, consummerism ana

' inauthenticity,‘is.thé cyltyrul Qd;ld gf'utilitarian culture; mainly
-consumed by the prégressiveiintalligéntsia; workers anﬁ ﬁeasants. kbnly,
under\neo—qolonial sitdatiqns in‘Africa, thé cultﬁre that the masseé
consume cannot even be déscri%éd as‘gjﬁlitérian,'for, mosﬁlaf ;hgm live
‘underAabsolute dépri&atign.  Their cﬁltural existence-operétes'at the
very .margin of bare sufviyal." Mény'ﬁﬁ them livemiﬁ Qox houses, in tiny

—_—~

rooms, and hovels to be found in the sprawling slums of our neoecoldnial

- - - . '
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cities, Others have no homes”at all and_live in the~6pen“eir,'under
-all kindeef cruel weatherfconditione.“,\These deprived poor are

usually born. and bred in a socio-econo-political environment .(and there-
ored 1 eros sppiytica. ' ‘ v

fdre‘eultural environnent) full of drunkenneES, yiblence and crime - .- -
"experiences‘that°will certainly negate'their positive growth as normal
human’beings. Dthers are in the rural ‘areas where they llve in seml-deserts

V;tlny huts {often sleeplng 51de by. side with- goats, sheep and hens) that:
,serye.as bedrooms,-dlnlngroomS) 51tt1ngroops and kitchens. They are -

.seriouslyrthreetened'By diseeee; mainatrition and‘even starvatien.> W1th
¢ '/‘

,‘death dally starlng them in the face as they struggle to be, these people

know a culture of suffocatlon. e RS -
"Given the -above observations, it is unanalytical, unsciéntific and a

,seriOUS'generalization to speék'of:l‘ﬁfrican culture, Zambian'culture,

,-ngerlan culture and 'so-on, leaving: the metter<et thét; . We nustfgo

v~beyond these popullst frontlers and spec1fy the class partlcularlty of
the.cultural-experlence;that:we are. speaklng of, thus glv1ng it an economlc_

o base which cbneenuentlyfdefines:its practlcal real;tya We_must,~further..
M¢ove beyend a definition that merely reduces ‘culture to‘éucn.éxpressions

"as dancing, singing, perforhing'aerobetics,4wearing dashiﬁis, decoréting

) oureelves with-beads etc.ﬂ_ For, 1mportant as these expre551ons may be

’ ' ' 3
(as aspects of decoratlve culture), alOnB they do not constltute culture.

P

They~arefonly”1ts mgﬂlfestations,as opposed to being—its'essence. -_More: o
. . . o " . : \:- ) ."v . ° - N . © T

—

- than this, we hustnrlSe.abuve'tne'kind'of derogatory cbneeptions_that,
would define AfrreanAcultureies a'return,to.the;erdel wayfand_view'qf_:u

ﬁlife,’where;‘Tor‘inetance,'women”andﬂchildren are assumed to be inferior
6 grown males and treated as subeeruientﬁminors,‘relegetea to the:perip=
“hery of nlstorical aetion. Eiving'culturels nlace-is nottinAa~"museumf,

‘but at the cehtrelofAhistori;El event55:feeqlng-them'With dynamism'and



“ new inteipretéjions of life, “Within the context of "museum" culture,
7 * - :

B -

‘so-called bogus "African culturalists" will go to such extremes as to
reduce éultqie fo the ability on the -purt of the. male to acquire a
‘collection of "wives" and.to fafher children left, right and centre,

without assuming parental responsibili’y over them. There are even -
those who will argue that unpunctuality and the inability to-organize

themselves so as to work in a disciplied manner are part of their

A"Africah culture." This is not only a bastardization of culture, but
, , ' — ' Co - ' _ :
the kind of self-denigration that should be treated with the contempt it

N

deserves,. ' -

- . . 1

N

i

We reiterate the point that in a neo-colonial situation where the various

socio-economic classes stand in contradiction with and opposition to one

)

another, mémbe;s from different classc: consume vexry different cultures.

'

. ~ . . .. R 1 . R
" We are arguing that in a clifs-society culture cannot be homogeneous.

