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STUDENTS, SCHOOLS, AND S0CIO-ECTNCMIC CHANGE:

Educaticn a3 a Fastor of Social and Economic Charge in Rura® Kenva

Mirosiava "razak

ABSTREACY
This paper prssents preiiminary results o an etlnesrisbiz study of the Yuria
of Kenya. The analysis highligntes tha tactorz and rcrocesses of socio-
gconomic gifferentiation and seeks to damonsirecs how kavy dnstituions,
ideologies, and cultural Typiticaticre reprodice un2gual sitdaticns, The

a2+

in the twe location under 3tucdy., The sesond sec
scheool attendance; the third section arplores the gue™i .
the fourth 1ooks at the re’aticrshic of sducational atisinrent to amployment
and income.

paper peging with a historv of Tormat zducaticon 19 Sguth Nanza Distrist and
3



DS/wWP 480

INTROJUCTION

This pener rapresances mar. of en ethinograohic study of the Kuiria oF
Kenva, which sesks %) to highlight zhe factors and pirocssses o7 SOTiGECONOMIC
differentiation and 2 wc demonstrats oW unsgaal sitiaticns are repreduced
and  legtrtimatec carouan wey  institutions, ‘ventogize, and  cuitural

itTivacions that provide the framawers 2y wnich pseple expiain and

o
O

!
understand their situationg and ths avents of treir Tives',

The curront paper Focuses oo tne rolae of education end iLs imlationshiy to

O

onomic  and  destgraphic variabias n tha Lrovess gncioeconoric
diffe-ent aticn., The firzw saction examires the tistorical ceveiopment of
forima’ educacisn in 3ouih pivanza Uistrict. ang tnen mmre spacificaliy within
two locaticns i Bwirege-- hehancha Diviszion, Soubh hyania Torscrict,

The second saction adcresses ths issue 3f whe aoes to zchool &nd how tha
demograghy of schocl sepilalions ras changed over Lime. Then, the quality of
gaucation s exgio

paths chcsen
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inal zaction, based

sputation of Bwirege

N

on survey daca gathared T-om more than one tnird ¢ tha n

-

was locatian. examinas the reationshino o zducational ttainment to

sipiovi@nt and jncome.

HISTORY GF EIUCATION In 30UTH dvANMIA DISTRIGY
Formal zducaticn wasz introduued oo Sounh Nyvanzae District Dy missicon

a
organizaticns, orimariiv (ne M7 4137 Remar fathoiic) and Zaventhr Day

Acventist sorietizs. In the dnitial v2acs, triese d-ganizaticns confined their
eTforts ¢y evanoseiical instrucTian.t AMFheUgh clozavisn was ‘eft in the

hands ©f missionaries. foilowing koold War T “cuegh demannd for e2ducation

»

increagsd, and coioniat adninistrators Dezame incrzasivaty aware otf and veca)

et

This regsearch is  fundzd by an Interaaticnal  Joctora® Resgearch
“ellowsn p for Africa cf the American Counci’. of Learrsd Socist:ies and the
Social Science Research Councii. Agditional funding was nrovioaasd by the Yale
Caenter for Intsina t1ona‘ and Area Stucies ard by tha National Science

Foundation.

¢ Nationail Archives of Kenya. DC/KST/1/72. annual Report Tor the Year
£

A4
Ending 31st March, 1313,
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about the need Tor more schools. and for government <nvolvement 1in
education,

The District Commissicner descrined the situation in 1625 in the

nc Government Schocis in the District and the itwo Mission

Societies do what they can undar this nhsad. It is a matizr of some
interest to consider how iong it will be bafore the Kavirenao [Luol
taks educati ﬁd- matiers inte their own hands and make demands in nho
uncertain way that something in the 1ine c¢f Govermment Schools be
started in the Reserves, I bsiieve that Government will sooner or
later be placed in a pesition of samne erba rassment if the pclicy of
Taisszez faire at present adepted be persisted in.  That a District
poputatad by 274,133 and paying. willingly, a sum of She. 1.153,188/-
should note possess one Government Schocel s te my mind a stagaering
situation deserving of svervthing unfavouragle which can te said or
thought. It is probably useiess to re-iteratz the fact that as year

aftsr vear pasees the vouth of the country who are ¢ivan no chance by
Government te better themselves will scarcely be loval and efficient
citizens prepared te assist Gevernment but they can only grow up to be
a discontented. disloyal and dangerous mob.’

With the estabiishmeri of Local Native Councils (L.MN.C.} in the mid-
1920s, and their empowerment ¢ levy taxes and alioccate funds, the demand for
educational facilitise began to transiate inte the allocation of funds for

a
igsii-Bakeria L.N.C. veoted Shs. 25.000/- for this purpose

R

this purpcss. 7he

[%v]

in 1927.Y By 1929 the two L.N.Cs. had earmarkad a sum of Zhs. 10G,000/- for

tha purpose of building and equipping & Government Central School when
sufficient funds had ceen accumuiated.® wWhile coptinuing fto coliact funds
for the building and equipping of a sovernment achool, the L.N.8s. aiso

provided cash granhs to assist mission schools.

The confiicting interasts of mﬁssions, the administraticn, and the
public piayved = central role 1n the devaiopment of education in henv", and are
well documented 1n the 1iterature. See. for example, Rozatind Mutua (1875),
Terence Ranger (1985}, rlsa Abreu (1982), John Ancerson (1970, and D.N

Sivana (19807,

! Kenya, DC/KSI/1/3. “Annual Report for the Year

Nationai Archive:
Ending 31st December, 1

' South Nvanze District had two Local Hatbive Councils, ong of fhe Kisii
and Abakuria, one of the Luc and Abasuba. National Archives of Kenvya.
DC/KSI/1/3. ‘“annual Report Tor the Ysar Ending et Decembar 18277

 Naticnal Archives of Kenva, DC/KSI/1/3. "aAnnual Rsport for the Year
Ending 31st December, 192%8°
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is illustratad by the pretentions of some
through Cfficial

them personally through their teachers.™

villages was That, as ti whey

encroachaed on the iand and rights of others.

In 1934 permission was given tc construct the Goverrment African School
in Kisii, with funding provided large’y by the Local Nativs Councils, It was
compieted and opended in the beginning of 1835, 1t was intended as a primary
school with classes beginning from Standard ITI, but foliowing the entrance
examinations, the standards wers lowersd to elementary schoot tevel. The

entrance results had incicated that
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educational firmamant. Hitherto 1% hes had ¢
Elementary schooh owﬁhg te lack of Primary puciis,

pupits have rsaches the Primary stags. Ther: are gies
who are oniy toco anxious to be antered thsrs. and 2
that there will be any itack of support +frth90&‘10

During Wor™d Wer II the numkber of students ard schoo's continued to
grow. In 1944, 206 studants sat for the Common Entrance Examinatien as
against 92 and 65 for the previcus two vaars respactivaly, The bulk of
education was still borns by missinnarias, thougn tas Local Native Council and
non-missionary members of tha District Education 2oard were in favour of non-
dencminational schoele and had voizd wmoney for two Lical Native Council
Schools in 1945, Demand for edusation and vor scnoois under Jovernment or
L N.C. control and entireiy disasscciated Fiow the missions, continuved to
grow

In 184S there were 160 primary level schoois 1 the Distrist supported
by or rscaiving grants~in-zid from publiz Tunds. ana sime 150 more were
regisiered as approved.

rd of this Tattsr figurs would be

It might be safe to szy that cona thd

an accurate estimate of the numbsr of unai ed schocls actually

functicning as sshoois., Almost 311 of trsse inat tu f1on» catered for

both boys and giris. Thare ware ne vccationa! raining schoaols

functicning, other than teacher training eshabl i~hm:nu>. The

vogiterous demand for more and higher grade schoo’s has continued to
5 bean an dncraasing call for trades and
|

grow, and with it thare h:;
technical training local)

tinct catsgories:

s

“

The primary scheols in the District comprized four di

1) 14 L.N.C. schonls, maintainad by Councils directiy; 2) 83 aidec schoeis,
receiving grants from Cauncils bul mmanagad by Misrions: 2} Unaideu schools,
maintainad by communitiss. in all cases under mission 4
Unraccanized schools, cetechumsnates, and religicus neaching centres, not

lTiable to inspection by itre Educaticn Department and not recognized by the

¥ National Archives of “anva. DLDC/KSI/ /4. Arnvay Deneity - 1e3e”

Yo

10 Nationai Arcnhivas of Kenva, DoARGT /8, Annuat Report - South

Kavirondo. 16447,

1 National Archivas of <enya. DC/KSI/T/10 Taspual keport - 16497,
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director of egucaticn as aress.’ TMara ware three sacongary acheouls “n the
District.

The increase in numbers of aduceted onildran, and the greater number of
opportunitias for educstion made availah’a vyearly Grought to the forafront
concern that the oursuit o7 educetion hal taken or an importance that could
lead to an unbkalanced prioritization of needs at the communa’ Gevel. This was

ner in 1852:
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voiced by DLW, Hall,

At... barazas it is claar that most peopls have an idea thalt education
i5 the opern sesame to success and that 3 bhoy mereiy has to obtain a
cartificate and al7 wiil be wail for the rast of nis 1ife. Thkere is an
undasirakiz viaw that common work is an cut-moded occoupaticon and the
aim shouyld he tc enter a2 profassicon. Fupils simply wry avery codge Lo
aveid leavipng schocl at the =snd of the Primary Coursse and there have
baen caszs where boys forge testimonizls from other districts saying
they have pazsad examinatians which in fact thay havs nct. fiomany
sas5es tnere 18 a2 gewine desire amenhg the parerts o s2s their hoys
going on intc a nisher stage, and this is creditable tut something

should be dora to enzourage the worker and Lo make the dignity of daily

tabour mors understzod.

Ediucation facitities ard the number of students in schoul ceontinued to
agrow. see Aopendix I for documentziion. From 1052 ¢ 1653 the number of
primary schocis in Southh Myanza 2ist~ist almsste hreipied, and by the end of the
decade the schoois had grown from i%4 o 539."%  Ta 19%& the Seventh Day
Adventist Missions withdraw from T2 o-ant—in—-atd syvstem and the majority of

neir alded schocls were transferred to 0 3ivy .ot Eouczhion Soard manaaement

ct

in 125 ?,5 Nonetheiess, tiw bulk 2f prumary educacion remeinad in the hands
of missions with 145 arant-aided primary schoots rin by missions ane 32 2y the

District Educavion Board.'

a 0 v . . o " "
I National Archives of kenya., DC/YST/1/11. Annaal Report - 19497,

3 National Archives of Kenva. “3outh Nyanza District Annual Report -
1952",

/1715, "Annusl Report ~ South
. -

o
(o7
2
]
]
[N

Nva ‘ "«81/1/ﬁ4. !
1952 . National Arc h1» es of Kenva. DC/MHB/1/2. "Annu
District 1960". Appendix "K".

15 Naticnal archives of Kanva.
Annual Report ~ 1858"

G

o

" National Archives of Kenya. DC/KSI/1/1¢.
7

.
A
apnual Report ~ 18577,
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The decade oFf the 1650s saw savergl major mprovements on the
educational front, including i) drester amphasgis cn the sducation of girls,
which Tsad to higher enroliments, 23} more emechasis on teaching practical
subjectsz, and 3) the beginning of mass literasy campaigrs aimad at aduits.
At  indspesndence. the educationa® system was chatacterizad by
iregqualities in the provision of schociing both among racas ard among
gecgraphic areas. Thres dominant factors infiuenced the distribution of

educaticonal opportunities during the colonial period; racial discrimination,

missionary evangeiism, and differential gecgraphic responses of and to the
coloniai system, The government sought immadiately tc reduce these

disparities, tut the task was compiex and remains to be fully comolated.

)

Since independence ths govarnmasnt has workad o expand educational
opportunitises. It has attempted both to ircrease “he scale of the educational
system and to eliminate racial and regional insqualitiss. It has been very
successTul “n ascompiishing the first oblectiie, ropidiy expanding the system

and providing greater numbers of chiifdran with claces at all lsvel:

system. The task of aliminating inequalities iz on-going. Racial segregation
in education was guickly dope away with folloewing indevendenc Yet to some
extent the regionazl dizparitias in distribuiion and guality of education
remain today. The disadvantages that daveloped 1 the ¢sionial ara have had

a tandencv tc carry through two apd a half decades later.
with enrctimant ratios lower than 39%, that is, fewer than 3¢ cut of 100

-
[
'

children of school age enrciied in schoois, 3outh Nyanza district in 1972 fell

within Kenva’s lowsst guartiie in terms of educational deveiopment.' This

category ncludes districts such as Marsabit, Garissa, Wajir and Turkana,

which are inhabiteg mainly by pastoralists, where the developmeni of educaiion

has traditionally btean hindered vy the Lranshumant 1ifestyle of the

population. in 1989, 22% of the aduits in Scuth Nyanza district had four
§

or more years of schooling.

"oReputiic o7 Kenye. Centrai Burea . of Statisiics. Ministry of
Economic Plannirg and Comaunicy Atfeaire., - Ecducetional  Trends 1973-77,

Naireobi: URICEF, bp.s.

4
19

Eo

Ibid.. p.25,

1 -

Toid. . .24,
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With the abciition of schon” Tees in :£74, sshool earcliment in South
Nyanza increasad  tramendcus’ v, wer thne period 1573-77, anrollment in
Standard I incrsusad by 1.7%. and enrolimant ratics graw concomivantiy to a

¢.8%7 ratio in 1874, Byt asz or the racionzal dzvel,, this dncrease in

o
s
3
]
(&
<
!‘D
(Ly
v
'c;_
«
(o}
C.
®
3
Ul

enroliments ir Standard I ir 1274 wae a

One of th2 core fecues pursvad in this paper is that pest ristory of
aducational develiopmant influances schoo’ atierdance ith.n a dighrict becausse
districts with hicgkh acult educationsl attairmant arve mo
schools and becauss educated parents aras mors motivated to seek education vor
their chitdrar than %thosz without schooling.¢  Aralvses of aducational
trends strong’y 3ugdest that thic was espactally importent prior Lo *the

achigvemznt of universal >rimary education.

t

Althouoh tie early rost-indspendense oblactive oF meetiing

&
=3
QO w

manpower requiraments was accompiighad, the c¢hallenaas facirg govornmant

aducationa’ plannars and ‘implementers remai: great, 3% ohjsctives are
redefined to meat the changing ne2ss oF the country. currant iy the objective

is to prepars voutih %o Tace the futire withoul guaranteed eralcymsnt and sco
the task of ecucation has 2een regsfined Lo oromotz practical knowledge and

skil1s sinc2 the wnite-ooilar sestor o e economy carnot exeand sufficiently

to absorb al” tre newlv ouaiified candidates  excing universitiss and

EDUCATICN I RYIREGET
As late ag (18RS, ooveriernt oiTicials repiorted that 7. ..cnly in the tvo
1

southarr lototions of Butende and Sukuira wes nderest ir aducaiion shil

garlier, & demand for educeiion was airzacy being veicaed.,  For example, 1in
7

i

9 —_— s

2 Ibid., p.7.

-)' ~ - . - u,-. . — ™3 . a

e Archives of “enya. DC/KSI/1/t7, cuth Ryanza District. Annua)
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send a teacher to them singe thers were none ir their territory.”” Just

few davs later. elders ir Nyabas1 rsguested tfa% « schent te built in their

o
o

area.

Educational facilities czme late to Biwuris, {the sarea that now
comprises Kehancha Divisiorn of Soutn hyanza Dhastrict), but
on the part ¢f the pacpis. The arcnival recors shows that the colonial
admiriietration was not wii?éng o invest & wreat ezl in the development of
2 areg and perceivad the Kuria g very LIoud lesoms peod
over the irtarferritorial border at will., O0fficials therefure reasoned that
any sfforts on thae part of “he auiministraticn, whether {13 the diractin of

mprovead agriculture or educriion. would b2 wastzad.
South Nyanza, aiwavys i large and zopuious vs27cn. waz coronicaily

understaffed by administrative officers of all capasitiez. kehanzha Division

was the most removed From the administraiive hesdguarters at Kisii, and

frequently, especially in the ezrlyv colonial dacades. vears would go by

¢

without an administrative offizer verturing into that region. The Kuria thus

tenced to be isolated Trom develepments caking place in otner parts of the
district ana the colony

The buiicding of the Tirzt schoel in Bukuriz was becan in 1930 by the
MiTl Hiit Mission. Eeger to begin the developmwert. the L.N.C. bestowed a
From then 01, the number of

4

building grant cf Shs. 2002/- to the school.
low pace and with ynevan distribution.

schools continued Lo grow, though 2% a s
Most of the sducational fasilities were iocated within the Tws Jocations

ciosest to Kisii (Bugumbe aad Bukira) whi~» were the nost sceessible by the

q

scant road nstwerk, hyabasi antg Pwirage did 105 ses Yormal aducational

faciiitias until the 19508, though missicnariea had made scre inrcads into the

twe locatisns by the 19408, opening up some calachumenica  inctitutions,
The Tirst schodl ocnenad in Bw-rege Locanion in 185%, tha sacond in 1956,
and the thirg in 1%F3 Thay were 317 only tower orimary schooiz,  Students

completing standard IV ard wisihing to sontinta ~ducatiorn were Torced to g0 to
h

the nearest upper primary sohoci a7 Tsebanis. 32me 80 kiiosalers awzy. At th
o)

fational Arcrives of Kenva. FC/NIA/3/2672, " 3talion Diary for August
1927, District Commiszsiover’s COfvice. &, Xavirondo’.
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Tccation. This number doubled in the 1370s. The greatest growth has occured
in tha 1980s, when the nuwber of schools dncrsasad from 8 o 15. The growing
need for schoois reflects not only increased desire for education but also the

rapidly expanding population., which grew at approximatsly 3.%% per annum in
the 1980s.”