For instance, the commercial farmer consumes a very different culture

-

from the ﬁeasanfwfarme;, or the workers on.his/her'farm. The worker,

lives in a dog houée,'While the farmer occupies a many-roomed bungalow.

The governmenb m{nistef definitely consumes a very'aiffereht culture from

' -

that of his/her driver. The university professors' cultural world is
'certéihly very faxr rémoved'f:om that of the worker who_tleans.the 
corridors of academia ...." and so one quld go on. Although these peopls

‘may work for the same institution,live in the same country and even share
/ . . - . . N

a common raciaifo:igin,’their economic base is not the ‘same., It is that
factor ‘that defines their social and tultural status.

The challenge, then, is for us not-to rbmanticizé cultural experiences

as if they'could'be'infopmed by a uniFarmieXperiance between members of:

—

antagonistic social classes, Culturc is dofined by realities that

transcend tﬁé cqmmdnality of geographical frontiers, the sharing—of a



TCultureé-and their institutiens. ~B9:deing fhis, impetiélism aime et

=10 -

&

._donmon'language and even the bonds of kinship blcod; To establish ‘this -~

. fact, it would have been useful to do a detailed analysis of the euitural

blends that are consumed by the various classes oﬁ.neo;colonial:Afriee,

but the scope of.tnis paper does not allow‘fhis, We shall focus upon -

the two major expressions of. culture, which,;broadiy speaking,.stend in_

antaaoniem'to one another'under'imperialist.dominatien, namely: the
s : PEL { ! _ r

_culture .of ecgno-palitical power, oppression and domination on’ the one

— . h . B P . -

—

“hand and that of ;esistanee'against impoverishment, waged by the masses

- -against exnloiters;fin an asttempt to eehieve-liBEraﬁion;end self-asBer--

o tion; 'However,;beforeue~eef5blish fhe‘focus on‘these.two ‘types of

culture, 1t is 1mp0rtant that.we examlne the 1nst1tut10ns through whlch

culture is preservedJ transm1 ed and re-lnforced in order to understand

" how imperialism manipulates thqge.so as to mairtain cultural and economic

‘deminatien over.Africa.q~‘The'key of these instixutions axe‘Educetion,V

.

“A(fnco:po;ating tne Afte, thelscienEes,:the Social Sciencee,‘the'Perfqrmed

'4Arte; titerature, henduage,~Mueie etc.), the media and.religion, These .

institutions and others like t4ém, come into being as individuals and

EEERY
]

the eoileetiVe group produce Fncial Fdrmetione in the process of

‘—prdduetion, asffhayfattemptftn'respond-tc social needs; as»tney try tn

developiand.advance the Human.soeieﬁy,'»‘Dnce'q:eeted,_the institutions‘
eleylthe role~of'sheping‘both individuals-endutne collective Qroup.’.It

is, therefore,'no actident thet next”to'the‘economy.ef‘a dominéted pebpleﬂ

’ i .

"1mper1allsm Wlll always ‘aim at controlllng 1ts cultural 1nst1tut10ns orf

LY
Y

-'ellmlnatlng them altogether, leav1ng a vacuum that w111 faC111tate the

Imgosztlon of the 1nyader s o-n 1nst1tut10ns." This -explains why

' colonialism, for instance, 50 ruthlessly destroyed‘Afridan‘peonle's':

LA

crushlng not only the domlnated people s way of 11fe, but thelr very

“equl“ and'~personallty ‘so- twat economlc conquest can become complete,



- L - A
- for cultural zombies would not be.in a position to put up anykind of

resistance. e

- In this,regérd;'Cde. Caﬁra; obéerﬁéd as follows:
: Hlstory teachcs us that, in certaln c1rcumstances,

it is very- easy .for the forezgner to impose his T

. . domination on a people. But it also teaches us
" that, whatever may ‘be the material aspects of

this domination,. it can be" maintained only by the
‘permanent, organlzed repression of the cultural )
/life of the people concerned ........iceascencece

In fact to take up arms to dominate a people is, above
". all to take up arms to destroy, or at least to

neutralize, to paralyze "its ‘cultural life. For,
“with a4strong indigenous cultural life, foreign
domination cannot be sure of its pérpetuation, 3 -~

N

Let us now look at Education as-fha.ﬁpét sighificant of the thrée‘;ultdrai

institutiqns:that.we'discdés in this éaper.~ >Educafion is{aikey : -

institution in the process of inculceting and promoting cultural practices.
: - /, 3 N - c .