Avajiiable statistics do not provide a ciear picture ¢f the growth of
schoo] enroliments. Though figurses are availaidie from all the schools, the
information is rareiy complete. In many casss, particulariy =arly years,
records have hbean lost. With freqguent changeover of hszadmasters in recent
vears, informaticn is ¢fian not passed on. In some cases records have been
destroyed by rats c¢r lost throvgh theft. Thus crly in a Tew of the youngest
schools is the enroiiment record compists,

ne Tigure resented a4 Tacle | reprssent the sums oF all available
T

ne Traction following tne enroliment figurs shows tiie number

information,
of schools providing inTormation out of th tctal scheols oper in & given year.

The estimatad total is carived by calculaiing zverane enreiiment at schools

reporting data ang muitipgiying by tna total nunder of schocls
Table 1. Enreilasnt in Buiregs Pripary Sonooist
Lin Tive y3s~ intarvals)
Year gnro’ ment L Zstingte:
| Total

1959 27 (1/2) 54

164 77 (1/3) 23"

1969 324 (3/4) 4322

1974 843 {a/5; 1054

197¢ 1788 (5/7) 2151

1984 2175 (i1/14) 2765

1686 | 3912 {15/7%) | 3912

The growth in snroliments continued at a gradual rate until 1672. From

1973 to 1974 the number of schools did not changs, but total enrollment

% Eiias H.0. Aviemba, ed., 1924, p.105.

Thesa figurss have been obiainad from a number of soaurces. Primarily
they are from the Monthly Returns T1Taj by eacit school wits the Assistant
Primary Schoct Inspactor. I3 I3asss where some OF these ware missina in the
schocl, I sought to get the irformation fromtne A.F.S.1.75 returns filad with

the D.v1ewonu7 Education Officer. For the eariy vears. whero oTF*c'a1 returns

were missing, I went through the attendance racords, whers available, to
cbtain figures for enroiimenis.



doubled in response to the abciishment oF direct rayv

Standard I to IV, On the national levei, tni

w
@
—
—
53 03 33
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. >

caused ah increass in primary scheo! enrolliment i
previcus vyear. The influx cccured mainly in Stardard I. but also 1n the
enrollments for other classz2s which reflected the return of students who had
previous?y drooped out of schools.*

A s°milar sharp increease occured Trom 1978 to 1979, when the government
terminated both Tees for the highei primary standards and indirect fees, such
as building. funds, activity costs. equipment levvs, a2ts, At this time the
state introducad the primary schoc? miilk program. Veluntary community
fundraising through Harambee collections bccame a supplementary source of

school financing.-?

DEMOGRAPHY OF THE SCHOOL POPJLATION
This section zha'yzes primary schonl anrclim=nt ard composition of the

school populaticr in Bvwirege Tor 1939, 1t 21so comparss 1532 enreliments with

~

those of previcuz yszars.

In 1839, Buiregs had 13 primary sohwools, of which 12 providad claszses

('}')

up to Standard VIII, 2 up Lo Standsrd VIY a~d 1 up ‘o Standard II. Total

enrolimant =t thase schoois was 232 pup 1. 27 whom 57% wars bovs and 43%
i~

were girls, Thesz figure:. reprasent the narrowest gags between the ssxes 1in
the history of educationa’ enr2ilment in the Rwireg2 'ocation:. Tan years
age, 1n 1379, bovs represented 52% 2f the zyrollmeny in primery scnoois and

in 18589, 87%. The national emphagis or the nesd Lo eddcate giris as well as

boys appsars to be taking hole in these locations. Closer sreakdown of data

Op.cit.. Republic of Kenya, tducatignal Trends 1973-77. 0.7-9.

2 Though svstematic data collection was not conducted in this airea of
inquiry, evidence suggests that the combinad contributions of cash, materials,
and labour of community members to schocls may ir Tact be quits in excess of
the vaiue of school feess paid prev10u~1 alsc, whereas orewiously school
fees were the responsipiiity of parents, uho cur.enf arrangement of Harambee
contributions czlis upon all aduit members of the community to shoulder the
burden of financing aducation.

2 Srecial thanks tc the A.E.O. Kehancha Division, the A.F,8.I. Ntimaru
Zone, and all the headmasters of nrimary schools in Bwirsge East and West,
whose assistance and cooperation enaclad the ¢cotlection of the date gertaining

to schocls and npupils.
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belies the &pparent avenness of the educational opportunity and attainment for

the two sexes. In Standard 1 girls reprssent 47% of the purils, in Standard
VIII conly 25%. Som2 of the reasons for this disperity are discussed pelow.

With the dnitial rapid increass “n enroliments in 1874, the ratio of
male Lo female studenis deciinad. el the corrglation beiween hizh total
enroliment ratiscs and low male o famalz enrgiiment ratiosz has becoms weaker
rather than strongsr cver time, Thers s not 2 dirsst correspondence on
gither a naticnal or gdist-ict level oasiwesn the rise in anroliments and the

tines in male to femaie enrotiment ratiocs. 7The 2boliticn of school faes,
while pbenefitting femalas, does not s2em o have hed as significant an impact
on Tamale school attendance as on teota’l enrsliments.

The dropout rate s high for both saxes. but particularly s¢ for girls,
Enroliments 1n Siandars 1 represeat 20% of alil cavidren in schoal while
Standard VYIII has only 6% 2f total en~oliment. For girls, 72% of those fin
school ars %n Standards I to IV, for boys 80% are in those same standards,
The vast majority of children who e=nrel do not completz tThe primary school

Part of the
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course they are oid &isugh T2 be married and arg asu gressured to do so,

standards. Both & high droo-out vete and igh rats of repeticn, the latter

airiy in Stendard 1, play a zignifican. =glas A major crop of 30-40%

30
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Tabie 2. Compariseon of Bwirers apd Nacional Primary Schoad Statistics in

Az Parcentage of Cless:
. i | - . |
 Standard 1 2 3 | 4 5 8 7 & Cvarali- i
! 1-3 |
[ . -
Bwirega: 5 ’
v ] i
ROy S B0 55 ; 59 '62 | 74 7 5o
Giris 50 45 4z 47 35 | 28 25 25 41
[ ! B
Kenya: |
Boys 59 = B2 5z 50 5% 1 A1 v 5@ 52
Girls a9 48 48 50 A0 A0 a7 44 48

. [ ! ‘
Briirege: } i

Boys 21 14 18 ia '12 Y 5 7
Girls 30 17 s9 by 1o la 3 3
Total leo  sn 19 34 11 6 5 5
| Kenya: : l :
Il Bovs i 15 |14 12 12 11 40 | o8 |
[l Ggirls £ =T U £ N VO A I 9 l T
| Total 1815 |14 13 12 i1 0 &

Source: Republic of Kenva. Centra) Bureau of &Statistics. Economic Survey
i : i

1386, . 179 and "Monthly R[eturns” of primary schoois in Ntimaru Zone.

Table 2 displave the damegraphic breaakdown of primary school students
in Bwirege, a3 compared with the zamo on the naticna, levei. Boys raoresent
a larger percentage of giris in everv gtandard {except for Stencard I it
~teve’ dgta ehow the .1 rati F bovs to ¢iris in

EVE ] atad SnNow The T L7 3anio o oY3 TO ¢iris in

Standard I rizing toc 3:1 in Standard VIILI. Thers 18 no such drasiic change

ot

b B

in the naticnai-leval datz, where the widest gars in sax enroliments does nc
exceed 12%. Simitarly, when Yooking at the percentzge of total anroliment

boys and giris at sach laval reprezenv, the national isvei statisLics present
a much more even picture than the locel jeve!l data. 1In Bwirsge, 80% of the

ol are i% Stapdards I-TV. In Kanya

]

girls and 67% of tha bovs in orimary sch
t

as a wholeg, €1% of the giris and 80% of the boys are in Standard I1-1IV.

[
Lo
(i
o
i)
8]
-

Apparantiy, both the percentage of situdents
A



I1D3/WP 480

Another way ©o show the drorout rate taking placs over tha
years of primary educziio
orimary schocl career., Tabie 3 documenis the movemant of students in Bwirege
who started in 1974, the yecr of tne First large boom in primary school

oy - N4 — - . N ~ o a
enrcliment.” There were Tive primary scnools cperating that vear.

Table 3. Prop-out Rats of 1974 Cohorit Group in Primary School

=

Yesr/Standard

Studeats 1974/1 REN RN 1876/ 111 1877/ e 1960/V1T

51 oo 186 2

Source: Monthly Returrs fieid by primary achools with arsa A.P.S.I1.

These Tigures cleariy demonstrate the rate of attrition
ons standard to the next, showing that only 21% of those whe began education
in 1974 completsd 3t in 19220, Broken down by sax, 24% of the boys in this
cohort group compisted Standard vil, and enly 12% of the girls. By tha midway
paint in the schonl cvcle, Standard IV, 45% of the pupils have dropped out.
Data ars available for compariscon with the fistricy level, wherz we ses that
the drocp-out rate for cohort aroup starting in Standard I in 7974 was 54% by
dard 4 in 1977.%

Hzadmasters of ths schcols in Bwirede see many ressons for the high
diropout ratz in the arsa. Children start atiendipg school
parsnts 1ixe to keep them at home i1¢ provide labour, in locking after catile,

and taking care of younger zibiings. Manv students repsat the same ¢l

a
several times, and Thereby become physically mature before advancing very f
within the educaticnal svstem. On atiaining whysical! maturity, giris often
teave school fo be married and boye beain looking for ampleovient. Virtually
all tha headmasters agres that the fundamentiszl problem lies 1in "a Tack of

vigion of the futura” and a lack of encouragement on ths part of pearents,

"
This vear was also selec: cause complete information is zvaiiable
i 2

(=1
for ail the primary schocls Bwirege.

“ Op.cit., Republic of Kenya, {Cducaticnai Trands 1873-77, 0.19 & 44.
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Most parents of children currentiy in schocis ars uneducatad, they do not ses
ducation and want their children to act and live in the

same way tnat tnay have acted and tived. Tharefore, parznts are not willing

to pay for uniforms and other sducation-raiated expenses. They see attendance

at school as a way to pass tims unproductively. Forma?l sasctor role modeis for
re

v
children cannct often envision their Futu

Moreover, daughiers rapresent a sourca o7 w2aith to be obtai
marriage. Parents 3ee no reason to enccurage tham to stay in school. Though
bridewsalth (dowry) for =ducated girls is higher than for

u
most parents do not 3se this as a aufticient incerntive to continus their

<

a

daughters’ education. Cne of the reasons for this may be the pressure exerted
by brothars who need the bridewsalth of their sisters in order to marry.

Though the hsadguarters tend to siress the reasons that they receive to
result from “"traditiconal” atiisudesz. there i3 no doust thal in Bukuria. as in
many other areas of Henva. thers are mary structural causes rtnat especially
for famales weigh heaviiy against contnuiva through the entirs primary course
of education. A number of studies have dealil «ith thse strictural constraints

within the educational aysiam in Kenys. ™

EXPERIENCES AND EXAPECTATIONS OF PRIMARY SCHOGL LEAVEERS.
Curing ths ejghth and 1
™

i s
the Kanva Certificate of Prima;y Zducatiop (K.C.P.E. 2. 13 administerad to ali

-

~
L]
continues on to sacondary scohoel, and the guatity of the schoo’ in which one
n

can enrell apd has a Lbearing on emgliovment chances and vocaiionai training.

¥7]

Prior to the introduction of tre 8-4-4 avstem. the Csrtificate of Frimary
Education (C.P.E. ) was similarly administered during the saventh and last year
of primary education.

In examining data onh the final primary school exam, a number of trends

become evident.

See, Tor exampla, Kabiru Xinvanju:® (1978), Audray Smock Chanman
(1981), Joyce L. Moock (19743, D.N. Sifuna (18803, Margaret Ngau (1988).

4
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1. The number of candidates in Bwirzge si{tl-ng for the =2xam each year has
grown steadiiy. From 13385 fto 1333, the number of candidates tripled from 54
to 161. The ratic of bovs to girig rzmains reiatively sven, with girls

accounting for, on tieg average, apoisximatsly 5~158% of the total candidates.

2, The age of candidaves at the time o Ltihe exam vas been steadily increasing.
The modal age has risen from 14 in the early posi-iadependence vears o 18 1in
1887. The abolition of achantl Tees ip 1874 atiracted many clder Supils into
tha schooling systam. In South Myarza. pupiis eged 13 and c¢ider prepresented

13-16% of total enrcllmen:t in 1675, 1976. and 1977." But as Moock points

out, the age of primary schoci lzavers is ofter higher than tha siudents and
their haadmasterz repsrt on ithe K.C.P.E. regijstraticon forms. it is not
uncommon for male students to be married with chiidren ana still be attending
primary schoel.

3. The guality of nerformonce on the examsz remains unsven. In whe 23 vears

¢

for which results are availablie, students who passed the exam have outnumbered
the failing students in opiy ten of those 23 vears. T7This has happened only
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once in the 1880s, lsaving thz im
school, the guality of educetizn received has decrazsed.

The year 1985, the first year of the new 3-4-4 system, is a case study,

In Bwirege, six 3chools adgministersd the V.C.P.E. For which 130 students

or the exam. Of these, 92¢ were bovs and 31 were

am, 83 (6Ex%)

aiied. It must be taken irto acceount that. sinca this was the first year of

testing in the n=w system. which reguires mcre subliects and sets oul a new

il

curriculum, the situdgents wno 3at r the axam had spert most of tThedr

o
iife in tae 014 svstem, and wes rafore not fully ready to deal
3

E3
[
s
w
o
oy
R
5
o

educaticnai
with the K.C.P.E. This was 2 widaly voiced concarn, cven though the exam was
written to take this into account. The rasuits f-om subsequent years are not
encouraging. In 1986 onlv 32% of the candidates in bwirsge sassed, n 1987

23% and in 19588 31%,

Joyce L. Moock, 1974, p. 11i5.
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Temitigate this very negative picturs. other date sugyest that K.C.P.E.

eterministic of a studsnt’s edvzaticonail future

Cl

results are not as strictly
as 18 commonly he!d.& The following cata were col’acied in a Lracer study
of primary schooul Teavers in orcer o dete-mins what they were dcing threse
veargs foilowing the K.C.P.E. Taple 4 summarizss the findinas,

OFf the candidates who gassed the K.C.MLE. 2xam in 1985. w'n are in
secondary schoo’. OFf *heesz wno Tailed inhne came yaar, 7% s in =secondary
school. Failure on trhe crimary scnozl exam Joes not apparsntly coastitute the
end oF formal sducstion, atthough theie wth passss get admitted o better
schsolis

and thereby incressz their chances fuo- suscce

F

3
exams. It is intarasting “hat sven threas yea-s afrer the 7i03t sttenpt 2t the

-

exam, there are three students s%i1' renzating Gtandard YIII fo- ansther

ct

chance a2t 1

i For a discussicn of the ro’e of C.P.e./K.C.P. 5. w:ithin the educationai
system see Kenneih King (i974) and 2J.N. 3ifune {1850}
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Tabie 4: Follow—-uyp of 1285 K.C.P.k. Candidates Afier Thrze Years.
== ]|
Numper of Candidetes ki
j
Pas=zad Fajiad |
s o
I Mumbs % P Numper %
I
Qccupation
In Bescondary 31 67 31 37
Form X * | 3
Farm IX 3 " 5
i Form I1I 27 , 23
. ! |
Repeating in Primary ! 2 4
At Homs 3 13 A2 )
In National Ycuth Sarvice 1 z !
In Businass 2 4 3 LT f
i l
- t —i
Empioyed 3] 3
Bar wcrker i
Matatu Conductor i i
Friscn wWards | i
Teacher {(untrained) ° %
Tea Picker L L
Watchman 1 i
Soldier i
_ — T ;
In Prison i ‘ v 2 |
. 1
No informaticn | t P2 i J

Source: Field Lracer scudy.

Thirteen parcent of $hose vwvio passsd the exam ars amglinved, 2 much

Forty-two

po]
<
2
=h
ot
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higher proportion than the four parcent
percent of those who d4id net pass are at home, meaning that they are pursuing
the activities and traditional rcies assigned within their culture: farming,
Tooking after cattie and homestead chorsz. Only 13% of these who passed the
exam are in the same situation.