Jt acts as a communicator as well as o reservoir of culture., -~In.a neo-
colonial situation, it has a class. poisit-of reference. In other words,

as one of_the‘moét»pplifiqal'sbcial7§n§ti¥utions, Pdﬁéétipn is nagyand
‘cann0£ be-idgoipgic%ily heuéral.f, "The bbiiticaI_sys£émhthatAnufthres
‘it:into‘begpg‘ensufe;ithat~it e?ists’fo sg¥v§:its-inte%ésts,[tQISeryi;a :
ifs gbono;poiitiﬁal systeﬁ; s‘f Fu:tﬁe;; iﬁ7is ;hrngh Sudh_véLueS'théﬁ \

individuals aftempt fo'unravei/%héir'suf;ouqding;, t6~r§acﬁ in#a_ihem- '
. . - - . L

selves and unto each other,
‘We -are using, in othe* words, the deflned aesthetics
~of a spec1f1c socio-c ultural background, as our point
of reference and even iore spec1f1cally, we are
’ proJectlng the worldvxbw and. 1deology of a glven' T o
class. “And, lest we forget it, Karl Marx had a
-~ point when he stated that the hlstory of given Epoch
. i The RiStory 6F the ruling class. = Uftén, the .
education institutions that we are hart of are = .
v "~ ¢~ nothing but mere serv1cmng departments for the 1deas
g and-social values of the ruling. class. ! ..° N

It -is Paulo Freire who a:gueé in‘Pédadodv of thE:Dppréssedf that there

’



are two main kinds of education; eduzation for domination and
enslavement, on the one hard and on 'he other, education for liberation.

"The first type he describes as "banking education",A%n which the learner

is a-passive recipient and the teacher a "éepqsitor" or "banker". This
type of edgcationhis characterized by a maéter/éubject rqlétiqnship-
'Bétﬁeén fhé £eache:.ahd.the lesaner, wifh.fhe former as. the master and
.thé‘lattériaslthé sdbjéct;' '%hn éubgﬁd.fype of edUcétion, Fiaife

describes-aé "pfdbiam-éolving}" ;'In this kind of.education the learner
- is- at -the cenfre'and the teachcx‘dniy works in team with -the learner,

-~
2

- acting as a resource person. .Both are participants and actors, but thé

learnexr is the focus., This §ypé of education is characterized by -

.dialogue and debate between' the learnsr and the resource person.
"Banking education". propagates a culture .of dependancs, fEar and silence.

"Problem-solving” education nurtures a culture of igflection, experimen-

i : - . . © - : ~

tation dialogue and self-assertion,

N . . S
Obviously, it.would-be against the interests of imperialism to encourage

the. second type of education. 1t “favours dbanking edupatién",
-establishing schools among the ‘dominated. people that are in the style

of educatioﬁal systems in the homeland of imperialism. ‘Such institu-

tions are equipped to the,helﬁ; in.terms of syilabi, ideological and

cultural content, to serve tha,purﬁose of imperialism bg ensuring the - ;

-~ N

production of "parrots".: 'Tu complete the procésé of brainwaéhing, the

.. imperialists then send the‘"pﬁrrotéﬁxto-the metropolitan for final

~—

touches, After that the figfshéd' hote the irohy'ﬁ) product is bfoqght

back to Africa to.conétitute thg‘l‘- 10% of the qolléborating reactionary

v

elite population, working har? in hand with the comprador bourgeoisie -

:and the dominating ruling class in the metropolitaﬁ to ensure- the

imperialist enslavement of- i + Africun masses. i is no wonder, -then, .