Moock's tracer project of primary school lsavers in Kakawega District
show some similarities in findings with the surrant study.”t In looking at
post-C.P,E, activities, sha found that 55% of thosa who passed continued on

L0 secendary schoal, and 15% of those who failed did sn. O those who passad,

¥ 0p.cit., Moock (1874). ». 117.
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14% were at home in the vear Tnlloving 1ne exem. and of thosse who failed, a
22%. The greatsst differeice petwes: %tha swucdiss iz in the catzgorv of
repeaters,; whars koock Tound 56X o7 those hn F3ilsc and 26% of those who

passed. The ditference 4 ihiis araz beiwsan studies is no douot part’ly due

i

Lhree years after the taking of the K.C.P.E. (¢ is likalv that, if the same
amount of elapsed time was <ths bas:s 1n S0th studies, the catagorical
brearkdown would be cinser, as many of the rspeaters weuld have mcved on to
other activities, whethar schooling, ernlovment, or homs.

These data indicate & difference in the oppartunities availiablie to those
who passed the primary school exem and those who did not. This is
expicred in greater depth in the rest of thiz paper. First however, an
expioration of rprimary schozl students  idass about the importance of
educaticn, its vaius. and the trglie it has in shapine their future.

In Novzmbsr 1088, a Taw wseke pryor tc the anngal K.C.P,E. exam, an
opinion poll was admini students in Bwirege.’
esanting 84% of the total

~

r
nunber of youth enrolied in Standard YI1ITI (82% of hovs, 90% cf airls). The

o
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One hundred six boys and 25 gi

average for boys in the z=mple waz 15 vears and 2 menths, with a mode and

median of 16. Ths averaus age for giris was 5 years and & months, with a
mode and median of i5. The gusstionnairs was designed to siizit information

on a rarge of Topics, educatior being just one of tham. {see reisvant
questions and answers in the opinion rolt in Appencix 11D,
The

education, as dispiaved by their choice of nwhzy For secondary school faes as

3

t majority of students perzsived the Tmnortarnce of secondary

<

n

b3
i

the thing they would most like to be given upon finisking nrimary scheol. The
majority of nirls chose going to secontary schnol asz the best way 1o get ahead

1ife, wharesas boys parceive getiing employment as a "attar way than goin

The guestionnaire given was composad of 7 multipie-choice questions,
11 vas/no guestio s, 2 sentencs completions, ang on= composition, asking tha
student. tc describe the wavs in which “1P,n@t Tife 4iffare from that of

his/her grandfather/grandmothzr. The quastionnairss were aiven to the
students by their English teacher and were completed ﬂhr1ﬂ one period, in
class. They were administersd on the same day in ail tnes wols in the Two
locations.

13
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to secondary scnooi. Intz-astingly., both cexes gave vary low rating to
growihg cash crops as a way of 99tting ahesad.

Boih sexes were interested in having & 23ocuss with the =ame amount of
educaticn as thay have, though az a second choics boys praferred a wife with
Tess education, and girls a nushband with more education. an uneducatsd spouse
was not entirsiy undesireabls .o eiither gex. Whareas aimost ha!f the boys
thought it morz important to educate mates than femalss, 92% of the giris did
not agrse. In her atudy of women’s educatior in Tanzania, Mbijinyi sugoests
i

that there iz a large measurz of auto-2iimination from the school system by

the girlis themselvss in the Lelief that thsir education is o7 less consegusnce
than that of their prothers.™ A aurvev of opinionz of cirls who hava made

it through the sducational system is unlikely te show that ther share the same

)

opinion. A1l students thought 1t the responsikiiity oF tae parsents to educate
their childran.

When asked which schoct subjact they oerceiva az th. ncst usefud, the
majority answar for both sexzs wes £agiiszh.  7It iz sronic that a ounch of
African children living in a farming sommurity think that w211 ba the most
usaful in their Future 1is English,” stated one of the HKuria teachers

administering tig su'nion poll.

What tais signifiss. however, is the hope of
the children, through their education, to break cut of the Farming lifestyle
ot their nata)l communitias. As Mutua po.nts out, Zngiish language nas, for
many decades, represantad the kay teo opening goors 1o a rew way o Tife, M

Kiswahili, the national Yanguaze, recszived z much lower ranking of 1t

“

usefuiness. Home science and =zciencs wars choser as ths second most uzseful
subiects by giris and bovs respectively fhis may ke = e

iy
ratlention ¢f th
greater amphasis of the educaticnal systein or tha teachirg of practical

Thers were very Taw surprizas when students chedss what they would like
to be after Tinishing their aducation. The role moadals availabie to them in
their homs conminities are very imited and thass carsers ware the ones most
freguently selected--doctor, nurse, teacher. 411 ouher resporses received
less than 7% interast. Virtualiy 21! poofersivns chosen =«

e
only 2% were 3ki*l=2d Tabour., 207y 4% of thz tove and none of the gir

i s . . . . N . -
Y Cited in Rosalind Mutua (19721, p. 163,

Rosaling Mutua (12857, 0.83



Tarming as the occuzation the wou'ld “ike to pursus. Clsarly, tihe peccaption
1s that educaticn should ba ~he autlet awav from eg-scuiture a n

In 1988 David Xoff condusted a ssudy o gaJsie sore of the salient
aspects of primary puriis’ cutloor on the orl1d, % 0ne of thg areas exginied

was job preferznce. In comper.ryg thoss findings with the curreni. ones, some

requently chosan by rural students, caing the cheics of 21% of the

¢} c
and for giris nurse (82%). Dcotor waes the sevanth chcice in 1853 with 5%

the total ch and nurse was sirth, with 8% of trnz choices. In 1965 the
seccnd choice of occupation was taacher, selzct:d by 18% of ths pupi

is also the second choice now, beirg proferred o

a vy 7% <f the Lovs and 27% o
the girls., Agrizuitursl Officer, the third highest cheice in 1568 with 8%
selection was not chesen by any of the currsnt pusils.  Farmer was selected
i

& i3 1986, by 4% of the povs 1 12838, anc none of the giris

by 6% of the pup®
1

in 1933,

ECONCMIC RETHRNS O7 “DUCATION
The Community

A survey of 53 homesteads [sing  wousd; pl. iwmic7dl was carcied ovt 1n
1068 in evght cormunitiez of ane administrative siblocation. A 98%
resnonse rata was aconmpiished.  Trne total nusbsr of oecpi2 Tiving i thuss
homesteade is 2,764, able 3 vresents the damograpnic vroefile of thn survayed

sampls.

N,
namelyv homestead heads (sing. muene; pl. «bTene), thair wives. and offspring

7]

i
0

are of particular significance. In the following pages I will axaming the

educational attainesnt of thesaz nembers of the coamunity, the reaticnship of

2utrage West, 3urveys cate was gatherad with the
3goai  Chacra ang  Hr., dachara,
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attainment to smployment ana inconeg, and Tong-term ro7z of atiainment as an

agent of differentiation.

Tabie 5. Demographic Profiie of Survey Community
rRelationship to Total Tvpa of Bagidence
Homestead Hesad

At Home EAway
Homestead 212 164 58
Wives 329 | 263 5
Children 1727 ] 1098 ! 831
Grand Children 370

4Grand Children 144
Daughters-in-law
Siblings 38

ther affines 83 é
Non-relatives 213 :

Source: Field Survey.

Educationai Attzinment

For the sake of simplification, I have divided the spectrum of
educational attainmant into four categorises: thos2 sith no education, those
with some ygars of primary schocl, but net completing; those with complete
primary education: and those with higher than primary, including some or all
secondary schooling, teacher training, or univarsitv education. Table 6
summarizes educational attainment for homestead heads and their wives,

Fifty eight percert cf the homestezd heads and 80% of their wives have
received no formal education. 0Of the 42% of the homestead heads who are
educated 58% have completed less than primary education. 26% the whole primary
course and 17% more than primary. OFf the educated wives. 74% have completed
only some years of primary school, 17% the whole primary school course, and
9% more than primary. In the Tight of the recert zrrival of formal education
Bukuria, it is not surprising that theze elder memhers of the community do not

have a high rate of educational attainment.

21
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Table 6. tducational attainment of Abiene and their Wivas
| Levei of Education Homestead Heads Wives
Numper % Number %

None 122 88 264 8u
Under Primary 52 25 40 12
Primary 23 i1 g 2
Over Primary 15 7 A 2
No Information ~ 11
Total 212 101 329 100

Source: Field Survey

The homestead heads and thejr wives have 1,727 offspring. Of these
1,006 live within the communities surveyed, and the remainder have migrated

to live elsewhare. Table 7 reoresents the educational attainment of all the

offspring:

Table 7. Educational Attainment of Offspring
Educational Attainmentx Boys Girls Total
Uneducated 63 229 297
Education Complieted 235 11¢ 354
In Primary 314 | 243 557
In Secondary 20 11 31
In University or Other 3 1 : 4
Under School Age | E 385
No Information | ; 99
Totai I__1727

¥ The first two rows of this chart represent older offspring who have
completed their education Rows 3, 4, and 5 represerit offspring who are still
pursuing their education. Rcw € represents offspring who have not yet begun.

Source: fiesld survey
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what is thie relatione s betwizn the educaticnal etizinment of the
father and that oFf the o7 'sprirng? S8incs . the history of Tormal education in

the study area is 30 brief, & look at the demceraghicz of the comnmunity is

w

necessary first. Homestead heads have been divided according to the stage

attained in the development cycle by thzir houssholids. Four s%tagss ars
distinguished for analytical purposss: A) a unit camposed of a man, his wife
or wives, and <hildren. There is only one gensration of married adults
present and chilidren ares young, still enrelled in schoals. 8) The homestead
remains one-generational, but daughters are being married off, and thus some
of the offspring have anded their education. () Scns  are marrying,
daughteirs~in-law ars coming into the homestsad, and some of botnh sons and
daughtars have completed their sducation. D) Married sons split off with
their famiiies to =ztablish their own homesteads, mest coffspring of the
hemestead nead have reacned adulthocd and finished their education.

Table 8. Percentags of Homesteaa Heads by Educaticnai Attainment and

Develepment Cyc’s Stage

nevaloomant tycle } Homestead Heads
: Stags f Educated _j; Uneducated
| A 3% i 205
i B 13% 3 18%
! C x 3%
% 6% . 30%
i' Tota® 10C% 3 99%

Source: Fielid Survey

The houseroids of 73% of a1l the sducated abicne are 3ti11 within the
first stage of the developmant cysia, and therefore it is difficult to assess
to what extaent their educationatl attainment influences that of their chiidren.
Their chiidren are still ycung, at most oursuing the eariiast steps in the
educational process, and thus nc judgemen®, can be mzde regarding whether they
will b2 mc-e educated than the childien of otriers with less education., Just
over oneg quarter of the total aducated abiers have children who have completed

their education, and for them, the relationshin is desaribed. Byt first,

23
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Table 9 presents the relationship pbetween lavei of aducation of homestead
heads and housshold davelopment cvcie.

Of the homestsad heads with education highsr than primary level, &0% are

in-development cvcie stage A, 7% 1in B8, 13% in C, and none in D. O©OFf thos

(]

abiene who compistad only e primary education, 83% are in development cycle
stat A, and 17% ir. B. None of the homeste2ad heads whose hcussholds have
reached develonment cycle stages C and D completed and ended at primary
educaticn. Of thes homestsad heads who had attended only some years of primary
educaticn, 87% have their househclds at development cyclas stage A, i3% at B,
and 10% each at £ and D.

Tablie @, fAsiationship betwsen Education of Homestead Heads and Household
Levelopment Cycls Stags
T
. ! !
Education Deveiopment Cvcle Stage E
A 2 C o Total
NO % NO % NG % No % ! Ng %
Fost-
Primary 72 80 i 7 7 13 Q G 15 19
. L] O
. ‘ [
Primary | I
Completed 19 83 4 i 17 0 ¢ 0 4] 22 1§
1
- 1 |
Some |
Primary 35 67 7 i 13 5 1010 B 10 ] 52 10 ‘
| 1 S |

Source: Field Survey

In the subseguent discussion of the relationship between educational
attainment of the father and his offspring, ail stage A homestesads are
excluded, since the children have not vet completed their education. Included
in the analysis are only stages B, C, and D offspring who have finished their
education. Table 10A and 1GB summarize the findings. Of ths offspring of
sducated homestead heads, only 17% have rece.ved nc education, §0% have
received scme vears of primary education only, 13% have completad the entire
primary coursa, and 20% have completed more than primary education. For the
offspring of uneducated homestead heads, the situation is different. Fifty-

ted some years of

n

three percent have received no education at alil, 24% compl
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primary school, 8% compieted the entire primary course and 3% have education

higher than primary,

Table 1CA. Offspring of Educatad Fathers:

-
| Leve | Reached ! Maies Female Tetal
E TS %
None 5 11 1@__ 17__
sSome Primary 18 | 31 47 50
Primary Compieted 4 - 8 | 12| 13
Post-Primary 19 - ) ; 12 20
Toctal 44 50 ! 94 190 i
Table 108. OFfspring of Uneducated Fethsrs:
I =T ._.__7 ! _____ R |
Level Reached Males Femzie | Egtai ;
NO ! % l
Nona 67 213 280 B3 N
1 .
Some Primary 80 a9 291 24 |l
Primary Compleied &7 12 TS 15 h
Post-Primary e 4 40 ! 8 !
R T
Total 250 278 £23 ; 00 |

Source: Field Survey

Though clearly offspring from educated hcomestead heads are more likely
to be educated than those of uneducated abiena. and their aducational
attainment tends to be higher than that of the Jatter. it is difficult to draw
hard and fast conclusions. This process of educational differentiation has
taken place over a sherv time periond in the regicn. Cffspring from homesteads
in the final stages of the developmental cvcle zre significantly clder than
the of fsoring from homesteads in development cycle stage &, which renresents
a time span from whan there were no schools “n the location at a’l to the
present Tull complement of 18 primary and 1 sesoadary schocl. as the tables
show, there are a numosr of offspring whose fatners werz not 2ducated who

themselves have gene Through seconcary schoeling., Tre ralationship between



the sducation of fathers and their -ffspring is not 2 simple one. Further
analysis, taking into account, for sxampie, the age of both carties would be

useful, but is beyond the scors OF Lrhts paper.

Educational Attainmert, Empicvmert and Income

Thare is 2z strong correlation between educational attajinment and
employment. OF the educated homestead heads, 33% are smploved and 26% have
a vuziness. Oniy 12% of the uneducated abisne are emploved, and 3% have a
businass., The difference batween the two categories of homestead heads is
heightened when the average income from employment and business is taken intc
account. The average employment income of an educatad umuene is Shs., 12,573
per year, from business Shs, ’!4..754.“‘5 (See Table 11 for sample sizes.) For
uneducated abiene. the average income from emplovmnent 15 Shs. 6,003, and from
business Shs. 3,372 per vear. 1In other words, an educated nomestead head
garns on the average doubie the salary of an unsducated one, and in business
more than four times the income. Table 11 breaxs down the relationship
between educationail atiainment and income for homestead heads. The numbers

in parentheses renresant the number of cases.

Tahie 11. gvarane Income For Homestead Heads

Educational hverage Income (in Kenya Shillings) '
Atiainment: Enploymeni Busingss Farmuig Tatel
tinaducaiad §,008  {14) 3.378 ey 7462 {itg) §11£01 (173;
Educatad 0 (30 1,736 {21) 5,839 {83 18,671 (50)
|[ fost Primary Gy () 15,000 i1 1,36 D) 335,440 (19)
Primary Compieted .53 () [ 18,8 {8) 5100 () 15,986 {23)
Some Pripary £33 (12) ;9,480 77[10) 6,414 (d) 10,582 (8
Tatal Sample e ! 654 5) T {199} 12,682 (230)

Source: Field Survey

As far as employment income and total income ars concernad, the higher

the educaticonal Tevel of the individual, the higher the income {see Table 11).

From mid-1987 to mid-19%82, ithe vajue of the Kenvan Shiiling
declined from Shs. 16 per U.S. dollar to 3hs. 21 U.S. dcllar.
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The only exception to this appears Lo be the category encompassing those who
have compieted oniy a few vears of education, without Tfinishing primary
schocl. For them employment, Tarming and total income is actually lower than
for those who have no education at ali. But since the actual difference in
incomes is very smaill, it may not be statisticaliy significant. The situation
is different when it comes to business. Business incomes are the highest for
those homestezad heads who have only completed primary educaticon.

Incomes from Tfarming are quite similar for all the categories of
homestead heads. Variables other thap education mav bhe very relsevant to this
figure. These inciude the develspmental cvcis of the homestead. Whereas most
of the highly educated homestsad heads are in the first stage of develcpment
of their domestic arcup. the uneducated (older) abiene ars in the third stage
have a much larger lapour force for working in agriculture, and therefore
their cutput may be graater.i

We saw earlier that homesitead heads are educatad in much Jarger
progortion than their wivaes., The discrepancy in incomes is alsc lards, as
Table 12 illustrates, though the small number of women employed and 1in
business means scme comgarisons could be misieading.  Faor examnpie, the one
woman with primary school sducation works in a ¢linic owned by her husband,
who personally trained her Tor the work and pays her saijary. By and Targe,

- N
!

the trend seen in the income Tevels ot the homestead heads holds true for
thair wives., The higher the educational attainment the higher the income from

emp loyment.