~

that to—day thesoil of Africa’hclis-an institute such as the Kamuzu Academy

in ﬁalawi,'ﬁhere the cream of Mclawi's intelligentsia ~in—the-making is taken

- and ‘schooled in '"dead" languages such as -Greek, Latin and Hebrew, qot'to

mention other areas.of educaticn that can only serve the purpose of alienating
them from the African masses and their problems. Teachers for the

&nstitution are ihpqrted hot froa the metropolitan. Malawian teachers do
not feature arnywhere, unless they have,baen\schooled in‘bohrgaois classics ’

and can speak foteign tongues in the accent of -the imperialist culture's
ruling classs . Imperialism'ﬁés 2 very welleplaﬁned, systehgtic educational
programme for the training of its targettedzgoiléborators because through

14 -

such an education, the capitalist ideolegy can be stamped on the mind and

'Athe'persdnaliﬁy;of the learner. In this,way; the ideology of creating a
world far a privileged_few‘at-fha'expense of the‘majority’is so'ingrainad

that its students will.die defending its “divine" rightness.

-
v

fhrough tﬂis kihd>o%‘gduc;tién:impa:ialisﬁ,has succeéded‘in'produciﬁg
~ .African childrgn‘(moatiy,to-bg fouaa:amoﬁg;ﬁemﬁerg ;f the Africaﬁ'comprador
class) who,'for insténcé,A;ronéﬁncé theirv6¥rican_pames in an a$sumed
, Anglo—Ame£ican:g§£ént so that a.na{§ Tive Chipo]geté‘p;onouhced,aé "Cheepow"

and so on,- In Zimbébwe one findc 5eautiful~Afficaﬁ names, that make
perfectisense within an AFriban_cu}tﬁral context, rendered ihtolliQing
jokes after being translated into English, . Witness names éuchAasiAnyway;':

Whatever, Actiori, Smiles,.Reasoﬁ,‘Clever and éo‘bn, to which people -
d by o e Leh PEAR
» happily answar7to-£he amusement of'thn§e from imperialist cultures whose

language we are'usingfté'traﬁslafe-our~personality, ¢ In imperialist o
. education, language is a tool for cultural conquest . Indeed, colonialism

and imperialism have used it”for that very purpase.  Frantz Fanon wéé
correct in observing thét"tb'speak a language is to”asSUme’aLQorld,;toA

carry ‘the weight of a "civilization". ' 'Fpr; language communicéﬁés a
society's values and the worldview of those values.- So, under imperialism,

\ . -
. .
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language is enforbea ﬁponvthe_dcminéted pepples,:whilg their own mother-

_tongues are relegated to an inferior positiom and categorized as "barbaric!. -

AN

This is effected to a point where the elite of the dominated cultures:

become even‘apglogeiic; if not szhamed,of using their own tongues. . They )

o~

wili'éo to the ‘extent of speakinq these in Ox-Bridge, Parisien and

‘American accents td‘émphasiic thz difference befween them and theii masséé.

"Up to this day, cdﬁpeténce~ahd cutstanding‘pErFormance\in imperialist ’
languages remain key determining factors as to howvfar a person'in Africa

can make it'upvthe academic and career ladders. The importance of the

" languages of conquest has been so emphasized that‘politicélileaders\Wﬁo are

N

' masters in our languages-and only semi-proficient in, say, English will -
. 'oﬁt to speak‘to)thsAmasses invEﬁgiish. It becomes pathetic-to‘sgme;

x

times watph'them,sweat and stumblz over Eﬁglisﬁ words, reading:

laborious Ehglish,scfipts, in casos not knowing where to pause for
commas or full-stops. "Amin" jokes and those of cblonialist chiefs

- who ‘insisted on "’r_nurbdér’ing" English rather than use the African tongues.

that they were masters uf’tq Hadd:ess‘hMédamu Queeni, the Horrible

N .

Mrs, -Phillipu", aré.very>aqunsiv3 withkin the context of cultural

-imperialism, funny as-théy may be .on tﬁc‘éurfgce; o

’ L. o -~

L
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Once the domindted culturés-have been schocled in imperialist ideas -~

particularly at the. level of the reaetionary elite - they find no shame in -
copying the dominating cultures and especially the image of their ruling class.
Thus ope will find, for instance, elite males in neo-colonial Africa dressed

in three piece suits _and even in a few known cases, wearing bowler hats and

carrying umbrellas - - BritiSh ruling class style ~— in the steaming heat

of 90 © plus. The women will, in turn, roast their hair with chemicals to

make it straight so that they can, if the cccasion demands, toss it about as
’ 7/ B N - .
. they speak - westerﬁ style. These are ‘the cartoons-that Frantz Fanon once-

referred to as walklng 11es They are people Who are actively enganged in
the process already referred to as nas31ng of a vote of no confidence .in
themselves and their cultpral herltage. _Paulo Freire has correctly arguedl
that 'cultural conquest leads to the cultural-ﬁnauthenticity of those whe

are invaded'. He says : : ;