For a more in-depth discussicn of the relationship between
development cvclaes of homesteads and the economy, see Prazak
(122693,

27
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Table 12. Average Income for Wives

| I‘Average Income in Kenva Shillings
Educational g Work Business
Attainment:
Uneducated 2,420 (5) 2,722 (20)
Educated $,160 3) | 5,360 (2)
Post Primary 7,800 (2) 0 {(0)
Primary Compieted | 11.880 (1) 8,800 {2}
 Some Primary E o (o) a (G)
Total Sample 4,657 E?) 3,267 (22)

Source: Field Survey

The data presented above suggest that the people with the highest
education arsz the cnes most likeiy fto ke employved. and fo sarn high wages in
white coliar and skilled Jobs such as teaching, preaching, heaith care, or
government servica. Bigsten’s findings bear out these ceaclusions.t In his
gconometric study of the impact of aducaticn on incomes in rural Kenva, he
conciudes that educzation sirengliy influenczas the distribution of access to
employment opportunitiss anc thus has & significant aeffect on the incomes Trom
reguiar employment.

Those witih less sducation, whan employsd, Zend to have jobs that are
Tess remunerative; the least educated often find empioyment as Tarm labourers.,
Businese appears to bs a very profitable dirsction for ceopie with only
primary education. They tend not to be gqualified for higher paying jJobs, and
if they have the capital necessary tc start a business, thevy tand to do very
well,

Within the survey community, the jast category I wish to focus on here
are the dependants. This category contains all the offspring of the homestead
heads who remain in their natel homesteads and are already past the age of
education. These include both those who are educated and those who are not.
They total 165 people, of whom 151 are sons and 14 are daughters. One hundred
forty, or 85% of them ars eoucated. The breakdown of their educational

attainment foiiows:

Arne Bigsten (1984).
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Tabie 13. Egucational Attainment of Offspring Whe have Compieted Education
ang Tive in Natal Homespsads.

r Educaticnal l Mals " Female - Total
Attainment: )
Uneducate 20 5 25
f cducated: 131 9 140
Post Primary 40 2 42
Primary Coinpteted 44 2 46
i Some Primary AT [ 5 52

Sourcea: Field Survey

As a 3roup, scult offspring m2siaing at homs nave the highest frequency
of educatic, and a 30 wronori‘onatly have the most even distribution among
the tnree caizgloiiss of 2%ucaticnal attainment. The most striking disparity
in educatiora’ atta nmant s oetwaen tha sedss. Wrerzas onlv 13% of the males
are uneducatzd, 3695 of tie famaies have raseived no tormal education.

What was shova 1o b2 tha case Tor nomestaad hzads and thair wives also
holds true for tacir dependents Tiving ab heme. Thoss with the highest
education hay

L

the nighest incame, oot from employment and from business.
However, fur ithzm business enveavours ars the most lucrative pursuit, having

returns more than dorhle th

B
pa— )

v=iug o7 smployment. The uneducated among them

D‘)
earn the liowest aver:zgs salary, and none ars invelved in businass. Table 14

 Average Ircome in Kenya Shiilings

Educational ALtainment: Work : 3usiness
; Uneducated 1,320 (3) ‘ o} (e
%l gducated i 3,559 (25) 14,477 (123
i Post Frimary 11,498 (14) 25,584 (5)
Primary Complzted 5,214 (7) 5,008 (5) [
;Same Primary 4,gsov (4) 5,540 (3)
_Total R AT 14,487 (13) |
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For offspring not 'iving at home, there is no information reagarding
inceme. There srs 631 offspring Tiving away from home; of these 209 are sons,
401 daughters, and 21 for whem sender information is not available. Of the
total cffspring, 237 are ‘educated, 795 ars not and information regarding
educational attainment is lacking for 99 of the total sampie. The following

is a breakdown of fthe sducational atzainment of independent offspring:

Takis 15. Educational Attainment of OfTspring Living Away from Home

Educaticnal Attainment: | Males  Fema'e Total !
: ; 5 ,
| ve | %y
| |
| Uneducated .60 235 285 47 _‘,
. — Z
Educated: 113 124 | 237 37
b ] q
Post Primary 31 ] 17 | 48 20 *
M i i
. , , 1 -
Primary Compizhed y4s) 14 40 l iT i
Sl |
Some Primary 56 3 149 53 i
Nc Information ; 99 16 I
| ——

Source: Fiz21d 2urvey

For<y-ssven percent of all offspring living away from home have no
education, whsreas 38% are educazed. Of the educated, 33% have completed only
some vears of primary education, 17% have compieted primary, and 20% have
completed at least some saconcdary schacling, if not mere. As with dependent
offapring, femais offspring living away from home are more iikely to be
unedgucated than their krothers. Whereas 2%% of sons Tiving away from home are
uneducated, 597 of dzughters in the same category have not compieted any
formal education.

Cf the uneducated offspring whe live away from home, only 6% have a
source of off-farm incoms, wnether business of employment. Tweniy-seven

<
w
-5
[e]
[4)]
5
+
O
~h

f the aducaeted offspring Tiving away from home have a source of off-
farm incoma. It is more than four times as likely for an sdiucated person to
have a business or =amploymant than for an uneducataed one, though the majority
of these adults do not have accass teo eithar. 7Table 16 shows a breakdown of
data relating to the relationship betwsen educational attainment and

smployment for independent offspring.
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Tabls 16. Egqucational Attainment and Off-farm Income for Offspring Living
tway from Natai Homestead.
_gﬁucationa1 Aiaicment: Male Female Totai
Uneducz:ed 14 4 18
Educated: 56 7 63
‘Ovei.Primary L 18
Primary 18
Underprimary 26

Source: Field 3urvey

With the independent offsepring no distinction was made between employment
(salaried and wags) and business.

A summary of the relationship between educational attainment and sources
of of f-farm income for three categories of individuals 1iving in the community
~- namely, homestead heads, their wives, and their children living at home who
have ziready completed their education -- is presented in Table 17, which
displays the percentage of each category of persons at given levels of
education involved in off-farm employment and business enterprises.

Most of the people employed have educaticn higher than primary. We see
that 73% of 211 tnhe homestead heads within that category are employed, 60% of
the wives and 26% 217 their offspring 1iving at home. This set of figures
shows that st the post-primary level of education, the greatest percentage of
those empioyed are homestead heads, foilowed by their wives. Their dependents
are much less i°kely to be smployed. At the time the homestead heads and
their senior wives compisted their education, a scarcity of suitable manpower
in the country a3 a whole assured their employment. Their dependents, who
have by end large compieted their education within the last decade tend not
to

v

iave this advantage.
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1zble fdueationai Attaiament, Scurces of Mv-Farm .ncomz For Homestead
r.

Heaos, Theie wivasg and yrf-spring Liveng ab dome

{ == Sy
EMpLT q
3 . — e S ————
3
i Educationar Atteainmant Heacds wives
' o T
'l
: N v MO o - .
! — — _._‘._: —e ; i 1
i
i Uneducated 13 15 2 o 12 3 I
giEJucated 33 00T 4 18 29 J
I - — D—
i Post Primary 73 it Ee . g
s . —gi
I 2rimary Gomdletel 5 i 1 15 i
1 -t vt - ——
B bt
i Soma Primary £ K 0 5 & 4
4 1
1 TN
{ U R b —
i L. . . ) \ . . ) .
i Educat onat Atvaiprens He1o wivas RGN0 ENTS 4
A T T o
I NG. No 4 NG %4
! Uneducnted o 4 12 G ¢
shabei iR — :
-~ . - i
Educatad 25 23 3 2 i 15 #

G

ost Frimery .

!
|
1 & !

)
2
=
iD
o
3
)
3
o
3
g
[a %
_—
.
[se]
(=]

¥ Employmert. hers as tourcughout the paper encompass=ss a1l income earning

activitiss, 3side From farping, which include - zle ied and vage labou. .

Source: Figld Survay

Employment apportunitineg for educated buh urtrainsd vouth have shrunk, and no
longer i3 the-segonpday scheo! Teavars’ certifica
srployment, Wharess L numbar of p20nRie with g of edurational
attainment cortinues Lo grow, Lhe opportunitiss availabe to them cdo not.
These Tipdinus ful:v  supoort Kinyanjui’s  sugeestyon that  employment
ooportunities far.secoaiary «omoo) deavers wera Tikaly to ciminizh, and there
would te nasd to changs the shaps of the adicationa; pyremid.

Less than & ¢ aries of the gecsle -4i’: oniy nioipary 2ducation are

aved., Once ag¢-in, the ratic s tha highest for haonestead heads. Also,

;ﬁ\(

2oy Rinvanjuid 11874)
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the homestead hsacs . Yo have comp 2ted thair primary education are very active

ct

in husiness, regresanting a“wrost a half of that categorv.
SUMMARY AMD CCHCLUSIGON

Thiis papzr has given soma preliminery data on the relationship between
educationai attainment. enplovment and income in cre small area of rural
Kenysa. The history of development of formal aducation ia South HNyanza

district follows a gatnh of tremendous growth in Tacilities. from 134 primaly

schools in 1582 To 1032 in 1864, Meost of tha increass has ta nlace gince
130 grown

indznendence, The numbzr of children attendirg schonl has a
tremendcousty, Trom 83.7<7 v 1952 fo 249.360 n
enreltments otoms foom severatl facters, dnciuding ths greater number of
faciiities availabls, the high rete of population growth, the abgiition of
school Tse3, ang zn aver-growing awarsnsss of the importance of education as

preparation for a fuhure involving off-farm activities.

Tire democraphiic makeup of the scnooi-going pepulation in Bwiregs shows
an aimost aven ratio oetwean bovs and girls in “he lowsst standard, wilh the
proportion of girls doclining ranidly thereafter. Rapetition of a standard
is common, particuylas’y in the zarliest and then the final yesar. Dropout
rates ars high at a'l laveis of primary scheal, with only about 20% of the
oy3 and 10% of ths airts compieting the ernii~z primarv course. About half

o7 the students drop aut by e midpoint. & numbsr of reasons for tne high

ttrition rate have boen suggested, the main on2s heing the Tate age at which
chiidren start attenuing school, lach of ercou-. - =t on the part o

for their children to continue, pressurse, paiticulariy on gir?s, to bs narried

before compisting schaniing, ana the desire o the part of young men to begin

denerating an off-Farm “ncome through business as soon as vzasible, regardless

of the educational Taval they have reachad.

VLoLP.F, pointe to prebiems in the

Dy oarsuzhi (Logh by a high rate of

grovith of facilities. Though mora studentis v wi.rougin the sysiem, the system

t necessarilv batisr. with the inttial surge in snrollments in 1974,

rn for the gqualit: of student =ducation cams to the forefront, as there

was an insufficient number of 7aualified tazzachers to maintain the previous

ity teday are related
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to the Jack of sufficient numgers of guaiified teachsrs and. adeguate
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facilitias such as labs, workshops, and mate-ials. The reievance of the
curricylum haz alsc. until very recently, been guestigned, particularly in
reference to rural children who are expectsd tz rewair in their homs areas
fellowing the compietion of their schooiing.

The mirority of students who continue te the final stage of primary
aducation and taks the K.O.F.E. piace uimost importancs ob being ebie to
continug to sscondary school as further prazparstion for smploywent. The
sareer paths thay chose ara aimost completely wihite cciilar Jobs. 23pscially
in haaith care and t2aching.

Tha relationsnip ~gtween educational attairmsenl. enpioyment, ang incoms
for the yvarious relesvari catecoriss ¢f peop:e te3iding in the rural area of
Ewirsge shows a pradictabie strong relationsihip between the three variabies,
but suggests that over Lime, the relationship 18 weakering., This is primarily

cavers is increas ng tremendously, vet

0
&

cecause the pool of aduzated sch
employment opporcunitiss are pot Thus, the vounger generations of educated

~

people raly on buziness as a source of off-farm income. in place of their
fatihers’ reliance on amgloymant. In view of this deveiopment. the shift in
emphasis of the B8-4-4 svstem to *the teaching of less academic and more

practical subjscts iz trmely.



APFENDIX I
!

Primary Schocls in Souts Nyanza by Tvoe:

Ivear Maintained Aided Una:ded 3]

a
1984 1024 21 11 105¢

1979 612 |32 2 645

1675 45

o

11870 - - - 294 !
| VT
1958 - - 405

1955 444 95 ; 413 |
1953 205 205 P393

! - ) - k
1552 i 173 220 134 il

Source: Renublic of Kenyg. Ministry of S¢irnce and Technology.

Annual Report 1884. o, 31: Repuctic of Kenya., Ministry of Education.

Annuai Report 197%. o. 28; Republis of Kenya. Ministry of Education

, &l

Annual Report 1973, . &5; . Fepublic of Kenva. Ministry of Education

175

dusation. Trisnnia’ Survay 1954-65
icrel Archives of Kenya. DC/HB. Y,

M o

"Annua” Report - Sou \ : 1960, " Appandix "K": Natiznal Archives
of Kenvz DC/KSI/1/17. "Annual Report -~ Louth tvanza, District 1955.7;
National Archives of Kenva. DC/KSI/ 1/15. "pAnnual Report - Scuth Nvanza
District 1983"; National Archives of Kenys DC/KSI/i/14. TAnnual Rsport -
scuth Myzanza.,

South Myanza Enrcilwment ip Primary Schnols gy Standard and 3ex

. 1 H
Year 4 sid, ! 8.3 g, 4| S
t - 1
‘ - P - Il
. ¥aie - Famals  Ra's Iram=4& 4ile Femals  (¥are Famale  Hale Famals ©
| i
! . - - I3
I 1 W31E 1960 1784 TG 15316 15685 10680 0
!
1479 L3057 3fafe 1388 13374 15333 121 “4rgh 10817 T8 1 MG
i
1515 - LR T Y B A 12420 83 R 4350 5§41 P41 305 @
- " - : - “h 4, " ra |
1983 4574 5% 4514 4535 MY §202 2015 065 (X
i - i
11359 | i
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CEN:!
1984 13422
1579 i3] ;

Source: Rspublic of Keaya. Minishry of Equcavion, Scisnce and Tachnology.

Annual Report 1584, P£.33. Repubiic of Kenva. Ministry of Education

Anpuail Rernort 1976, P.20. Republic of Kenva. Minisiry oF Education

annual Report TB7F. 5.3, Republic of Kepva. Ministry of Zducation

1968, P.38. National archives of Kenya.
al rt - Scuth Nvanza Jistrict 1959, “Appendix "K".
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Yipen T Finish pradary school, I would iike most tc be given
A, Monev faor secondary Tees
n. hs, BODG cash

o3
d. a sawing machine (gi:
=

ris only}
. marriags aowry (hovs onivi

-

Buys $2% . 4 Sivis: 92% =
T%

Tha psst way 1¢ cat ahe=ad in s17e 13 o
a. ztart a pusiness

o, 30 T ascondary schoci

c. get a2 oo

ad. cet married {(giric only)

2. Grow gash ores:

Uiris:

A o) 38% = ¢
AT & 4% = e
3% - & 4% = d

The vy spouse to nav

me amount of educat

icaticn than I navs
, I

< ~ Pull A} s - TAa. 3 -
Bovs 55% Girts: Ei3¥ o= o2
36% ¥ = op
- b 3% - ¢
LA rY = ot
*i . p 3 ~ T, . o T
It ig more impertant to educate hBovs Ihan girls

REIDNONSa:
Boys: 57

16 ves

I would & k& o marry as soon afrer primary school as

v
0
<
)
s
[¥4]
r;

Girls: 96% = no

possible.
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It is the rasponsibility of parents to edycate their children.

Response:

Boys: 99% - o Girls:  120% = no
1% = o answar

Rezponse
Boys: G0 s
31% = Doctor B2% = Ny
17% teashey 27% - Leacher
£% = enginear 4% ~ matiron
4% = Tarmer. 4% = lawyer
olica, 4% - job (unspecified)

DU h®
H O -

3% eac Piieot, M.P., soldier, manager
2% =ach = busipesssman, mechanic, president, clerk.

headmaster
carpentar, scientist, 0.C.. archasclcgist, driver,
.G., Accountant, ¢.1.D., pastor, attorney general, veterinariam,
ministar of health, poiiticisan,, secratary.

The most usetul subiects I tearned in school is

Rasponsse:

Bovs: Giris:
28% = English 20% - Englden
25% - Sciencs 2L - Hoame soiance
16% = Maihs 19% faths

7% - Agricu 2 TT% - Trience

7% ~ Kiswah 4% - AYLC & Cravi
7% = GHO /Gsadgrapiny

History 3 4
2% = CRE ('C AT
Repjoinus
2% - Hi ry
% -~ Howme C.z3nca

In the anestionrairas given Lo the sjudents, questions 1-3 ware multiple
choice, questian 4-% were yves/ro, and gusstions 7-8 were opepn-ended.
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