' Cultural conquest leads to-the cultural inauthenticity of
thosé who are invaded; they begin to respond .to the values,
the standards and the goals of the invaders e eneeneneees
In cultural 1nva31on it ‘is essent;al that those who are
invaded come to see their reality with the outlook of the
invaders rather than/thelr own; for ‘the more they mimic. the
1nvaders, the more stable the p051t10n of the latter becomes.

_ For cultural invasion to succeed, it is essentiel that those.
who are invaded become convinced of their intrinsic ihferiority.
Since everything has its opposite, if those who are lnvaded
con51der themselves 1nfer10r, they must necessarily recognikze the
superlollty of the invaders. .The values’ of the-latter thereby
become the pattern of the former. The more invasion is accentuated
and those invaded are. alienated from the spirit of their own
culture and from thehselves; the more thexlatter want to be like
the invaders: to walk like theﬁ, dress like them, talk like them.s‘

Like education, the media under i, :rialism is used to promote the worldview -

_of the economically dominating classes. The newspapers, the television and



Once the doﬁinated culturds have been schocled ih imperialist ideas -
‘particularly at the.level of thevreactionary elite - they find_no-shame in -
copying the dominating cultures and eépecially the image ot.their ruling-class.
Thus ope will fiﬁd,_for‘instance, elite males in neo-colonial Africa dressed
in‘three piece suits;and even in a fe&/known cases, wearing bowler hats and

carrying umbrellas - - British ruling class style =— in the steaming heat

;

of 90°° plus. The women will, in turn, rcast théir‘hair with chemicals to

make it straight so that they can, if the cccasion demands, toss it about as

}

. they speak - western style. ’Ihese are*the cartoons- that Frantz Fenen once-
referred to ae "walking lies". Tﬁey are people who are actively enganged iﬁ—
the process already'referted to as ﬁassing of a vote of no confidence in
themselves and their cultpfel hetitege. iPédlo Freire has cdrrectly argued'
that ‘'cultural conquest leads to the cultural'ﬁnauthenticity of those wﬁo

are invaded'. He says :

" Cultural Ednquestﬁleads to\the‘eultural inauthenticity'of
those who are‘invaded;bthey'begin'to respond .to the values,
the ‘standards and the geals of the invaders. ..},.;......,
In cultural invaeion it’is essential that those who are
invaded come to see their reality with the outlook of the
invaders rather than/their own; for ‘the more they mimic. the
1nvaders, the more stable the p051t10n of the latter becomes .
_ For cultural invasion ‘to succeed, it is essehtial that those
who are invaded become convinced of their 1ntr1n51c 1nfer10r1ty.
Since everything has its opposite, if those who are 1nvaded
consider themselves inferior,  they must necessarily recognize the
superlorlty of the 1nvaders. ‘The values of the.latter thereby
become the pattern of the former. The more invasion is accentuated
and those invaded are alienated from the spirit of their own
culture and from themselves, the more tlie latter want to be like
the invaders: to walk like them, dress like them, talk like them.8_
Like education, the media under i, srialism is used Lo promote the worldview

<

of the economically dominating classes. The newspapers, the television and



the radio are stamped with the images ef (i:i: roling - class, relegating the
. - - -

~ <

ﬁesses to:the backgroun&, from,where they are depicted as passive watchers of - a'.
oassing history - a depiction that is com;iete1y21historical, for it is the
vmasses who are-the real aetorslin the procoss of production.r And, as we have
'already argued; the orooess of prodnction is, in the final analysis, the fector
that pivots history"and deﬁelophent.fcrward. ‘Haringhcnrtained thevmesses'off_
the pages of the newpapers and magaz1nes, the 1mper1allst medls proceeds to
aggress1ve£y stamp the pages w1th 1mages of rullng class culture and"- ‘make these"
the reference p01nt‘of the domlnated.people. _Nowhere is this better illustrated
than in'the filmspand edyertisements_that are Sblashed'on'ﬁoSt television sereens,.
Hours upon hours of the Viewers' time»are taken un by suéh\films as "Dailasﬁ,
;Dynasty",rand _"The‘Coibiesf and other soap operas that present Anerlca as one
1ong episoderf material’paradlse;.‘ . Thl" flctlonal Amerlca of Hollywood
~intrigue and'mora;‘decadenoe among members of the ru11ng class is not the reai
America'of theAmhjority." A represent rive kmerlcan world would at least show
workera, 1abour1ng in the factorlea and’ ot“nr 1ndustr1es for 1ong hours, on very

'-llttle pay, most of them g01ng home to the ghettoes at the end of the -long hours'

‘ofhtorl.‘ Hollywood-soap operas doﬁnot=show us the.mllllons‘of homeless Amerlcans,\
the_poorly\fed, and the semreliterste poor; They do notfshow us the slnnsfof

Newark; New Jersey,‘ﬁerlem_the imnoverished world of netive American reservations.
'and'Sueh*like.imeges-of cultural‘deserts. lSo, the African'andience eonsumes~this

- Hollywood propaganda, the imperialistjlies,Aprovidéd through>the~courtesy of.

- ‘rich business advertisers - a world that undermines their very-being, even as’
it feeds them with the mythical "American dream".

\

Business advertisements, whether in newspapars, the radio, or the television,
'cerry‘equally'aggressive*propaganda; parading the cultural world of the invader
-~ in dress, eating'and‘living styles for mass consumption. . The language in:whieh

-

they are conveyed is}so psychologically End»ideologioelly damaging that, it can



~

make the poor feel like criminals for beiu: unable to afford what is on 'sale" .

For instance, there used to be a radio and television advertisement in Kenya that
went like -this: A ' ‘ .
"Mothers who love“théir children give them ribena".10
Impiied is the fact that'mothefs_who ?o not give their_cﬁildren ribena because

they are too poor to afford it do not love their children. At fhat_time a bottle

of ribena of approximately 350 mls. cost about 20 shillings. An average workers'

salary was then 300 shillings a month and so a bottle of ribena was completely

out of reach for such a person. The masses meet these and other images wherever

they look. ITmages- of products like coke, fanta, sprite, sparletta etc. are
AY - — A

A

splashed across the bodies of the buses that they quéue for and on the walls of

the buildings that_fhéy~g1ean, so that wherever they turn, .they are feeding on the
A ? ’ BN oo S

consummerist world of their oppressors. The cultural images that the masses feed

on in a neo—colonial situation are cru2l, demeaning and oppresive.

e .
As if this were not enough, the masses ¢ft:n find themselves placed in -a position -
: _ _ ‘<

where they are forced to produce culture far the consumption of and in the taste
of the ruling class for entertainment and cther purposes, Witness what goes on
in some tourist resorts. The masses arc w:de to entertain the tourist through

acrobatics, dances, songs etc} ‘The darce.:, often dfessed in stone age gear,

' ] N
constituting of paraphernellia such as ouiial §kins and feathers, adbrning bodies
painted in obﬁoxious colour schemés and othér kinds of wild deéorations ( to
project the iﬁage of the ﬁ%ush" African), .will dance their feet ‘sore to the
amusement of the watcpers. A; the end of “he day, the mohéy they-sweat for finds
"its way into the pocket Qf the rich oucs v' » employ them as dancers and acrobats.
They go home tifed and ﬁungty. Some of th. Affican cgdﬁfries who promote tourist
culture are knéyn to be popular attrac%&cnf for providing " virgin boys and
girls" fof‘the kind of touriét who has su;hAinclinations. Thé_imperiaiist presé
in some metropolitans have actually been knoswnto carry such advertiséments, reeking
as they do of dehumanization. In tourist culture and the ;dvertisgmentsthat
bromote it, human beings:are turned i:*o énmﬁodi#iéé for consumption by thé )

wealthy,
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- Religion is the other institution that is used for cultural and ideological
) domination"under imperialism. Religion mystifies the ebjective material

reality, cfeating‘depéﬁdance on supefstitlon'and fate. As 'the opium of ..

the;masses" religion shrouds. reality,'burr lng belieyers in clouds of
. g ouds, y

-

mysticism,. supérstition, fatalism and dependance on supernatural powers

.

The believers pass a vote of no eonxldence in thelr ablllty-to change
. oo . . . . . . - .

their material reality for the better, happily singing abdicating sengs

~ such as, "Thls world is not my home. I aﬁijust passing through. My .
treasures are laid down way-up-beyond the blue" etc. etc. This .they. -

.- sing while“theirtoppfessors-takeiovetTWealth;on this earth. The sweat of -

‘the workers and~peasants credtes this earthly "heaven" for the rich.

<

( ’ .
~._The history of Christianity in Afriea is steeped Wlth blood, raclallsm
.and oppressioh .....-fromfthe days of the Slave Trade to thlS era of Apar-

«.theid‘South Affica. Under colon1a11sm the b1ble .was used as a tool for

w_conqnest; alongside the gun-‘ Wltness that up this day, the Dutch Orthodox
Chnr ¢h in Apartheld South Afrlca even Justlfles the 1nhuman world of rac1m

dlscrxmlnatlon and ‘économic deprlvatlon of the maJorlty Afrlcan people

by a small m1nor1ty of whltes, u51ng quotatlons from the bible to- do this.
. Ar ,

Indeed 1mper1allsm has often been chrlstened by bourge01s hlstorlans,
. "Chrlstlan 01V1112at10n.‘. Today Africa must- boast the hlghest populatlon

of Chrlstlan converts, representlng an 1ncred1ble array of'rellg;ous s

dénominations. J.S. Mblti 1s,'1ronically, right whenlhe observes. that
Africans are~the most religlous neople in the world They have the

monopoly of " splrltual wealth " but remaln destltutes and beggars 1n :

terms of materlal wealth. ,Rellglon is indeed one of imperialism'sf
"gifts" to the -oppressed and it has been internalized to the extent of - |
becoming a way of life.



From the foregoing, it is clcar that under imperialim the institu—

tions of_eulture-are used fprAthe'purpose of‘facilitating the
domination of the'oppressed. ;The institutions:constitute a part
of the superstructure which is clearly designed to eement the
economic base,that the superstructure supports. :it is therefore

obvious that to achieve cultural-liberation, the dominated people

have no_choice other than that-of dismantling the oppressiVe‘

_economlc base that glves rise to oppresslve cultural 1nst1tutlons

It is for th1s reason that Cabral has- sald

The liberation of the productlve forces and consequently

" the ab111ty to determine .thé mode of production most ,
appropriate to the evolution of the liberated people, _
necessarily opens-up new prospects for the cultural develop-
ment of the society in question, by returning to that.
society all its capaCity'to create brogress.....i}...;;..a
Thus 1t may - be‘seet that 1f 1mper1a11st domlnatlon has .
the vital need to practise cultural oppression, national
liberation is necessarlly an act of culture. '

1 . . . s,
H .

Under 1mper1allsm, the exp 01ted masses’ of neo—colonlal Afrlca mlght .
go beyond where Cde. Cabral left off and assert that the creatlon of

a soc;ety based on the prlnCLples~of_sc1ent;f1c.soc1a11sm is an act of

vl

eulture. Why does one say“this? o i

This paper has made it clear that imperialism hasAimposed on the-maSSes;

of neo—colonlal Afrlca a culture of domlnatlon, through a capltallst-L

-
¥d

" economic system. The oppressed masses contlnue to flght and struggle

against this, hlstorlcally creatlng a culture that is’ dlalectlcally _.J
opposed to thatkpf ;mperlallst,domlnatlon - that of-reslstance agalnst

domination.:’However,’their~full victory of,eultural imperialism will

-

‘only be ascertaired by the creation cf an economic system that does not

-breed-cultural imperialigm.  There is only ong alternative to the
‘,capitalist'mode of production'ivthat of the scientific socialist mode

of:produetion, Thus, the .only logical choice for the creation of a
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trﬁe'popular culture for the masses of Africa is the adoption of the latter

economic system, This will, in turn, produce people: wha. have the

"capacity to create progress" and.who are able to evolve a new humanitarian .

culture that affirmg-the dignity of human beings. S
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